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OUR WISH. 

PAKT t. 

. f 

I WAS ptist my first youth before I met Paula Clive, and she 
was no loDocr a girl. I well remember seeing her tall 
figuif' standing erect, with a sort of dignity that A 
*suH|)icion of haughtiness about it, under the central chan¬ 
delier of Lady Cravens brilliant drawing-room. It was at 
one of her ladyships conversaziimi, or, ixs she prefeiTod 
calling her weekly reunions, “festivals of lions.” On this 
occasion I, precious in her dilettante eyes as a scientific lion, 
had been entreated, teased, and persuaded into coming, 
most effectual persuasion, after all, lying in her passing 
announc<;mcnt that— 

I Miss Clive will be with me. Oh, I forgot—of coui'se 
/ f/oit never read those kind of things. Rut she is a most in- 
tej^esting person. I was fortunate enough to visit my cousins, 

Mr. and Mrs. IJalHwell, in -shire, this year, and Mr. 

Clive is curate of their parish. Singular, isn’t it, for a 
clergymans daughter to write such books? Now I assure 
you, if you’ll only come,” &c. 

i consented, and was relieved of the hospitable lady’s 
volublfi attentions. She had wrongly concluded that I 
" never read those kind of books ”—novels, to wit. I had 
bemj struck by an extract in a newTspaper from one of Miss' 
Clive’s fictions, and had been led to read the whole of it, and 
uhso the one or two other books that bore her name. Their 
. cluof attraction to me was tliat they were real, and not- 
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romantic?, and dealt more in facts than in sentiments. Under 
the veil of fiction I saw sufficiently evident a sort of pas¬ 
sionate radicalism, social, moral, and religious—an inij>etuous 
disdain of orthodox shams—an eager, enthusiastic yearning 
after some truth, he it comely or ugly, under the heap of 
fair'Seeming falsities with which modena life is incrusted. I 
saw all this, and it aroused in me a keen interest for the 
writer—a woman .so unlikc3 most other women—nay, of a 
mind whose depth and bravciy must (exceed, 1 thought, most 
men’s. T was anxious to see her, and when, as I have said, 1 
entered Lady Craven’s saloon, t stood for some little time 
ecmtemjdatiug thcj tall lady under the chaudelic'r, who was at 
once pointed out to me as “the authoress of that queer book.” 

She was handsotue—her presence would have (joinmtinded 
attention even if she had not been cselehrated heforehaucl. 
Her voice was peculiai’, too; aud I always had great faith in 
voices. 1 liked hers; it was no musical munuur, neither was 
it high-toned, nor sharply modulated; hut it av.hs clear, 
decided, tuneful, Avith a certain vibration in it like that of a 
firmly-smitten vidin string. 

Presently we wore introduced. At the sound of my name 
I noticed that her cheek flushed faintly, and a spark seemed 
to quiver in her eye for an instant; and w'beu, as she bent 
towards me, she said she “ Avas glad to know Mr. Heber,” for 
the Crst time in my life 1 took the Avords, of course, in a 
literal sense, and believed th(;m. We coiiA'ei’sed for a little 
while on passing tojacs—nothing more—and then both of us 
Avero compelled by our exigoaute hostess to hestoAv our 
attention in other directions. But later in the evening wo 
were able to resume om* talk, and this time Ave plunged more 
into “ the heart of tilings.” T, at least, found it possible to 
see someAvhat deeply into her mind; and I Avas not dis- 
appoint(!d in what I discovered. It was a good, true, honest, 
fearless spirit, such a.s I honoured—such as 1 had long since 
been tempted to decide did not exist in the Avorld. Inter¬ 
course Avith it Avas like breasting a strong Avind Avitb a saline 
aroma in its breath. It avos beallLful and cheering to i))'iale 
it. t took delight in the boldness iind bmvery of her spirit. 
I gloried in her freedom from <-onventioual prejudice—her 
daring lisregard of traditions and opunons. All those 
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slavish fetters that new-a-days trammel women’s minds, 
pinching and curbing them to a like degree of weakness 
and helplessnws, had been cast off by this one woman at 
least, J thought. 

Yes, I was glad to know her. I could have laughed at 
myself for the internal reluctance with which 1 quitted Lady 
Craven’s house that night; and when, a week afterw'ards, one 
of her ladyship’s dainty billets invited me to a “ select 
breakfast party—the very creine de la creme of literary and 
artistic London ”—I was absolutely led to accept, shrewdly 
judging that, as Miss Clive was stajdng at her Imnse, 1 
should bo sure to see her again on the occasion. I was dis¬ 
appointed. Properly enough, I sharply told myself, for 
having indulged in such vain foolert' of anticipation. No; 
Miss Clive was not there. She had been summoned home 
tlu‘ previous day to her f'atlier, who was ill. 

“ You know he is a clergyman,” said I,ady Craven, 
betw'een sipping her chocolate and toying with the fmgrhent 
of pate lying on her plate, “ and Puseyito to the last 
^degree, I understnud. An odd conjunction, isn’t it, of High 
Chimdusui and those reforming, diacontented-with-cvery-])Te- 
sent-stiite-of-things novels of hers ? .A.nd they are strongly 
attitclied to one another, I believe. She lost her mother years 
ago. And she is very good and active in the parish—visits 
tlie sick, helps the poor, and so forth; but never teaches in 
the schools, T'm told. In fact, with her writing and her 
narcl stu'lies (yon know she reads Creek and Hebrew, and 
all sorts of out-of-the-way languages!), she cannot hav<' mtich 
leisure. She is an extraordinaiy woman, certainly. 1 like 
her very much. So original; not the lea.st like the hackuoyed 
tyqie of literary woinait.” 

Some months passed on, ■ 1 had not forgotten, for the 
impressions made on that poition of myself devoted to human 
interests were always far too few to be easily or .speedily 
emsed. Therefore one. day, when T was looking over my 
noto-book of engagements for the coming autumn, it was with 
a curious thrill that I recognised the name of the provincial 
town near which Mias Clive lived, as one of the places wlicre 
I wa.s to deliver a course of lectures. 

And when, at the appointed time, T took ray place on the 
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platform of the spacious Literaiy and Scientific Institute of 
that important manufacturing borough, I could not, or did 
not, choose to refrain from a searching gaze at my audience, 
to try and discover, amid that strange sea of unfamiliar faces, 
one face that I well remembered. I saw it. In one of the 
foremost ranks, seated beside Lady Craven’s cousin, the lady 
of the manor, I saw again the pale, significant face lit with 
its wonderfully eloquent eyes. Those eyes! I saw them more 
than once when I was not looking at them. It seemed mar¬ 
vellously natural to see her again, like recalling the notes of 
some well-known tune. * ♦ 4 = 

Well, the lecture finished, I was draining a glass of water 
in the committee-room, when a message was brought to mo 
from 'Mr. and Mrs. Ilalliwell. Would I kindly allow them n 
minute’s interview ? And presently I stood face to face with 
Miss Clive and this lady and gentleman, the latter of whom 
I already was slightly acquainted with. In brief, it resulted 
in my being invited to become a guest at the Manor House 
during my stay in the neighbourhood, and my acceptance of 
the proffered kindness. 

And we all drove to the Manor House together; but there 
Miss Clive left us. She could not he longer away from her 
father, whose health, it seemed, was still precarious. That 
night when, after a dull interval of tilk with ray host and 
hostess, I was at length alone, 1 was somewhat puzzled at 
myself. What motives had induced me to become n guest iii 
this house ? I did not like tlie people nor the place par¬ 
ticularly. * Why and for what had I given up my indepetid- 
ence at my inn? Why, and for what? Then 1 remembered, 
/Or thought I only then remembered, the plan for the next 
day—a visit to Gale Falls, twelve miles off—and we were to 
call for Miss Clive. She was to go with us. 

The excursion to Gale Falls was one of many similar plea¬ 
sures. Yes, they were pleasures. ExceBent Miles Halli- 
well, I owed thee much! Even the pair of grey horses tliat 
drew our barouche have a place in my grateful remembrance. 
It was autumn weather, such as T never remember before— 
soft, shining, exquisitely, tremulously beautiful. The sun¬ 
sets especially had a strange loveliness in them. They came 
nearer to me; I saw them more clearly, more vividly, both 
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with the eyes of Uie body and the eyes of the mind. More¬ 
over, they always seemed to me to have some significance as 
regarded myself—I was going to say ourselves, fo» Miss 
Clive, it happened, generally saw them with me. If 1 had 
been a painter, and could have nailed those sunsets to a piece 
of canvas, as some one or two painters have done in the 
course of many centuries, I could, I think, go over glibly 
every smallest detail of that time by the mere linking at the 
pictured memoranda of those radiant half-hours. They 
seemed to condense into one drop of light the whole lustre of 
the bygone day. 

We suited one another—Paula Clive and I. There are 
various kinds and degrees even in love. It was no enthu¬ 
siastic, passionate affection that I felt for her, although, 
perhaps, the love partook of the best part both of enthusiasm 
and passion, in the intense reality that caused it to be inter¬ 
woven with my life so completely. It grew to be as much a 
part of the various, multiform personality that I call me, as 
the eyes whereby I see, or the soul wherewith I feel. She 
suited me. The thoughts she expressed aroused echoes in 
my spirit which, it seemed, were waiting to be aroused. And 
the recondite beliefs, speculations, hopes, and doubts that 1 
sometimes confessed, were her own also. I could see it by the 
flash of sympathy tW lit her face. She had believed and 
doubted, hoped and imagined, the self-same things. So in her 
face 1 often saw looks that must have been, 1 thought, 
familiar to me in my very infancy. Her smile would some¬ 
times send my thoughts voyaging back upon the misty sea of 
the past, with, as it seemed, a new compass to steer by, a new 
light to lead. 1 could believe the eastern fable of twin- 
created souls, in looking on and listening to her. 

But I am not going to enlarge on this period. I always 
feel a certain reluctance when 1 am expressing' the thoughts 
and feelings of those days, or, indeed, when I express my 
thoughts of her at any time. But I would have you to un¬ 
derstand that I am not romantic, nor poetical, nor itnagina- 
livc. In those days I used to believe myself entirely free 
from such “ weaknesses.” Neither then nor at any time 
was it my habit to be demonstrative of any state of feeling 
within myself. Externally, at least, I have always been a 
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quiet, staid, matter-of-fact man. In relating to you my 
liistory ttow, it may be tkat I camiot but unconsciously colour 
it with those feelings intensified by time and thought, which, 
when felt, I scarcely recognised. But I am not a romancist; 
I can simply set down facts; and feelings such as these that 
J tell you of, are facts, stubborn as any demonstrated by 
science. 

* * * s;: !|{ 

The day before I was to leave tlae neighbourhood, I had an 
interview with Mr. Clive. T told him T loved his daughter— 
that she loved me—that we asked his consent to our mar¬ 
riage. The old man was much amazed—that I had expected; 
but he scorned troubled also by au amount of perplexity and 
iiidecision, wluch I in my turn ^vas surprised at. The cause 
came out at last—ray religious opinions. Scientific men have 
a bad reputation with the Church ; and my beliefs, or ratliei' 
unbeliefs, were suflicieutly patent to the intelligent public at 
large t(» render it no marvel that the Bev. Glmrles Clive 
should have heard of iliem. 

Poor old man I he found much difficulty in stating this to 
me. He was gentle and good ; true of heart, though feeble 
iu intellect—a tyi)e of a class that 1, for one, had not had 
much e.vpevience of. In his woalsness I was ready to beliei c ; 
but I was not prepared for the straightforward sincerity and 
the indomitabh', although inoek-seeming, steadiness with 
which he finally gave me my answer. 

Ho spoke even tinnly then, although it was after much 
nervoas hesitation, and many awkward, half-finished sen¬ 
tences. He told me he appreciated the adviinlages which (he 
was pleased to say) were offered by connection with a man 
distinguished as myself; and the words of compliment 
assumed a curious air of truthfulness as he uttered tliein in 
liis quavering voice. Also—and there the accents grew yet 
more unassured—he know that Paula loved me, and he could 
not bear to pain her—^to cause her grief. “ But, sir,” said 
he, with sudden tirnmess, “ I cannot give my daughter to an 
unbeliever. I could never Jooli her mother in the face when 
f meet her in heaven, if I did. No, sir ; [ cannot. Po not 
ask me.” 

He looked beseechingly at me, his clasped hands trembling. 
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Nevertheless, though ho trembled, I noted with some per¬ 
plexity the ujiflinching brightness of the eyes he fixed on me., 
In them burned a light 1 could not understand, even as in 
his tone and manner were manifest a strength and resolution ^ 
incomprehensible to me, because so incongruous with my 
gauge uf his character. 

Howbeit, whatever was the cause of his courageous de¬ 
cision, I saw it was useless to attempt to combat it then and 
there, and 1 therefore at once assured him I should not 
weary him by my entreaties. I merely hinted that I thought 
his objection strange, considering that Paula Clive, clergy¬ 
man's daughter though she was, already shared my own 
doubts (1 used that mild word), and believed in very many of 
my own theories. He said nothing to tliis, but only looked 
again at me with the curious, helpless, entreating gaze which I 
could not quite reconcile with the determination ho displayed; 
so 1 left him. 

J went tx) Paula, who was sitting in the garden, imder a 
grand old horse-chestnut tree that stood sentinel at the veiy 
end of the domain. She looked up from her book as 1 camo 
near, with the still eloquent smile which, on her face, was as 
i>eautiful as it was rare. I smiled in answer, for 1 did not 
fo(.d at all sorioiisly ti'oubh'd by Mr. Clive’s obdumey. In 
fact, I was more puzzled than annoyed. I had not been 
aocusloiiied to find men so staunch and uncompromising in 
their adhiu’cnce to their beliefs, as was this old man, for all 
his apparent weakness and gentleness. As 1 have said, f 
could not understand it. I. had known men eminent for 
talent, learning, strength, and capacity of intellect, and i 
valued them accordingly. Also, because 1 prized my own 
honour, and had due respect for my own conscience, I believed 
in other men’s lionourablcncss and consoientiousnes.s. Put 
it was only to a certain extent. 1 could not believe in a man 
abiding conscientiously by this faith in what I. held mwt not 
only be, hut-seem, utterly chimmical to any sound, clear 
intellect. Therefore 1 landed at last in the conviction that 
Paula’s father tvas not so much to be admired for his con¬ 
sistency, as compassionated for hi.s Idind adherence to a 
rotten creed. He was not the first by many whom I, from 
my height of superior knowledge, and in the daring courage 
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of a strong brain, and a nature able to stand alone, had so 
pitied, so looked down upon. 

However, I told Paula, and was newly amazed to note the 
earnest, deep-feeling seriousness wnth which she heanl what 
her latW hod said. Nav, when I had concluded, and after a 
silence, during which she turned her head aside, and seemed 
to bo idly playing with one of the fan-like leaves of the tree, 
I saw two tears fall upon her lap—^the first tears I had ever 
seen her shed. 

“ Why, Paula, wliat is this?” 

She looked at me, neither ashamed nor with aijy other 
shade of self-consciousness; but there was a peculiar softness 
in her face, such as I had never noted before. 

“ I must make my poor father very unhappy,” she presently 
said, with her usual simplicity and directness of diction. " 1 
wish it were not so.” 

She paused, aud seemed meditating; tlm softness grew and 
grew in her face—the “ level fronting eyelids " trembled, and 
again the tears came, but this time rested unshed. 1 could 
hardly bear to see the tender beauty of her look, albeit 1 
stood quietly watcliiiig and analysing every inflection of her 
face with what may have seemed the grave, dispassionate 
regard proper to a savant. 

“ If my mother liad lived,” she next said, in .a loving, lin¬ 
gering, low-toued voice, tliat w^as os strange to hoar as werc 
her tears to see, “ it would have been different. 1 should 
have been different.” 

“ IIow so, Paula?" 

“ T should have believed as she believed. 1 i’em(;mber 
when she died, and said, ‘ God take care of my child! ’ 1 
almost felt the blessing descending upon me. I never doubted 
then—1 never knew what distrust and uncertainty were 
then -” 

“ You were a child.” 

“Yes.” She was silent some minutes. Then she lifted 
her eyes to me, witli a slow sweet smile. “ I am glad 1 have 
been a child,” she said. 

“ But you would not wish to grow backward, aud bci.ome 
one now?” 

She did not answer. 
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“I?Oil would not exchange even ihe least beautiful truth 
for the fairest of illusions ? ” 

“No; 0 no!" she replied, earnestly; and she rose, and 
leaned upon my arm, and pressed her brow upon my shoulder, 
murmuring, half to herself, the old. often-repeated words of 
Othello, " ‘ Tis better as it is—’tis better as it is.’ ” 

Then we began to talk over the question of Mr. Clive’s 
disapprobation of our marriage. I was thoroughly unprepared 
for the firm decision with which she declared tliat until his 
consent was obtained the marriage must not be. But she 
believed that when he saw her happiness ivas concerned he 
would not long remain inexorable. 1 said nothing, but mused 
on the possibility of employing other means of moving the 
old man’s resolution. 

Circumstances soon made for themselves a way. Mr. Clive, 
like most men of his calibre, had a habit of pinnhig his 
practice, if not lii.s faith, on the opinions of at least one pther 
man. He had an inordinate respect and reverence for the 
great man of tlie parish, Mr. Halliwcll—the clever, bene¬ 
volent, much-beloved squire and lord of the manor; and he 
might have found many a worse monitor. Mr. Halliwell w'as 
a thorough type of respectable goodness. He loved his 
country, his church, and his queen—everything, in fact, that 
it is proper and advisable for a man to love; while he hated 
nothing, not even radicals and dissenters, merely reselling 
for those benighted classes a calm and gentleman-like com¬ 
passion. It is with such men, 1 think, that the world seems 
to thrive most llourishingly. Certainly his tenants were 
never insolvent —his speculations never failed—while ns to 
minor matters, his house, his grounds, and his stables were 
perfect models of fortunate as well as judicious arrangement. 

With Mr, Halliwell I was on excellent tenns. He \sas a 
maii of the world, and valued my society and friendship for 
many reasons. I had a fund of information at disposal, that 
was continually happening tu be of service to him in his farm¬ 
ing and gardening operations. Moreover, 1 had been able to 
render him important aid in bringing under official notice an 
ingenious agricultural invention of his—[ forget now of what 
nature ; but I might have saved his life, I tliink, and made 
less impression upon his sense of obligation. 
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I suppose after 1 left the Manor House, Mr. Clive took 
the worthy squire into his confidence, and much consultation 
ensued. Howbeit, only a few days after my departure, I re¬ 
ceived a letter, signed “ Miles HaUiwell,” stating that he and 
liis excellent and reverend friend had been considering various 
questions in which I was interested—would I kindly join 
them on the ensuing Saturday ? as my correspondent espe¬ 
cially thought it desirable 1 should do so, and he concluded 
with some vague suggestions of “ possible results,” &c. 

•v jU 

W' 

In brief, the final result arrived at in two separate com¬ 
mittees of the clergyman and the squire, the squire and my¬ 
self, was satisfactoia' in the highest degree. It w^as Mr. 
Halliwell’s acute, clear-seeing judgment wliich at once hit 
upon the bolutioii of the difficulty. Provided Paula (dive and 
Lewis Heher were married accorduig to the form appointed 
by the (Jliurcli of England, ho could sec no reasonable 
obstacle to the union. And to this argmuent, after some de¬ 
liberation and a good deal of reasoning and persuasion on the 
pitfjb of Mr. Halliwell. Paula’s father yielded. I wa.s then 
asked if 1 had any objection to my part of the agreement, 
to which, with gravity, 1 replied in the negative; and 1 wont 
with the old man’s fonual consent to ask Paula to name our 
iiiarriagp-day. 

Hut bore I met with un unexpected opposition. I shall 
never forget the sudden and btilliant joy that lit up her face 
with a wonderful dawm of radiance when she saw me—^heard 
what I had to tell, and cla.sped my hand as if to assure her¬ 
self it was real. But then how she .shrunk back, and what 
a pale shadow came over her—even to her very figure, I 
thought—^when I told her the condition, named by me very 
much as a matter of course. 

“ Oh, not that, Lewis—not that! ” she said, tremulously. 

T laughed at her at first, hut not for long. I soon saw* that 
even I must submit to recognise her scruples as something 
move than a sickly fancy, unworthy her high womanly sense 
and feeling. No force of argument, no persistency of logic, 
had power to move her L’om the position slic fH^umod. 
“ She could not for expediency subscribe by lip or action to 
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wliat her heart did not believe. She would not contemplate 
so hideous a wrong.” 

“ Wrong! To whom, Paula I asked. 

She paused a minute, and clasped her hands hurriedly, as 
if in a kind of spasm of mental pain, 

“To myself, if to nothing else,” she then answered. “1 
oould not bear to look into my own heart—I could not endure 
tiio cliatings of my ow)i conscience, if I stooped to such tm’pi* 
tude. /, who have cried out agaiust hypocrisies, which, com- 
ptu'od with this, wore cxcu^ide aud liarmless! I to sin 
against the law of truth, which you youi’self confess beautiful 
aud worthy of obedience ! Lewis, do not ask me to play 
traitor to my oul v faith ! ’’ 

I listened to her without interraptuig the passionate flood 
of word.s, so uuliko h(“r tisufd calm and almost reticent 
mahner of speech. J watched the changing flush on her 
check, the sparkle that shone with almost a luiid lustre in 
her eyes. 1 tried to intequ’et to myself these signs .of some¬ 
thing jiew and strange in the still, contained nature of Paula 
Clive. Pul ] was hot then learueil enough in the mysteries 
of a woiniiii's heart to be able to translate it aright. 1 re¬ 
member my first tlrought was, that her love for me must bo 
Jean than 1 had imagined. Also, 1 sighed to myself, rccog- 
uising the Aveoloics-s inherent, it must be, to feminine 
Inunauity, since even Paula was not o.xempt from it—the 
weakness which wes betrayed in the indescribably hopeless, 
helpless tone in which she uttered tho last tliree words. And 
1 marvelled why it was that this lingering, desperate desire of 
some faith—some object for guidance, if not for worship—had 
never manifested itself in Paula so strongly and visibly as 
now. IVrhaps a glimmer of the truth reached me when, as 
1 took her hands iu mine, she drooped her head W'ith one 
swift upturned glance at me—an eloquent glance. Perhaps 
I allowed to myself that I might bo deceived, and it was from 
no wealvJiess, still less from we.akness in her love for mo, that 
this proud-souled woman was thus subdued before me. All 
the.so re (lections passed in oi’deiiy array through my mind as 
1 stood beside her, looking into her face, and at last com¬ 
pelling her to look into mine. 
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“ All, don’t smile! ” she cried, witJj a restless movement of 
the hands I held. 1 liad not known 1 smiled, but 1 curbed 
my lip into quietude before I spoke. Then briefly I set before 
her—not any new arguments, not any fresh appe^ to her intel¬ 
lectual appreciation—^but simply the question,—what was to be¬ 
come of me if she persevered in her resistance to this, the only 
means by which she might at once become my wife ? 1 told 
her what a dreary life that would be to which she would e.vile 
me. I warned her that she, and she only as my wife, could 
have power to detain me from joining an expedition, she had 
hoard of before, which was about to proceed on a service of 
imminent danger to the seat of the then war. If she wilfully 
crashed the love out of my life, be it for years or for ever, 1 
would take refuge in the man’s ambition, which I could be 
almost content to forswear for her, did she so will it. And 
then, having enlarged on this branch of my subject, 1 expa¬ 
tiated with some suppressed scorn on tlie real nature of the 
obstacles that appeared to her of such mammoth dimensions 
—of such irresistible force. I contrasted the gain—^granting 
there was a gain—^with the loss which would arise from the 
maintenance of her conscientious scruples. 1 showed her the 
picture of respected prejudices, and two lives blighted, if not 
ruined, on the one hand; and, on the other, the letter of 
right-doing given up for the spirit. 

“ For you know, you feel, Paula, that there is only one 
right, true, best fate for you and me on earth. You are my 
wife—I your husband—^let what will interfere. Shall a 
paltry form, a conventional observwice, a trivial sacrifice to 
the weakness of those around us—shall such a thing have 
power to effect that which a million devils, did they exist, 
should be impotent to do ^ I hold my own—I hold you ! 1 
defy tliis puny mannikin of superstition to wrest you from 
me. Look mo in the face, Paula. Tell me to go if you 
will." 

But she clung close. 1 triumphed. In my haste i 
suffered some expression of e.\ultation to escape me. I knew 
she must see the right at last—1 Icnem the cloud that had 
obscured her quick sense, her clear brain, would pass away. 

“No!” she cried, standing a little apart from me, but 
clasping my hands still. Her look was changed, so was her 
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voice; but her eyes dwelt on me as she proceeded, calmly and 
slowly, “ Not so, Lewis. I have not been blinded—I am 
not blind now. I feel and know, clearly and strongly, as 1 
did before, that there is a terrible wrong—liideous, unnatural 
—in this thing that you name so slightingly. Nay, do not 
speak. To me it is a wrong. I confess it—1 face it—1 
dare it. I will take its penalty. Even that 1 can bear better 
than——” 

But the rest I would not let her speak. 

;ie , 5l< 

So we were married that day five weeks in the little 
country church, with .snow on the fields around, and en¬ 
chanted hoar frost on the great trees that overhung the 
Gothic porch, and a winter robin singing his ever interrupted 
song at the oriel window. Miles Halliwell, Esq., and his 
lady wore present; her father gave away the biide. She was 
dres-^od in whit<'f, and was duly pale and self-possessed. The 
dean of the neighbouring city, an intimate friend of Mr. 
Halliwell, performed the ceremony. Nothing could be more 
irnlon les regies. For a winter tvedding every one declared it 
quite perfect, and to have “ gone off ” admirably. 

But 1 best recollect, when Ave were driving in the chaise 
to the seaport whence we were to embark for the continent, 
the tlirill of satisfied, rejoicing, infinite contentment with 
which I drew my wife close to me, feeling then, and not till 
then, that she wa.s my oum. 

“Safely my own! Thank God!” I said, in the thought¬ 
less, meaningless—it must be meaningless—spirit in which 
I, and others like me, have said, and do say, those words. 

But Paula said nothing, I well remember. 


TART fl. 

Wi<, travelled abroad for two or three weeks, and then 
returned to what was to be our home. After the bright and 
beautiful scenes through which we had been wandering, the 
Loudon street looked but dreary; the house, handsome and 
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well-appointed tikongh it was, appeared' dark, and, as I 
thou^t, soulless. But tbat was only natural till our daily 
life, entwined about tbe dull walls, environing tlie still 
fumitBre, had made it all beautiful, and we knew it as our 
home. 

Yet, even after we were settled in the place, 1 sometimes 
fanci^ it was but a dibmal abode iu which to bestow my 
Paula, country bom and bred, and loving the gi’een fields 
and breezy hills, with the passionate and abiding love of her 
deep and strong nature. Not that any look, gesture, or tone 
of hers ever betrayed that she miss^ or needed anything 
that her new life did not contain. But occasionally, and not 
sddom, it struck me that the long line of grim and dusky 
houses, windowed alike in hideous brick-and-mortfti- regu¬ 
larity—^the prospect which was all on which her eyes could 
rest as she looked up from book or work—it struck me that 
it was singularly incongruous with her own aspect, her free 
bearing, her looks, that so expressed the noble, liberty-loving 
soul. Such a face as my wife’s was never taught its changing 
inflections, its straight fearlessness of glance, its steady 
gaze that would not be deni^, within the cramped limits of 
a city’s streets. 

Nevertheless she never murmured. Nay, that is too little 
to say, and does not sufficiently indicate the spirit of brave, 
bright cheerfulness with which she illuminated our house, 
grim and dusky though it was. At last 1 grew to believe 
that she rrnist be abundantly content, bocanse she made me 
feel so. I asked, I needed no more than I had. 1 pursued 
my vocation as intently, and almost as engrossingly, as if no 
image of Paula ever came between me and tbe business of 
my life. But it did come; and, hard man of science though I 
had been held to be, I owned its sweetness, and breathed 
more freely for its presence. And then, during the long 
evenings that I snatched from m 3 ' laboratory, it seemed to 
me that I tasted a new life, when, looking up from ray grave 
folios and calculating papers, J saw my wife seated in her 
accustomed choir, workipg busily, but not so bnsity but she 
was quick to respond to my glance. The sudden smfle that-^ 
would then come trembling to her month seemed to make 
the whole face vibrate, as it were, with tenderness. J 
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marked it, and to one who knew me less entirely than she 
did it might have appeared that I marked it unmoved. But 
it was not so. I loved my wife with all the might of my man¬ 
hood, with the whole strength of my soul. She knew that, 
and rested in the knowledge, for she was one of the rare 
women whose nature could contain repose. I think she must 
have been at least very nearly happy in these days. There 
was such a wealth of love and utter trust between ns, that it 
made up for, and even hid, the poverty that existed in other 
directions. 1 know it did so tpiite to me. I believe it was 
almost as successful witli hei’, mid that she was veiyr nearly 
happy, as I have said. 

We went into society occasionally. That Mrs. Heber 
should be admired was inevi^ble; but it happened that I 
was seldom satisfied with the kind of admiration that 
reached my ears. 

“ How beautiful your wife is! ” said Lady Craven, who was 
self-privileged' to be rude, under the disguise of candour. 
“As Miss Clive she was striking, gmnd-looking; a sort of 
Zenobia—a woman bom to empery. But now there is an 
added sweetness, a subdued brilliance, an indescribable beauty 
of aspect and manner. It is very charming.” 

I liked this none the more because I knew that the 
speaker, parrot-like, was only repeating the opinions of others 
whoso judgment was valuable. It irritated, displeased me. 
I looked at my wife. I contrasted the figure J then saw 
with that which, not many months before, I had first noted, 
standing so erect under the radiance of the chandelier. 

Now she was sitting on a sofa, against the deep ruby velvet 
of which her face and figure were as if sculptured. Her 
head was slightly bent forward, for she was listening to the 
gentleman who stood talldng to her, and presently, at some¬ 
thing he said, the soft lustre that had used to be so rare, 
kindled in her eyes; she looked round vaguely and instinct¬ 
ively, and caught my glance. Her answering smile brought 
mo to her side, and 1 learned what it was that interested her 
80 much. Some scheme for female education, about to be 
undertaken by various ladies, had aroused her earnest 
sympathy. She was desirous of being one among these 
self-constituted teachers. She had time to spare, she would 
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love sucli a work, and sbe could do it she thought. Did I 
think so too? And she looked to me for approbation. I 
smiled indulgently. She surely covld do it, if she willed so, 
I said. Aud 1 left her talking eagerly, asking questions, 
j^nning, deciding, upon this important matter. 

Airother time Lady Craven attacked me because my wife 
had given up writing. 

“ Ah,” said she, shaking her fan affectedly, " no more 
books now. How shall we punish you, Mr. Heber, for 
depriving ua of so much enjoyment ?" 

“Believe me, your reproach is sufficient,” said 1, truly 
enough. And then some inscrutable feeling led me to tell 
her of the new work which Paula wa.s undertaldng. J did 
not choose people to suppose that she was content to subside 
into an ordinary, every-day ma^on, 

But a few days afterwards 1 noted an unusual restlessness 
about Paula. A carious glitter was in her eyes, a singular 
sharpness in her voice. At last both traits gradually sub¬ 
sided, and she talked and looked as she was wont. Quietly, 
and as if incidentally, she mentioned to me that she had 
given up her plan of teaching the tpoor girls. Surprised, T 
asked why. 

“ I did not foel fit for the work,” was all she replied; and 
then irresistibly turned the conversation to another and alien 
subject. 

Yes, I myself began to perceivfi the difference between 
Miss Clive and Mrs. Heber. And though I compressed my 
lips with a feeling of perplexity which, to a nature like mine, 
must always be one of pain, I still could not in my 
heart, whatever were the cause of change, wish her to 
be other than she was. Yet I had often laughed to my- 
-self at the folly of men who were captivated by women 
Who were eminent for womanly qualities. But, now my 
attention was awakened, I detected day by day in Paula 
traits which showed how philosophy, learning, wisdom, in¬ 
tellect, were all growing subservient attributes. The 
autheress, the student; the brain - worker, were all giving 
place, and sbe was becoming simply and merely—a woman. 

£ had used to think her such a woman as the world of old 
Greece might have known, who made the fables of goddess- 
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hood seem no extravagances. But now, the gpddess hearing 
was gone; the regal aspect was usurped by one, sweet and 
gentle as any mild-eyed girl's among the crowd I had been ac¬ 
customed to disdain. And I was puzzled, while 1 kept watch. 

1 remember, one evening in spring, 1 had been attracted 
by some primroses in Covent Garden Market, and brought 
them home to Paula. She took them very silently, 1 
thought, and bore them to a distant table to arrwage them. 
But when I presently approached her, she looked up, and did 
not attempt to disguise the tears that had been falling. 

“ Oh, Lewis! ^ey remind me so of the spring that is 
somewhere, though 1 cannot see it.” 

This from Paula! Tears over a few hedgeway flowers! 
Over the remembiunce of the country and the spring ! She 
had changed indeed. But, even if J thought it chUdiah, I 
loved her for it. 

I said, “ You shall see the spring if you wish. We will go 
into the country next week.” 

And we went. It was the very first advent of spring, 
which seemed to be dancing in an abandonment of happiness 
over the whole earth. And Paula almost danced too, as if in 
the joyousuess of regained freedom. Her face looked like a 
child’s sometimes, when she lifted it to me from her prim¬ 
rose gathering, holding the flowers before my eyes with 
ineffable delight. 1 learned to love them all for her sake, 
and to listen with her to her favourite blackbird’s song, and 
watch with her the tiny dew-brightened gossamers that hung 
to the hedges in the early morning. 1 believe that I, too, 
almost became a child again. That was an enchanted 
season. There would seem to be something in the spring¬ 
time which brings out the latent youthfulness of spirit in all 
of us with whom it yet lingers. 

But on the brightness and beauty of that time came a 
sudden and unexpected grief. Her fhther was taken ill, and 
she was summoned to what the physician told her was his 

death-bed. We set out instantly for-, but we ai’rived 

too late. The old man was dead, and 1 could only bold 
Paula to my heart, while she, in speechless woe, listened to the 
doctor as he delivered the message committed to him by his 
dying patient. 

c 
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His last words were of bis daughter. He and her mother, 
he said, would wait for her in heaven. And thero 1 bade the 
speaker cease, and leave us; for 1 felt her strong, passionate 
sobs rising against my breast; and tliey burst forth w'hen we 
were alone. Great, hopeless shrieks rent the air, and her 
iaoe—my Paula’s face—grew dark with a mighty agony that 
1 could not then understand. Nevertheless, 1 tried to 
soothe her. In vain. She sprang from* me suddenly, and 
stood aloof, gazing at me like one distraught. 

“ You tell me to be calm, to be cop^orted! ” she cried. 
“ You—you-k—you who know--” 

She stopped, the shi-ill voice broke down, and she fell 
helpless^ at my feet. 

After that a brain fever prostrated her for many weeks. 
Prom, the ravings of its delirium 1 learned strange new 
things, that my man’s instinct had failed to discover—that all 
my science, and learning, and logic could never have helped 
me to comprehend. 

Trees, birds, flowers, skies, were mingled in a chaotic 
crowd; while through it all seemed to stalk a dreadful in¬ 
carnation, a mysterious conception of Something, which 
alternately she shrieked to in wild entreaty, or shrank from 
in honible terror. Then she would seem to be stooping over 
the spring rivulet, gathering Ike spring flowers, as so lately I 
had really seen her. Murmuring to them, she would seem 
to shed her whde soul’s tenderness over their beauty, ibeir 
innocence, their happiness, till at last she seemed almost to 
rest in a sort of quiet trance, silent and at peace. But 
when that passed by, the paroxysm of convulsive fever was 
sure to succeed. Her diseased fancy ran riot then. Some¬ 
times it seemed she imagined it was I, her husband, who 
was dead; and she would say in a hoarse, quiet tone—a fear¬ 
ful tone, that it made even me shrink to listen to—-that she 
bad expected it for very long. 

“ Ever since J loved him I knew it. I knew he would go. 
He would go -!" And on tho word the voice rose to a desperate 
cry. Often I buried my head in my hands, almost unable to 
bear to hear, or see any more of the indescribable hoixor her 
every word and look expressed. And once, rousing myself 
from a Imlf stupor, after some such suffering, I was amazed 
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to perceive that she had become suddenly quiet. And even 
as I sprang towards her she moved her arms that had been 
wildly tossed above her head, folded the hands ouo on another, 
and, while a ghastly smile flickered on her face, the lips 
began to move. For a long time I could not detect the 
meaning of the low utterances; but at last, with a long 
sighing breath, some words became audible 

Pray God bless mamma and papa, and make Paula a 
good child." 

And presently she fell asleep — a calm, restful sleep, 
from which she awolce conscious — feeble, more feeble than 
1 can tell, so very frail was the thread by which she held to 
life for many days after. But—she lived. 

During the days of her convalescence, when at length she 
was able to move from one room to another, she used to lie 
on the sofa, with her head turned to the window, h^r eyes 
wandering about the familiar prospect with unrestful eager¬ 
ness. Sometimes they would fill with tears, unaware, I 
think, to herself. Great, grieving tears they were that fell 
heavily on the thin cheeks, and then her eyes went back to 
their old quest. What was she seeking, I often wondered, 
with that wistful gaze of hers ? 

I dared not ask her. I was becoming a coward. Within 
the last few weeks a new world of poswLilities had opened 
before me. Those had been dreadful lessons taught by 
Paula. 1 could not bear to know more of the horror surging 
under the qutet surface of her soul. I let it be. T stood by, 
silent and passive. The great tears swelled in my darling’s 
eyes, fell on her white cheeks, and oftentimes the mouth 
quivered and the hands were clenched, as in terrible pain; 
but 1 said never a word, gave never a sign. Rather I 
moved farther from her side, or looked more intently on the 
book I held in my hand. 

When—hut, 0 heaven! what had I to offer in baj-ter for 
the power to comfort her ? And how helpless I was! Her 
favourite dog, that came and liclted her hand, or looked 
pensively and lovingly up at his sick mistress —he possessed 
as much power as I. 

At last she was strong enough to travel, and change was 
prescribed for her. We were to proceed to Italy, and stay 
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there, for the next few months. The last day of our sojourn in 
the old village she asked to be allowed to walk a little way 
by herself. At first I remonstrated; but when she'pointed 
to the little churchyard, I yielded. Better she should go 
alone, I thought, there. So I watched her as she went. 
But presently, overcome by an intolerable gnawing feeling, 
half of strange curiosity, half of terrible anxiety, 1 followed 
her. 

She stood loaning on the gmvestone at the head of the 
two solemn mounds, one green and daisy-covered, the other 
brown and rough as yet. Something in ^e mere pitiful fact 
of this daughter bending over the graves of her father and 
her mother, smote me with a sense of mysterious sorrow tliat 
was not all sorrow. 

Something like sympathy stirred at my heart. It gave 
me singular courage. 1 drew near to her. In a moment I 
had my ann round her—1 held her close. 1 felt strong, as 
if I could give /wr strength. 

" Paula—wife! ” 1 said. * 

She turned to me a still face, uitfa a sad, forced smile just 
flickering on the brows. 

“ 1 am ready; let us go, husband.” 

Her arm rested on mine, her eyes were bent on me, and. 
with a steady step, and the same faint smile about her face, 
she walked from the graveyard. 

At tlie gate she paused, and looked back. Lush with 
summer were grass, and flower, and tree. Grey clouds kept 
back the sunshine, and softened the light. 1 remember well 
what we saw that minute, and the sound that then fell on 
my ears — Paula’s low trembling voice faltering these 
words:— 

“ If we should be wrong, and I not comfortless-? ” 

Oh, the anguish of the questioning look she turned on 
me! But I answered nothing — I could answer nothing. 
She said no more. We pa.s8ed tlirough the little wicket, 
and it closed after us, breaking the stillness with a harsh 
noise. 
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PAM III, 

f 

The foreign mission which had enabled mo again to leave 
Sngland, occupied more than a year. During that time, we 
traversed almost the whole extent of the hluropean continent, 
seldom staying more than a few w'eeks in" each place, till 
during the last month or two, when wo were able to live 
quietly in a little Neapolitan village on the shores of the 
Adriatic. I had daily business at the town a few miles oft’, 
but I used to return early, and Paula and I had many happy 
wanderings, fhe sky, the sea, the air, wore all so bright 
and so peaceful, they could not but impart Bomo of their 
brightness and peace to her. She had been bravely cheerful 
all through our wanderings, but 1 had detected how much 
strong effort it had needed to make her so. Now, it seemed 
to me, she was at once quieter and more tnily serene. She 
did not attempt to laugh or talk gaily; her voice and manner 
became more natural, if less mirthful. Sometimes she was 
thoughtful, and she had not allowed herself to be so for a long 
time, I knew. One thing also I noted, at first with a strangely 
mingled feeling of wonder and apprehension. Continually 
she read, studied, pored over a little Book that had been her 
fadier’s. On those sunny afternoons, when I rode back to 
her, I used pften to find her vrith that volume on her lap 
seated in the rude balcony of our casella, looking out over 
the sea intently, with something of the same searching look 
that 1 had seen long ago in her eyes, but never since. When 
I approached she would look up with a startled, pained 
look, and place the Bible aside. The Bible! To me it 
was but a dead record as of a science which newer and 
stronger light had found defective. What was it to her? 
1 never asked her—she never told me. But I think I can 
guess, now. 

One day, the last of our stay in the place, when I returned, 
as usual, from my daily journey, she was not in the balcany, 
nor in the house, nor in any of her usual haunts. The old 
woman who performed the part of servant for us, told me that 
she believed tlie signora had gone into the village, with a poor 
woman who had come to her for help. 
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“ She has a sick child, la poverina,” added she, “ and the 
signora gave her money, and then went after her \vith wine 
and meat.” 

So, having received directions as to the locality of the 
eastccciaccia wherein dwelt poor Modalena, who was the 
widow of a fisherman lost at sea the summer before, I wended 
my way thither. There was a little gathering of women and 
cliildreu about the open door, and, from their ejaculations 
and gestures, I was at no loss to understand that tlie child 
was in great danger. I luul a curious feeling as 1 heard 
them frequently utter my wife’s name, with many e.N^clama- 
tious of praise and gratitude, and frequenjj bciiedictions. 
My first instinctive fear was, lest the illness in the miserable 
dwelling wherein Paula had been lingering, was infectious; 
but of this apprehension I was relieved at once. 

The poor mother’s voice, sharp and clear, met my ears as J 
entered the outer room. Then my Paula spoke—very softly, 
hut I beard every word. 

“We have doue all we oau for him; wo must Iwjie, now. ’ 

“And pray! Ah, Holy Mary, look on me! Virgin 
Mother, have pity! Help me—^help my child!” shrieked 
Madaleua. A torrent of passionate prayers, uttered with 
shrill rapidity, followed. Then for a moment she paused. 
“ Signora, pray for me to your God. You that have been so 
good to me—ah, pray for me, that the child may live !” 

1 w'cnt into the inner room. There stood Paula, motion¬ 
less mid pale, by the wretched bed whereon lay the child. 
Madalena had flung herself before a rude wooden crucifix, 
and was again uttering her earnest, imploring cries; while 
Paula watched her, but never spoke. 

I touched her, and entreated her to come away. The 
child was evidently dying, and I dreaded the effect of so 
much painful excitement upon her. But she shook her 
head. She would stay. I stood aside, and looked on. 
When the last painful convulsions came on, it w'as Paula 
wha raised little Beppo’s head, and cradled it on her 
shoulder; for the mother was helplesjs with agony, and could 
do nothing. 

And so, on my wife’s bosom, the child died. She and I 
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both watched the almost imperceptible “ passing away ” of 
that mysterious thing we call Life. We both saw tlie final 
spasm, &nd then the gradual and wonderfal quietude which 
presently came over the little dead face. 

Madalena seemed stricken into an awe yet greater than 
woe by the sight. She fell on her knees beside it wi^i a 
terrible cry, and then was silent and still for many minutes. 
Hope and fear seemed to have .sunk togotlier heavily, in the 
empty heart. The look she wore was infinitely pathetic. J did 
not wonder at Paula’s fast-falling tears, and I was even glad to 
see them. * * * I left the two women to tliemselves 
for a little space. When I returned, Paula was ready to go 
home witli me, having appointed one of the village women to 
stay with Madalena, and see all done for her that could be 
done. A chorus of women’s voices followed Paula wlien she 
left. 

“ The Holy Virgin bless you, and make you a' happy 
mother! ” 

She clung to my arm, sliivoring. 

“Poor Madalena! poor mother!” said 1, to break the 
long silence that hold us as wc walked along. 

“Happy mother.*" she cried quickly, turning her flushed 
face towards me. “ Happy mother! she waits to see Ijer 
child, her husband again. In hor heart, in her faith, she 
po8se.sses them ./or Happy Madalena! " 

“ A childish faith that speaks in paiTot prayers, my Paula." 

“ Ah, she prays, she believes! It saves her heart from 
breaking; bull—1 cannot, cannot pray, even for my little 
unborn child." 

The words wore uttered rapidly, almost as if without her 
will. Then she was silent, and 1 also. We reached home, 
and sat long in the balcony, watching the purple sea deepen 
to black in the twilight. Stars came out, and the incessant 
murmur of the waves striving against the shore made solemn 
music. 1 stole my amx round my wife’s waist. Then, and 
not till then, a wild sob was suffered to break through her 
self-imposed calm. Her head drooped on my shoulder, and 
she wept freely and sweetly. Yes, sweetly. They were not the 
hunting, passionate tears she had been used to shed of old, but 
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ti very woman’s torrent of tender, blessed rain, tiiat relieved 
and ^sbened the air in falling. In the midst of them she 
faltered forth some words. I bent my ear to catch them. 

“ If—if, when our Wish is bom, any ill should come near 
it, what should I do ? where should we look ? " 

I tried to soothe her as one would soothe a frightened 
child. 

“Lewis, Lewis, I am so afraid, so afraid!" She pro¬ 
nounced the word in a tone that lent it new and deepened 
meaning. “I never feared before like this, even for you. 
Teach me to be brave—^teach me not to care.” 

“ You are brave, my darling. You were always brave.” 

“ I know I was. Tell me some of the old things I used to 
say, and believed that I believed. They were the first links 
of sympathy between us, do you remember? Our mutual 
scorn of traditions, of the slavery of opinion—our yearning 
for truth and freedom. How often we have talked of all these 
things! We thought alike, felt alike, and it strengthened 
me to feel myself always so close beside you. Why, how, 
have I gone astray, so that you can support and strengthen 
me no longer ? Lewis, Lewis, bring me ]^k again! ” 

But I could not. At that moment, instinctively 1 felt the 
vanity of all my logic, and I could not mock her with it now. 
She went on in the same trembling, excited tone,— 

“ Only a little while ago, and for even the clearest-headed, 
purest-hearted believer, I could feel nothing but a proud, self- 
gratulating compassion. Out of the strength of my intellect 
1 pitied all those who were so weak as to have faitli, Lewis. 
And now, have I scorned the faith that comforted and 
was held dear by the wise and good, only at last to yearn for 
that which my eyes will see, is unworthy ? Is blind credulity, 
is superstition, is ignorance better and wiser than all we have 
tried to teach ourselves ? I envy, I would give my whole life 
to be able to feel for one little minute like that poor mother 
this morning, praying at the feet of a wooden image. Ay, 
though her cl^d died—^though it died !" Her voice rose, 
strained to a pitiful shrillness. “ For she bdieves she shall 
see it again. To her, husband, child, and all the glory and 
beauty of life are immortaL Is it ignorance that gives to 
people such wealth as this? Husband, teach me to be 
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ignorant! Unlearn in me all that has entered into mj mind 
through this false, treacherous Beason, that deserts me in mj 
need. 'People go mad sometimes. What is intellect, or know¬ 
ledge, or learning, or the wisdom we have thought so wise, 
worth tJteii ? ” 

1 essayed to calm her. She listened while I spoke to her 
in the old way, went over again the old argdiuents that once,' 
she liad helped me to advance and support. I thought I 
succeeded in impressing her; for, when 1 had ended, she 
only replied by a quiet sigh. 

“ Yt)u have been too much excited to-day, my Paula. To¬ 
morrow you will see things differently." 

“ Shall I ? ” she said, absently. 

And she rose from her seat, and leaned over the balcony, 
looking out into the starlit uight. There was silence, except 
for the wistful, ever-desiring voice of the 4ba. The poft air 
just moved the thin folds of her robe, and in the dimness 1 
could disceni the outli)ie of her face, most beautiful, most 
pure, defined by the heavy braids of black hair. Somehow 
the quietude of the time, Ae conflicting influences that were 
about me, stole into my heart with a strange tenderness. For 
the first time in my man’s life I wished—ay, I wished- 

But that was folly, and I cast aside with shame, the half- 
formed thought. 

5*5 V <= 

That was, as I have said, our last day in Italy. Next 
moruiug we departed for England. 1 did not take Paula 
back to the dreary London house. Instead, I had caused to 
be put in readiness for us, a cottage on the outskirts of town, 
where, amid the green fields, with fresh air blowing among 
the many trees of the garden, there was a pleasant feeling of 
healthfulness and quiet. Here, one soft September day, our 
child was bom. 

Well named our Wish, was our fair little baby girl. In the 
joy of her coming, all disquiet, all doubt, all pain, was lost. 
Like the fevered visions of a past night, all remembrance of 
bygone heaviness and trouble seemed to depart from us. A 
new and happier life seemed opening to us with the advent of 
this tiny, helpless one. A wonderful strength seemed aroused 
in Paula. With returning convalesdbnce there came to her 
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more than renewed vigour, both of mind and body. A healthful 
brightness shone over her face; her voice sounded once more 
clear and ringing. With her baby in her arms shfe often 
looked to me completely, perfectly happy. And by virtue of 
some mysterious power that the simple fact of motherhood 
would seem to exert over all pure woman-nature, 1 believe she* 
was so : nay, that it was not possible for her to be otherwise, 
just .then. 

It lasted, or 1 thought so, for many months. Our Wish 
throve and gi-ew apace, like other babies, doubtless, though to 
Paula, and to me too, it seemed a perpetual, special mii-acle 
that W'as working under our eyes. No very terrible anxieties 
marred our happiness in her babyhood. Her first serious 
ailment enme when she was nearly twelve montlis old. Then, 
indeed, it was a dark time, and the desperate look 1 laiew of 
yore, began to ((iadow Paula’s face. But the illness was 
passed safely, and the gloom went with it. 

Yet from that time, there was a «diange. Hitherto the 
, child had almost been a part of herself. On hor lap, in her 
arms, or at h«r feet, Widi had always been with her. The 
helpless dependency of her babyhood, had been to the mother 
the dearest, sweetest blessing of her life. But from this time 
every month, every week seemed to take away from the 
blessing, and render it less perfect. And as little Wish pro¬ 
gressed in strength and growdh, and learned, fii’st to creep along 
the floor, then to stand on her timid, staggering little feet, 
and at last to walk or run fearlessly and alone—as all these 
epochs in baby life, one by one, came to pass, and the cliild’s 
existence became daily more separate from her own, Paula’s 
complete joy faded, her contentment fled. An ever-restless 
anxiety began to rack her heart. To leave the child, even 
for an hour, was, 1 knew, utter miseiy to her. Yet, the 
period of helpless, clinging itifancy being over, there was no 
excuse for the mother to neglect other duties in her constant 
devotion to her cliild, and Paula was too ine.xorablv con- 
scientious, to give way to those pangs of yearning that would 
continually have defiiined her with lier little oiie. 

Still, for all the pain, there were many halcyon intervals of 
happiness both for Paula and me. On summer afternoons, when 
we sat under the trees ill our sunny garden, with Wish playing 
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at our feet, plucking up the grass and flowers, and bringing 
them to us to see, we would plan her future, guess what she 
would be like as a woman, and imagine her a wife and a 
mother, bringing her children about us when we were old people, 
That was happiness. The vanity of “ planning,” llie over- 
daring of looking forward so far, never seemed to strike us. 
We allowed oui’selvos to dreum and prefigiffe thus to each 
other: it was our favourite pastime. Pleasant it was to look 
up from our murmured rausiugs to the child herself. She 
was very quiet always, and liked nothing better than sitting 
on the grass, crooning softly to hereelf over the daisies or the 
flowers we had gathered for her, often stroking them with her 
tiny fingers, as if they w'ere sentient things. She was a happy 
litde creature. Childish Uls seemed to dbmc lightly to her. 
She never pined or fretted, and seldom cried witli the 
passionate grieving or anger, that seems natural tc^ moat 
young (children. Her little life flowed on serenely, equably, 
and we watched it, and were content. It was not either of 
m, who first noted the fact that our Wish, if she were nevoj' 
pettish, restless, or unhappy, like other children, also never 
showed any of the glee, of the overwhelming life tliat is so 
manifest in “ otlier children.” 

1 remember the day tlmt niy friend pointed out this fact 
to me. The child (she was then neaidy four years old) was 
sitting in her accustomed place at her mother’s feet, her 
radiant little head leaning against her mother’s skirt. Such 
a picture they made! My Paula, with her queenly head 
bent low over her darling, aud Wish so fair, so exquisitely, 
purely fair, with her baby fingers busied among the coloured 
woi’steds she had chosen for playthings. 

“ How quiet she always is I ” said my friend, an eminent 
physician who lived near us. 

His low tone, his intent look at tlie child, starthal mo, and 
I glanced hastily towards Paula. She was smiling happily. 
J could not tell why her smile smote me with a sense of pain 
just then. But Dr. Lethby had his hand on the door, and I 
followed him from the room. 

“ Yes,” said I, iudilferently ; “ little 'Vl’^ish is a quiet child. 
Only childi’en are apt to be so, I suppose.” * 

*' How old is she—nearly four years ?” 
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I nodded. He was silent, but I felt urged on to speak. 

“ She is backward with her tongue, too, which makes her 
seem quieter. She can only say a few words very impeifectly. ” 
I know.” 

“ Your little Luc)% who is not so old, talks quite well, 
doesn't she ? We shall be jealous.” 

He did not echo my slight laugh. He stood pulling on 
bis gloves, and looking dubiously now at me, now at the 
ground. 

“ After all,” he muttered, as if to himself, “ it may only be 
a false alarm.” 

“ What alarm?" I had him by the arm, and I compelled 
him into the adjacent room. I shut the door, and stood witli 
my back against it,*to guard it alike from affording ingres. .■> 
Paula, or egress to the doctor, till he had answered me. 

“ What is the matter ?" said I. “ What is wTong? Whut 
do you suspect ? ” 

“ My dear fellow-” he began. 

“ In few words, Lethby. I am strong, not patient, 
few words.” 

“ You will forgive me if time should prove (as please Gt 
itimay) that I am mistaken; but for some time 1 have 
watched your little girl with apprehension, and I fear—all 
is not right—^with the brain. There is—some defect in the 
intellect. I fear so. I am not yet sure. Have courage." 

I bit my lip till the blood flowed freely, and clenched my 
hands firmly on the chair I held by. My first impulse was 
to strike down the man who told me this terrible truth, for I 
felt it was truth. I had no doubt, no hope—^not for a single 
instant. I knew it was as lie said. 

“ Don’t tell your wife,” he went on, seeing I said nothing, 
“till the fact is ascertained beyond doubt. Kemember, 
there is hope. 1 have been mistaken before, when 1 felt as 
assured of other things. The suspicion rests on my judg* 
ment alone. Nevertheless, it is well you should know— 
that you should recognise the possibility—you understand? 
Otherwise, I would not have told you. But precaution, 
taken in time, may do much.” 

The mad, instinct of passionate retaliation had 

passed by. 1 took the hand he held to me, and grasped it 
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firmly. 1 thanked him for his kindness, his consideration, 
in a firm voice. 1 would not tell my wife; I would wait—- 

giiided hy him—I would-But then he was wthout tlie 

door, and I closed it on him quickly, and w'ent back to my 
study. 

I sat there thinking till Paula came to seek me. I had 
wisely planned not to let her know, or suspect—planned like . 
a man, not reckoning on the w'omau’s instinct that is as a 
second soul within her, and, where she strongly loves, would 
seem to be almost omniscient. The instant her eyes struck 
on my face, her own look answered mine. She was on my 
breast, entreating, in her low, eager voice, that would not be 
denied nor hush^—entreating, entreating to know all. Wliat 
idled me Wliat ill was impending over me—or the child ? 

’' er voice rose to a pitiful cry on those words, the chiU. 

Then she looked up at me—holding my eyes with hers by 
her straight, unflinching gaze—and she listened, whik *S 
‘ her. 


TART IV. 

And the weeks grow into months, and tlie months mU> 
years, and little Wish grew tall and fair, like the arum lilies 
she loved to peer into with her wistful blue eyes. Wistful 
eyes, indeed, they were, as though perpetually yearning for 
what they could never find. As she became older the pecu¬ 
liarity of her mind became more evident. 11 was as if some 
thin but inexpugnable mist had been set between her per¬ 
ceptions and her comprehension—nothing more. Notliing 
more ! It was enough. Sometimes a slender rift seemed to 
open, and let in the light with a sudden, sharp gleam; and 
then shut close again, more hopelessly, inexorably, than 
before. At such times the child was sadder than her wont. 
Usually, she maintained the same quiet but mirthless 
serenity that had marked her infancy. Her senses were 
acute, and in their gratification she evinced a delicate, 
eclectic refinement at which I often marvelled. She seemed 
instinctively to be drawn to the most perfect flower in the 
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garden—the fairest trees—the greenest nooks. Tn the same 
way, harmoniously-assorted colours, graceful forms, and 
beautiful music always attracted her; while from all that was 
less than beautiful, she turned in utter and spontaneous 
rejection. 

She spoke very seldom, though her utterance was distinct, 
and quite froo from defect. 13ut speech seemed unnatural 
and painful to her; and, unless all other and more habitual 
meaus of making herself understood failed her, she scarcely 
ever volnntorily resorted to it. 1 think, had it not been for 
her mother’s pereistent efforts, her pitifully earnest, never- 
wearying endeavours, first in teaching the child, and then in 
iuduchig her to practise the utterance of the words she had 
taught—but for this, our Wish would never have taken 
human speech upon her. As it was, it needed all Paula’s 
care and persuasion to prevent the knowledge slipping 
from her. The silent, quiet child seemed herself to feel 
no need of it. Enough for her to cling aliout us, to 
nestle in onv bosoms, and look up at us with her eyes 
eloquent of love, or wonder, or pejplexity. And her cata¬ 
logue of emotions seemed completed iu those three. She 
knew nothing of fear, or anger, or distress. Pain, that trial 
to most childish natures, appeared to have little power over, 
hers, f hice, when she slipped down and cut her arm, while 
Puulii was in anguish ns she bound up the ugly wound that 
looked so red and terrible on her Mr white flesh, the child 
herself sat calmly on her mother’s lap, and looked at her 
disturbed face in surprise. 

“ Does it hurt my darling much ? ” 

“ Not much,” A minute after she added slowly, “ Ithurts you, 
mamma.” And the perplexed look came over her face. After¬ 
wards, when the arm inflamed, and the pain for a few hours 
was very great, it was only by her involnutaiy restlessness we 
could tell she was conscious of it. She never cried or com¬ 
plained, or fretted- She lay on the sofa quite still, except when 
she clianged the position of her bandaged arm, and looking out 
upon her mother and myself, with steadfest, grave eyas. Ever and 
anon Paula left her work to hang over her, caress tije bldning 
hair, or cover the pale little face with kisses—anything to let 
free some uf the great passion of tenderness that was for ever 
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tbrobbing at her hoai’t. And then 'Wish would respond with 
her sweet, soft kisses, iu silence. But when I went up to 
her, the dubious expression in her face waxed more intense; 
and then came tho slow, quiet utterance which, perhaps 
because it was so rare, always seemed to me to create its own 
fit surrounding stillness, 

“Papa, where does it come from?" ~ 

“ What ‘ it,’ my Wish ? ” 

“ Thisand her slight gesture told mo what she meant, 

“The pain is in the wound the sharp stone made,” 

After a pause she shook her head, with the old wstful 
glance. 

“ Mamma put it in,” she said, presently. 

“ Mamma would not hurt "Wish for all the world.” 

“ Who hurts Wish ? ” 

And I said again, “Tho sharp stone;” but she only 
turned a.-iide her asking eyes, and dropped into silence. 

Over such instances as these, how Paula and 1 pondered! 
How wo treasured them in our remembrance, cheering our¬ 
selves with the thought of' them, often, when a long interval 
of strajige, imchildish quietude and muteness hud almost 
slaiu tho embryo Hope in our hearts! 

The child was tdways with her mother. She did not care 
to play with other children : from their boisterous games she 
instinctively drew aside, neither could she join in their 
chatter over pictures and story-books; for, though Wish 
would soon be nine years old, aU our pains had been in¬ 
effectual to make her comprehend anything of tlie mysteries 
i)f the alphabet. All was dark to her there; she could not pene¬ 
trate even so far as the threshold of earthly learning. 
Nor did she seem to comprehend or he interested in any of 
the usual interests of chUdren. The stories they repeated 
to her sometimes, aroused no feelifig iu her; but Paula and I 
kueAv what she liked better. She would listen to us for 
hours together, while we told her long, dreamy tales of 
flowers, and birds, and clouds; or said to her, over and over 
again, musical stanzas, not the sense, but the sound of which 
appeared to enthral her in a species of fascination. To 
wander about the garden, looking at the flowers and into 
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them, in her never-ceasing hut inscrutable quest after wc 
knew not what; to listen to the birds, and the wind, and the 
rain, and the busy little meadow-streams; to watch the 
clouds, and tree-tops, and the familiar faces about her; and 
sometimes to listen to us, as I have said—these were her 
pleasures, and in them her life seemed to pass serenely on. 
She never needed playmates or other companions; she never 
seemed loss lonely than when alone. 

3|E ^ * 

Thus, as I have said, she was seldom with other children, 
though our friend Dr. Lethby’s family lived so near us. But 
one spring it happened that his little daughter Kate had ait 
illness, and for many weeks afterwoi'ds was too delicate to go 
out of doors or play with the other children. In this state 
the little invalid evinced a singular and persistent desire to 
have Wish with her. One day that Paula took tlie child in 
with her to Mrs. Lethby's, Kate would with difBculty be per¬ 
suaded to let her go again, and the next morning came a peti¬ 
tion that Wish might be suffered to go and spend that day 
with the ailing little girl, who “ fretted after her continually.” 

Children often have such hmcies, especially when they art- 
sick, and Paula and 1 could liardly refuse to indulge this one. 
But it seemed strange and painful to take our child into 
another house, and leave her there, even though she herself 
seemed satisfied to remain, and stood quietly beside Kate, 
Bubmissive to have her hands taken, lier hair played with, and 
to he embraced and fondled to the heart’s content of her com¬ 
panion. 

When she returned to us in the evening, w-e both thought 
the visit had done her good. There was more vitality iu the 
little face, and its usual paleness had given place to a delicate 
colour that w’e liked to see. But she was very quiet and 
silent, and, as she sat on Plula’s knee for half an hour before 
her bedtime, she replied chiefly by gestures to our questions 
concerning her visit. We gathered that she had been veiy 
content there, and would like to go ogain—^tliat she loved 
Kate and Mrs. Lethby, and the canary birds and the pictures. 
When we mentioned these last (for Dr. Lethby had a few 
very fine paintings hanging in his dining-room), she turned 
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round suddenly, with a wonderfully bright gleam of conscious¬ 
ness or remembrance shining in her face ; but it seemed to 
pass before she could give it words. 

Presently, Paula took her away. She had wished me good 
night. Her sweet child-kiss still lingered on my lips. ] 
resumed my book; but, after ten minutes’ abstracted poring 
over it, the recollection of some memoranda to make, some 
authorities to consult from the bookcase in our room, led me 
upstairs. The room communicated with the smaller chamber 
where Wish slept. The door was open between the two, and 
the light streamed through. 1 went and lit the lamp by the 
bookcase, and commenced my search for the needed volume, 
Paula’s voice occasionally sounded from the inner room, where 
she was undressing the child. 'Ihen I was startled by the 
sweet, clear, little voice of Wish herself 

“ Mamma, 1 knoAv ! ” 

“ What do YOU know, darling ?” 

“ I know—I know- 

Her voice, always low, had dro])}»ed to the faintest murmur, 
'rhen, suddenly, she ceased, and J could detect the tiny 
breathings, coming and going, fast and broken, as in an 
agony of strange e.vcitement. 

“My darling, wlmt is it—what ails my Wish?” came 
Paula’s trembling, hun’ied tones. 

J started to my feet, moved softly, and looked througli the 
half-open door. The mother had clasped her child closely, 
and was bending over her with a look eloquent, hardly of 
fear, nor yet hope, but an anguish of both united fhat 1 under¬ 
stood. She murmured her question again, in the midst of 
passionate kisses that she spent over the little fair face ; but 
the child broke free from her clasp. Gently she raised her 
head, and looked up into her mother's eyes. 

“ God-.” It was said faintly, shyly, yet distinctly, 

and, having said, she nestled down again, hiding hei’ face. 

1 moved from the door without glancing at Paula. There 
came no answer, no word from her. At last the silence was 
again lightly stirred by the child's voice;— 

“ Kate asks God to take care of her, and her mamma and 
papa. I will, too.” 

“No, no; not at vii/ knees—not there! ” T hoard Paula mutter. 

1 ) 
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“ Is it wrong>»is Wish wrong ? Is God a Avrong thing?’’ 

“ Hush, hush! Nay, my own darling, it is not wrong. 
Look up, look up. Mamma cannot bear to see Wieb'ery." 

But tlie passion of weeping, so rare in the child, was not 
easily assiu^ed. 

“ Mamma, mamma ! I thought you would be glad. Wish 
was so glad.” 

For a long time I listened to Paula, as she strove to soothe 
and console her. Then I w’ent down, my hook in my hand, 
and waited for her coming. She entered the room with the 
look on her face tliat I was prepared to see—the look that 
had not rested tliere for many years. I met her outstretched 
hands, and answered the look, and then she drfjpped by my 
side, and hid her face. 

“ Is she asleep?” I asked her. 

“ Yes, Lewis. Her little voice is ringing in my ears now. 
Such a little, innocent voice to utter words like those ! Lewis. 
Lewis ! what does it mean ?” 

“ She has learned from Kate Lethbv the words she used. 
The idea is new to her, and she caught it at once, like a 
child. That is all.” 

“ Ay, but it is not all. I^eAvis; it is not all. It seemed as 
if the thought had been sleeping in her mind long before now. 
It is not newly born ; it is only awakened. And I, I must 
crush it back. 1 could do no more tlian strike it away from 
her. And she cried as she never cried before in all her life. 
Her tears rent my heart.” 

“ 1 know ; I can guess, Paula.” 

" You cannot; it is not in a man’s soul to tell the agony 
of mine. I am her mother, and I have stabbed her with her 
first grief! Never in all her little life before, has she shed 
tears like those.’’ 

“ It is a good sign. It renews our hopes,” 1 said, with 
resolved cheerfulness. But mv wife turned from me in 
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bitterness. 

" What hopes ? Oh, Lewis! is it not mockery in us to 
desire so earnestly for our child the strength and dearness of 
intellect that only bring doubt and misery to ourselves ? Let 
her remain as she is—my innocent, trusting angel! She is 
wiser than we. Sometimes I believe in my inmost heart 
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that shie ktioivs more than M'd-~-that her helpless, childish 
trust is nearer the truth than all our doubts.” 

“ That is not reasonable, Paula," I said. 

“ Away with this cold logic! ” she returned, almost fiercely; 
“ it speaks to my ears, and not to my soul. Lewis, T cannot 
choose but cling to my little one's sweet hands; they draw 
me towards her, no less in spirit than in bodyr She is holy, 
and pure, and true. What am 1, that 1 dare to dispute 
against her instincts ? Let me follow her.” 

“ I woiUd not prevent you if I could," I answetred, sadly. 
“ If you caei believe, Paula, happiest for you.” 

“ You say so ?” die said, in an awed tone, looking into my 
face. f 

“ Even I say so. Yes, I have not ceased to be a sceptic, 
Paula, but I no longer exult in my scepticism. As men grow 
older, 1 suppose it is so. Doubt, after all, may be a harder 
tyrant than belief. If will could bestow on me a creed, 1 
should be no unbeliever now; but reason is strong, and will 
not bend. I cannot, I cannot - 

Paula drew closer to me in silence as I abruptly broke off. 
There was a long pause before I spoke again. 

' “If it be possible for you to go out of the cold shadow that 
I am prisoned in—go, Paula. It would make me happier to 
see you in the sunshine. Forgive me ; 1 know I have kept 
you from it hitherto. I did my share of the work.” 

“ No, no, no ! " she cried, vehemently. “ Husband, hus¬ 
band ! I will not have you say so; I will not have you reproach 
yourself. It is my own hard, stubborn heart that held me 
back always, that holds me back now. Not you, not you." - 

She melted into passionate tears, and we said no more. 

It was the next day to this—a bright July day—I went 
early to Loudon on my usual business. I said nothing to 
Paula about the child, nor did I ask if she was to go again to 
little Kate. Wish was her own quiet, noiseless self again 
that morning. She sat in her customary place, at that side of 
the table whence she could look out through the window on to 
the garden. Her clear eye seldom left that outlook, and I 
fancied her face brightened momently, in the glory of the 
sunshine that was flooding earth and sky so graciously. 

Her little footsteps followed me down the garden path; her 



30 


TYPES OF WOMANHOOD. 


little hand detained me at the gate. She lifted her face with 
the familiar gesture, and as I bent down to take her in my 
arms and kiss her, she said,— 

“ Wish is glad—so glad.” 

“ W'^hy is she glad ? ” 

“ I don’t know.” And the yearning rose from the deeps of 
her eyes. She looked round her searchingly at radiant 
flowers, trees, and sky, as if seeking the mystery of their 
brightness, then flung her arms i-ouud my neck, and nestled 
her head in my bosom. “ Wish is glad,” she said again. 

'What moved the child to this gladness, or to utter it in 
words on that special morning ? Shall I ever know ? 

The remembrance of her sweet look, the feelii^ of her dear 
arms round my neck, sunk down into my heart. 1 forgot 
nothing of the brief episode during all the day. It followed 
me into my usual avocations ; it made the time beautiful to 
me. As I went home at evening I thought of it. It was a 
thought in harmony with the ineffable purity of joyousness 
that seemed to peiwade the world that evening. Clear' and 
rosy shone the western sky, though the sun wanted half an 
hour to its setting—richly sounded tire blackbird's song, and 
the green fields and the sloping hill beyond, with its broidery 
of woodland, and its crown—the old grey church tower and 
quaint wooden spire rising from it—all seemed to me Ivstroiis 
that evening, as if the air around were something more than 
air, and illumined all that was belield through it. 

So 1 tliought as I turned down the green lane leading to 
our cottage; as 1 walked along the garden path where Wish's 
footsteps had followed me that morning. I entered at the 
open door and passed into the general sitting-room. No one 
was there; but Paula’s needlework was scattered on the table, 
aud a bunch of flowers, arranged as Wish loved to arrange 
them, lay on the window-sill. I took them up, gratefully 
inhaling their fre.sli fragrance, while looking out anew oii the 
radiant hill, aud the western sky, where the sun was partially 
covered, and seemed trying to burst free from a long line of 
dappled clouds. So T stood in the recess of the bow window 
for some time, till the rustle of a robe sounded in the room, 
and Paula's hand was laid upon my arm, and Paula’s voice 

“ Husband! Wish is ill-very ill.’’ 
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I do not know what I said, or how sho looked. I only 
remember the snddeu hoh'or of the shock, the heavy weight 
that fell on my heart, crushing all quiet thoughts away. 1 
remember, too, that the sun had burst through the detaining 
clouds, and shone round and golden, while the level light, 
intense and absolute, glorified the landscape that had seemed 
bright before. 

It was strange, and yet not strange, that both Paula and I, 
from the first, had the same dim, breathless terror of this 
illness that had suddenly smitten the child. She had drooped 
and sickened all within a few hours, they told me. At first, 
Dr. Lethby himself was perple.xed by the singular nature of 
the attack; but ultimately it resolved itself into one of those 
dread fevers, so subtle, and sometimes so fatal. Sometimes— 
only sometimes! I said this to mj-^self day after day, trying 
to keep up the show of hope. But I was a hypocrite. Through 
the long hours that I watched In’- the little bed, where our 
darling tossed in restless delirium, though I watched as 
eager!}', as jealously, as if, by the keenness of my vi.sion, I 
could fence off all ill that could come hear her:—still—1 
knew. 

Oil the ninth day, exhausted, 1 had been compelled by Dr. 
Lethby to leave the sick room for a space. I fell into a 
heavy, torpid sleep, from which I was aroused by a voice, 
“Come,” it said, “at once. The child is sinking. Kervo 
yourself for your wife’s sake. She suffers more than you can 
do.” 

And I rose and staggered to my feet, like one in a dream, 
and follow’ed him. * * + I could not bear it. 1 could 

not bear to see the tiny figure, with its lily face and closed 
eyes, lying there. All my manhood forsook me. E Hung 
myself by the bedside, and burst into a passion of despair. 

A hand took mine and pressed it. Paula liad stolen to my 
side ; Paula's voice spoke to me. 

“ Hush, husband! ” Dnly those two words, but in such a 
tone ! Calm, comforting, tender. 1 looked up at her—her 
face wore the same expres.sion as her voice. 

“Is there hope, then?” I said, in a harsh whisper; 
and they told me there was none! “ Paula, can she 
live?” 
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“ No. Oh, be still, for her tnotnentB are very few; arid 
she can heaa* you.” 

She was again hanging over the child, watching every 
quiver of her little face, listening to every faint breath that 
came and went. 

Presently the eyelids trembled and unclosed. The wide 
blue eyes sought the mother's facse, and rested there, content. 
A smile parted the pale lips, and she seemed to try to speak. 

“ Mamma.” 

She laid her head beside her, so as better to hear the feeble 
utterance. 

“ The pain *6 gone.” 

“ Yes, my darling. Oh, my child, my child!" The 
agony would have way for the minute. The little head turned 
restlessly on its pillow. 

“ Is mamma sorry?” 

“ No—no—-no. Mamma is content,” 

There was a long silence. Then again the w'cak, tremulous, 
tiny voice:—' 

“ Where are yon, mamma and papa?" 

We each took one small hand. 

“ Why can’t 1 see you ? Why are you so far off ? " 

Paula slid her aim under the dear bead, and held her so. 
The slender breath grew short and fast. Dr. Lethhy drew 
near—looked for a minute—then left us, softly. 

“ Mamma—^papa! ” We detected the faint whisper, and 
bent down very close, that we might lose nothing of the 
fragile sound. “ Come, too. Come with Wish." 

And that was all. The lips ceased to be stirred, even by 
the fluttering breath. A slight spasm convulsed her face for 
a moment, and then left it settled in that pure, peaceful like¬ 
ness we were to know it by, evermore. 

We leaned over her, dumbly. 1 felt as if in a dream. 1 
could not realise, 1 could not l^lieve in anything that 1 saw. 
Wish lying there, with that wliite, soft smile on her face, was 
not real, and still less was Paula, sitting without word or sign, 
gazing down on the dead .face with her steadfast eyes. It was 
in an instinctive effort to break the circle of illusion^; which 
surrounded me that 1 called on her n^e. 

She roused then, and looked^ up. The anguish seemed to 
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surge over her face in a gradual wave of consciousness. It 
broke, with a forlorn wandering of the eyes, a beseecliing ges¬ 
ture of the outstretched arms, and a low, long, desolate wail. 

“My darling—my treasure. (>h, my child—my child— 
my cliild! ” 

I sat there, mute, and watched her agony. I dared not go 
near it. I was stonelike and helpless. I fglt as if all ray 
world had slipped, by me—floated away irretrievably into an ’ 
unknown vorte-v, while I stood watching, as now, witli my 
hands bound to my side and my utterance choked, even from 
lamentations. 

My last -remembranGe was of Paula coming to me, 
touching my forehead with her hands. Then everything was 
blotted out from eyes and mind. 

sjj in ’-i; 

1 had been a strong man, vigorous in health, as I was lield 
to be in intellect. But in that long illness 1 seemed to be 
drained of life, bQth mental and physical, till only the dregs 
of both remained. Then tliere followed a long period of 
convalescence, during which all I could do wa».to lie quietly 
where they placed me, sometimes with closed lids and heavy 
listless thoughts vaguely .traversing my mind; sometimes 
with my eyes wandering restlessly about the room, till they lit 
on Paula’s patient face, whereon tliey would linger. About 
tliat face my thoughts grew entangled often. 1 could not 
rightly order them. A misty consciousness, a painful yearn¬ 
ing after something forgotten, continually led me into a maze 
of ideas, so imperfectly oomprehended, that 1 felt more than 
ever weak and helpless in the midst. 

At length, one day, a very little thing broke the spell that 
kept my mind so rigbUgr in its bonds. Some flowers were 
brought and laid beside me. Their delicate fragrance seemed 
to steal into my very inmost heut Among them were one. 
or two sprays of white jasmine, with their peculiar aromatic 
odour. On the wings of tliat subtle essence, recollactioD 
came to me, and renewed consciousness. These were 
favourite flowers of our Wish; they had been among those— 
the last gathered by her hands—that I had i^urelessly taken 
up that evening—a whole life since !—and distinctly, to every 
smallest detail of “ that evening ” 1 remembered. I saw the 

4 
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radiant hill and the rosy sunset, the aspect the room had 
worn, and the look on Paula’s face when she came in to tell 
me that Wish was ill. Then came the long, blurred, hazy 
memory of the ensuing days, scai'cely of anxiety~that were 
too hopeful a name for the feeling with which we hungrily 
watched every breath ouf darling drew—every change on her 
face—-evciy sdmug of her limbs—through that terrible time. 

From these remembrances I lifted my eyes, and read their 
sequel in Paula’s face. Yet was there still something in that 
shadowed face which I could not understand. Involuntarily 
my thought took words. “ How changed ! " I said. And 
again in my mind I commenced groping about for some new 
revelation which should make things clearer to me. Uut at 
the sound of my voice, Paula came and stooped beside me, 
looking earnestly into my face, as if she were startled to hoar 
me speak. Her own voice trembled as she asked me, 
“What was changed?” Hho was afraid lest my answer 
should betray that 1 was still not myself, for—poor wife !■—I 
had been utterly bereft of sense for many weeks. “ You are 
changed, Paula," I said; “ is this a new world ? ” 

" Ay—it is—it is ! ” she answered me ; and she put her 
arms round me, and wept abundantly. 

By and by, as she gradually told me the history of all 
-those past seven weeks, 1 began to look in wonderment into 
her face, wherein I could detect no traces of the old stony 
desperation that had been wont to come there when danger 
was near those she loved. For hers was a nature that could 
bear bravely, endure cheerfully, many troubles that most 
women would shrink from ; but when anxiety or sorrow really 
touched her, it did more than afflict, it tortured her. All 
this slowly recuired to mo with vividness, as I lay on my sofa, 
holding her hand fast, and watching the outline of the pale, 
. beautiful face tliat was slightly averted from me. She was 
looking at the landscape M'hich was stretched out before the 
window. It was early autumn now ; I knew the look of the 
trees in the garden, of the copse on the slope of the hill. The 
remembered it. Cruelly, relentlessly bright it looked 
now in the soft sunshine. A.fter a little while I hid my face 
from it. 

“ Wliat month is this?" 1 asked her. 



OUB WISH. 


41 


She told me, September. I paused to think; and she divined 
my thought, and prevented the question that hovered on my 
lips. • « 

" It was the first week in August that our darling went," 
said she, softly. “ And then,” she presently added, in the 
same hushed tone, “ you left me, too. I thought I had lost 
both.” 

“ How did you bear it, Paula ? ’’ I cried, Wtily. “ Why 
did your heart not break ? Why was I the one to fail, and 
fall helpless at this titne ? " 

“ A year ago," said Paula, “ I should have fallen lielpless, 
too, Lewis. No human strength—no merely human fortitude is 
capable of enduring such woe as ours." She stopped abruptly 
—then added in a strange tone, low but distinct, and with a 
tremulous quiver vibrating through overy word—“ But 1—I 
was not comfortless.” 

I looked at her in silence. , 

“ Lewis," she wliispered agafh, “ I was not comfortless.” 
A pause. “No,” she went on, slowly—and now her voice 
rose, steady and clear, like the light that gathered and 
brightened in her eyes—“ a mother who has seen her child 
die, is still not comfortless. For no mother who has lost her 
child can donht. Lewis, do yon understand me? God is 
good,” she cried, passionately, “ and in his mercy he ordered 
it so, that to a bereaved mother's soul must come the con¬ 
viction that is more than knowledge—the faith that is worlds 
above all reasoning. I know that I shall have my child 
again ! Lewis—Lewis—I Jcnoiv it! ” 

She sank down beside me; and again the soft rain of tears 
fell pleuteously. When women weep so, it is well with 
them. ='■ ♦ And I lay still and thought. 

* ♦ * ' * 

It was well with Paula, I could seo that. To see it 
steadied me, strengthened me infinitely. Ay; even though 
that llcvelation which at length her bruised and chastened 
spirit had been made capable of receiving—was still to me 
something speaking in a strange language which I could not 
learn. And so it was with me for very long. The feeling of 
that long convalescence was a very new one. It might well 
be sp, for the clear head, the vigorous brain, I had had a 
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Hum’s pride in possessing, had passed from me for ever; and. 
during those months of slow recovery to bodily strength, I 
had to grow accustomed to the truth. Mental strength 
would never be mine again. All my capacities were bounded 
now by but a narrow circle. The profound thought, the 
complicated reasoning, that had been easy to me as pastime, 
I co^d pursue no longer. 

The affliction fell heavily upon me—perhaps the smaller 
cares it involved, helped to nowe us both to endurance. My 
vocation was gone, and with it our means of living, save the 
small sum that yearly accrued to Paula. It was enou^ to 
save us from absolute want; but my condition, the doctors 
said, necessitated many luxuries, and to gain money for 
these, Paula worked hard. Not writing; the time for that 
was past. She had lived too much, perhaps, to be able to 
put life on papej- as she had done years before. Imagination 
iusid been set aside by vital, engrossing reality, for so long, 
that it could not now resudie its functions os of old. But 
she was more than content to teach the few little childreu 
thi^ came to her every morning. Intercourse with children, 
indeed, grew to be one great solace of her life. 

The other—yes, I think I was a solace to her, even when 
I myself was most hopeless. 

And years passed on. Comparative wealth came to us 
then; but Paula for a loug while continued her labour of love 
among the little children. 

We grew old together. It is hot long since she left me. 
I have been very lonely since then; but not—fm she said 
once—not comfortless. 

Yet, though I am no sceptic now, 1 do not hope ever to 
attain to the clear faith, the loving tnist, that shed such 
peace over the last years of Paula’s life. I am humbled 
—1 feel abased to the very dust, ivhen I feel myself in my 
weakness and feebleness, clinging for my sole hope to those 
truths which in my proud, strong days I rejected and con¬ 
temned. 

Thus—^not in despair, yet rejoicing mth trembling—I wait. 

It has helped to wear away this time of W’aiting to write 
this history for you, my true and kind friend. You knew me 
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when the world applauded me as strong and great; and when 
it compassionated my weakness and my ruined prospects. 
And I’think you who, seeing deeper than the world, saw 
through both the strength and the weakness, will find the 
lesson that I know these pages must convey. 

So, farewell. 
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I AM a woman some years past thirty, and unmarried; you 
know, therefore, to what class I belong. If I do not like the 
generic term, “old maid,” still leas am I ashamed of it. 
althoui^ conventionalism has attached thereto its own inter¬ 
pretation, often bravely belied by us. T say often—not 
always. An army, however valorous in the aggregate, may 
yet number a few skulkers and cowards; the most virtuous 
of communities is seldom altogether exempt from the vicious; 
and so, some old maids love gossip, and some are vain and 
coquettish long after the era when those qualities are looked 
on indulgently, by a world ever lenient to youth. Some, like 
Miss Bridget Sting, arc mischief-makers, and some put on 
severity of judgment with their first “front," and their failure 
in charity keeps pace with the gradual departure of their good 
looks. Be tills confessed ; even they, the black sheep of the 
Hock, should, by their veiy faults and bitternesses, form 
subject not for sarcasm and blame, hut for pity. 

Consider,—if you feel so keenly the discomfort of inter¬ 
course with Miss Bridget Sting, or Miss Letitia Macpiy'—if 
your mental vision smarts with being brought to bear on that 
infinitesimal which only is contained within their horizon— 
if your more generous soul feels wounded by the contact with 
the liard, ungenial, and unforgiving—if your own sense of 
beauty and goodness grows dim while remaining, ever so 
briefly, in a world which recognises them not—even as a 
man might half forget the sunshine, in talldng to the blind— 
if, in a word, you feel the misery of transient intercourse 
with these minds—consider how much more miserable arc 
they who o^vn the minds and cannot get away from them. 
Never forget that they who are most di.sagreeahle to the 
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world, are hateful to none so much as to tliemselves; and 
this in spite of the kind robe of vanity which ever lends itself 
so graciously where it is most needed. There are moments 
of inspiration to other tliau poets, when man sees himself as' 
he is, not as he seems, and something of the lost angel in 
him looks down on the human, with clear, keen, awful eyes. 
In such moments God have pity on the vile, jis on the weak 
and the erring I How many of us, do you think, stand 
beyond the reach of that divine compassion vouchsafed to 
those three conditions of men ? 

You, bright-faced, bright-hearted girl, in all the uncon¬ 
scious (yet none the less tyrannical) pride of your grace and 
beauty, your eighteen summers, your clear young brain, and 
fresh untroubled mind-—look not wilh unsofteniug gaze at 
the Miss Bridgets of your acquaintance; bear with their ill- 
nature and their bad humour; yoti can afford to be indulgent. 
Out of the same mine come diamonds and fliuts. Itiwould 

i) 0 an ungrateful diamond that would not have patience with 
the duluess and unloveliness of the commoner stone. 

If you tire of all this, and call it sermonising, at least con¬ 
fess it to bo disinterested. You may believe me when I tell 
you that 1 am not a Miss Bridget, any more than 1 am a 
beautiful girl of eighteen. Eighteen years ago I wtu 
eighteen; hut never, since I entered this breathing world, 
have 1 been beautiful. 1 think i have a right to demand 
that this gratuitous avowal he accepted as guarantee for my 

j) erfect sincerity and candour in all that follows. The in¬ 
stinct of truth must he strong indeed, in the woman of six- 
and-thirty who voluntarily resigns that dear vested interest in 
the past—the privilege of talking about lier bygone good 
looks. You do not very often meet with a woman of middle 
age, plain howsoever she may be, w'ho does not occasionally 
revert to her youth with a half-simpering assertion, equally 
singular and incontrovertible, “ Ah, 1 was a handsome girl in 
tho.se days! ” 

No one ever thought me handsome—not even my mother. 
To be sure, she would stroke my straight ti'esses of pale 
brown hair, and look into my very ordinary grey eyes, and 
murmur as if to herself: “ My Ella is better than hand¬ 
some.” But jOH may take it for granted that a “ better ” 
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does not enter into a woman’s ideas, till the beauty of her 
child is found to be unmistakably mythical. 

We were a plain family, I think, on the whole. My two 
elder sisters hod but sligfaUy the advantage of me on the 
score of personal attraction; but they were of gayer and 
lighter temperament, and at twenty years of age had more 
sW'possession and aplomb, than 1 have ever attained to thi.s 
day. They were stylish girls; tasteful in their dress, easy 
in their manner;' tb^ sang prettily, talked cleverly, were 
quick of comprehension, and apt at repartee. I remember 
vrell with what a sense of contrast, association with them used 
to strike me. In the mornings they chanced to spend at 
home, they used to be delicately clad in rustling silk, with 
lace frills falling softly and fairly over white and wcll-cared- 
for hands, with chains dashing and Jingling on their wrists 
and round their necks, and a vague but sweet and refined 
perfume pervading their whole presence. I, in my plain high 
dress of sober-coloured stuff, seated in a remote comer of the 
room, with my boohs, or desk, or drawing nmterials, would 
sometimes find my thoughts and my looks wander from even 
their mute and well-loved companionship, to my graceful 
young lady sisters, as they trifled away the hours, in lounging 
over an embroidery-frame, chatting to morning visitors, or 
trying new songs at the piano. 

Our lives were different enough, though we were children 
of the same parents, and dwelt under one roof. But when a 
change came, it fell the hardest upon them. Severe losses 
in business compelled reduction in the family expenditure. 
Our father, without being bankrupt, was known to be in 
embarrassed circumstancesand, I believe, a sort of black 
mark was straightway affixed to the name of Gordon on the 
visiting-lists of most of our acquaintance. 

My poor sisters! they drooped visibly in tlie absence of 
that fashionable glitter and radiance which form the sun¬ 
shine of London life. In our third-rate house, with its com¬ 
fortable but homely appointments, they seemed out of place 
and ill at ease; from tW, they gradually sunk into a sullen, 
and, truth to tell, a somewhat slovenly resignatio;i to their 
altered position. Harriet was seven-and-twenty; and ^Yhe^ 
she began to grow careless of her person, commenced, at that 
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late period, to paj some attention to mental adornments. She 
borrowed my books, and went doggedly through a most 
heterogeheous course of reading, during which she took elabo¬ 
rate notes, in blue ink, on quires of foolscap paper.’ *1 think 
there must be something of the delirium of the tarantula, in 
the contact of pen and ink. Some natures would seem to be 
so constituted, that if they once begin to wHte they must go 
on till they die. From scribbling extracts and quotations, 
Harriet proceeded to writing with original intentions—essays, 
moral anti didactic; narratives, domestic, romantic, or other¬ 
wise : in fact, she entered on the whole mechanical routine 
of authorship. Her finger-ends wore a permanent illustra¬ 
tion of ink; her costume became at every change more 
eccentri') in fashion, and more dingy in hue; her hair, ill 
brushed at the hasty morning toilet, was seldom re-adjusted 
for the rest of the day. She was, finally, a thorough example 
of the amateur authoress. 

Alici.a was two years younger, and had a better complexion. 
11 was to bo noted that at her utmost point of despondency 
she still curled lier hair, and that her negligee was always of 
a becoming colour. And if she was fretful and peevish in 
the candour and undisguiso of her family circle, she was still 
Rwcotly spoken, and with manners of the pleasantest, in the 
limited society now attainable by her. Nevertheless, she was 
r.tpidly becoming cynical; and at home, her smiles invariably 
curved into sneers before they left her lip—when, happy 
chance! one of onr olden acquaintances who was reputed 
good-natured, and was not too idle to act up to the character, 
gave Alicia an invitation to accompany her to one of the 
German baths. Poor Alicia ! How amiable she became 
under the influence of this brightening in licr prospects! 
How all her old liveliness returned, almost simultaneously, 
as it seemed, with the donning of a new silk morning-dress, 
such as she had used to wear in the days of her former smiles 
and gay humour! Scores of times, from the midst of my 
quiet, unnoticed obsen^ance of all around me, J had felt a 
hearty dislike and scorn of that broken-down fine lady, my 
sister Alicia. Her airs and graces in public, lier crossness 
and ill-humour at home, stirred my wrath to a degree that 
might have become demonstrative in a less self-txmtaiued 
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natara than my own. Hypocrisy, in all its gradations, 
whether in small or gi^at matters, or in subdued or overween¬ 
ing proportions, was entirely aud unmitigatedly my abhor¬ 
rence, b^use my faults ran entirely in an opposite direction ; 
aud 1, like all the young, and alas! many of the old, had no 
charity for vices towards which I had no leaning. 

Yet my conscience stung me somewhat, when Alicia de¬ 
parted, bier face tearful and overshadowed, spite of her ap¬ 
proaching pleasures, by the grief her really affectionate nature 
felt at the separation from us all. 

“ It is not only leaving you," I heard her say to mamma, 
amid sobs; “ but to leave you thm. And to be going to 
enjoy myself—to live again in the old lu.\ury and elegance— 
while 

And her eyes wandered expressively over the plainly-fur¬ 
nished room, with its curtains and carpet of economicalIv 
dismal hue, and its chairs aud tables strong and ugly, like 
all aiticles of the serviceable land in England, where taste 
and costliness are inseparable.. 

1 had never supposed Alicia capable of such feeling as she 
evinced. Hecause her failings had been unusually apparent, 1 
had forgotten to give her credit for possible good qualities 
under tbe surface. Verily, if charity covers a multitude of 
sins, prejudice covers a no less number of virtues ! 

A mist is over ray memory of the few months following. 
My mother died. Mine was not au affectionate nature, in 
the ordinaiy sense of the term ; my heart took but few into 
its depths: up to that time, ray twenty-third year, I hud 
never loved any one, cwcrjit my mother,—and she died that 
year. 

I was ill for a long time after that. One of tbe first things 
] remember, was waking from a deep sleep, and staring 
wonderingly at the figure of my eldest sister Harriet, who 
was standing at the fire, leaning over, and stirring some pre- 
j)aration for me, dressed in her brown wrapper, witli her 
fingers as usual daubed witli ink, and a pen yet held between 
lier lips. The authoress hod turned nume. And, by her 
side, holding some wticles incidental to the cookery going 
forward, stood my youngest sister and pupil, her vivacious face 
softened down into a most strange gravity and demureness. 
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She was six years my junior, that child, and I had liad the 
conduct of her education ever since she hod been old enough 
to be put to learn anything. Observe, put to learn—as for 
learning, it seemed a matter of impossibility with her, except 
in eccentric and most fitful fashion, scarcely deserving the 
decorous name. Not the least of those cares and vexations 
1 had for years kept carefully within my own breast, were the 
daily lessons to my wilful sister Grttce. As usual, I had 
closed inv eves to all save her wilfulness and selfishness : or, 
at least, if 1 was aware that she possessed some better 
cliaracteristics, I never took much notice o| what, it must be 
owned, 1 seldom received any benefit from. To her elder 
sister and governess her spoiled-child qualities came out in 
full force. There had been moments when 1 almost hated 
her. 

Down crashed spoon and basin from her heedless hands, 
when, turning round, she beheld me with open eyes quietly 
regarding her: and then she ran to me, threw her arms 
around me, pressed her face to mine, and cried heartily ; 
while even Harriet’s lips uneb^sed—dropping the pen inkily 
on the white bed—in a thankful ejaculation. I marvelled at 
their emotion; nor did I deem the mystery explained even 
when Grace said, with a fresh embrace—sudden, and rough, 
aud girli.sh 

“ The doctor said you would—you would—never got well, 
if you didn’t amend to-day. O Klla ! ” 

And Harriet’s eyes were wet, 1 noticed, as she stood gazing 
on me. 

I pondered on it all, in the abundant leisure of conva¬ 
lescence, and I emerged on the new life of renewed health with 
other, and even greater blessings renewed in me. A kind 
and forbearing affection I learned to entertain for all those 
about me, and one I took into my heart—Little Grace. 
‘‘ Little," 1 call her, from habit, or perhaps because there is 
something strangely endeai’ing in the term. Actually she 
was not BO. I wa.s struck with her tallness—her woman¬ 
liness—when I returned home, after an absence of three 
months in the country, where 1 had been staying to get 
strong. 

It was a happy sojourn. 1 made two new friends, and that 

E 
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friendship commenced a new era for me. I was scarcely the 
same woman who had for years passed sullenly, if blamelessly, 
through the routine of family life, when 1 returned to that life, 
one hot September afternoon—dreariest, dustiest of seasons 
in London sti'eets—with ‘the vivid impression resting on my 
mind of the golden, glowing calm I had left behind me. 

I was not the same. They all recognised the change— 
Grace in a remark- which was but equivocally compli- 
men taiy:— 

“ I shouldn’t have known you, Ella—^you look' so well. 
Quite pretty—or, at least, almost,” she added, in a sudden 
access of conscientiousness. 

There was no need for such a reservation in her own case. 
Harmony of expression, and movement, and colour, did their 
very best, in Grace, to make amends for the want of perfect 
symmetry in feature which was too plainly visible in her 
sisters. Grace was attractive even to a casual observer ; 1, 
who loved her, thought her lovely. 

I had always regarded her as a child hitherto ; but the 
brook had fairly expanded into the river now. She had been 
to her first ball; she w'as full of the new ideas and impres¬ 
sions thus given her, and she prattled tliem forth, for ray 
editication, with an ingenuousness of detail thoroughly 
girlish. I nodded and smiled in the right places; while the 
chatter reached my ears in a confused murmur of “ muslin, 
roses, fan, partners, compliments, engaged six deep, after 
supper, waltzing;" till at last it settled down on a name— 
and then came a pause—“ Captain Royston.” 

Looking up, I saw the prettiest blush on my sister’s face. 
I can understand now, how greatly I disappointed her by 
turning away in silence, and stooping over an unpacked 
bandbo.x, in order to give her time to recover herself. The 
chatter ceased, blankly; and when 1 obliged m^-self to speak, 
a few minutest after, it was, I thought, on a subject at a safe 
distance from captains. 

“ It is so fair and quiet a country around Byford," said I; 
“I wish you could have been there. Fancy a place where 
Uiere are more thrushes than men and women; and where, in 
the woods, the hares- 

" Was your society composed of thrushes and hares, then?" 
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inquired Grace, with a saucy laugh. “ Don’t wish vie tliere, if 

it was; I'm not tired of mv fellow-creatures yet. What sort of 

• « 

people are the Byfordians ? You mentioned a Mr. and Miss 
Keith. Are they aborigines, or visitors ? " 

1 did not feel angiy with her flippancy; only ashamed, as 
I told her, quietly, and, it proved, convincingly. She came 
to my side with a new and sweet seriousness in her face, ami 
played with my neck-ribbon, while she rej»eatcd lu;r inquuT. 
thu.s ;— 

“ Ihil* are they nice people ? Now. do yon tell me about 
Mr. Keith and his sister Ellinor—ami—I'll tell you about 
Captain Eoyston.” 

I did not understand sufficiently to fuel amused ; but I was 
a little surprised, and hesitated in my reply long enough for 
her to begin with her narration : and that was long enough to 
last all the time we wore alone, that day and the next, and 
many days succeedu)g. There was no ocension for iny 
description of my friends: it was never again requested; and 
1, ever a better listener than talker, was not displeased 
thereat. 

For it teas a duty to tho child to draw out the thoughts 
that else would have lain brooding in her mind ; ceasing to 
be innocent when they ceased to be so frankly rinealed. As 
it was, the girlish fancy, made up of gratified vanity and 
artless liking, that she liad entertained for lier flr.st admirer, 
evaporated in the very talking of it; and when the hero joineil 
his regiment, and Grace had looked her last on him, she 
came and nestled hi my lajt, saying, between laughing and 
crying, He is very handsome and agreeable: but 1 don't 
care. He is gone, and I shan’t have him to talk about any 
more.” And a sigh ended it; and so closed the era of 
frivolous young-ladyism in ray little sister. 

After that, my love for her, and hers for me, grew to be 
one of the great blessings of my life. We were constant 
companions; and oftentimes whole days were spent by us two 
alone, except when the stated meal-times asacmbled the 
family in the common sitting-room. 

Oh, those long mornings, in the close dingy rotnn, witli its 
atmosphere of dust, and its prospect from the windows of the 
decorous and sober vegetation proper to the garden of a London 
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square ! The suushine glinting in sometimes, and quivering 
on the floor, made my heart leap with a strong pang, swiftly 
banished by a stronger will. There we sat, Grace* and 1— 
Harriet being at her writing in her owti room, and my father 
gone out to business for the day—and there, while our fingers 
were industriously employed with needlework, Grace talked, 
and 1 listened. Sometimes, I admit, her chatter slipped from 
me, and .1 heard other w’ords, other speech than hers; but her 
remonstrance—“ Ella, do attend I ”— Avas sufficient to recall 
me, peuitont, and Avith freshly quickened cars, to m|F duty. 

It Avas a dull life for poor Grace, with her youthful instincts 
fresh and unsatisfied, and all tlie keener because checked by 

V 

e.ircumstances. It saddened me, it lay heavy on me to see 
her bright face lose its moi'e exquisite radiance, under tho 
shadowy iufluejice of the gluomy London home, and the con¬ 
tinued depression of the family atmosphere. Harriet Avas 
noAA’ ahvays taciturn, severe, anti inky: my father, tried sorely 
by bis hard struggle v,’ith ^le Avorld in his old age, was 
morose, and even unkind, at seasons of especial irritability. 

Letters r<?cei\ed from Alicia Averc full of descrijitions of 
the gaieties of Home. Avliere she and her patroness were 
staying. Her pati-oness, 1 say; for since Alicia returned to 
her, after a brief sojourn at homo during ray mother’s last 
illness, she had avowedly laktJii upon hemelf the po.sition of 
dependent on her friend Mrs. Cleveland. 

“ She seems to be very hapjiy,” said Grace, in a subdued 
tone, as she refolded a letter from Home one morning. “ Don’t 
you think so, Ella 

I assented briefly. 

“ I don't wonder,” pursued she, musingly; ” she haseverj'- 
tliing she can wish. Life is made pleasant to her. Not that 
I Avould he in her place,” she added, Avith sudden animation ; 
‘ I should not he happy if 3 were. But sometimes I Avish 
that my haj)piuess grew more within my reach ; that I could 
bo content with gathering from the lower branches, as other 
people do,” 

“On the lower branches hangs fruit that the sun never 
touched.” auswered I, more scntentiously tlian vahs my wont. 
“ It is wholesomest to starve, Grace.” 

We Avere both silent for awhile. My own thoughts were 
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distant enough, when Grace recalled them to herself, by 
breathing a half-stifled but veiy liugeriug sigh. 

I lootced up anxiously, and met her close fond kiss and 
twining arms round my neck. 1 detected her innocent 
rujse to hide the tears she thought would grieve me. 

“ A holy doctrine yours, dear,” she said presently. “ I ’ll 
try and learn it; but Famine looks an ugly angel at first to 
clas]) to one’s breast.” 

1 kncjiiv it—I knew it; and a great pang struck through me 
a.s I silently g^ed on the young face, on the drooped lids 
and quivering mouth. It was not the countenance of one 
fitted to bear patiently the aching pain of a life-long want. It 
was so different a face from that I sometimes pondered over, 
half curiously, half mournfully; my own, with its placid eyes 
and mouth, in which .all sensitiveness was curbed with an 
iron, cruel, inexorable strength, all necessary to the task. 

That was a curious day; 1 remember it distinctly, em¬ 
phatically, as I would remember the last page of one volume 
of a book. There is always a significance about the last. 


I'AUT II. 

O.NK eveuing, our quiet family circle wa.s astonished by the 
advent of u visitor. Mr. Keith came. He was iu London 
on business. He brought me a hunch of flowers from hig_ 
sister, plucked in the sunny garden I remembered very 
well, belonging to their house at Byford. My father received 
him with a degree of courtesy and cordiality unusual to him 
of late years; but be had known Mr, Keith's family, it seemed; 
and, of course, Byford and its neighbourhood and people 
were familiar enough to him; and he seemed pleased to con¬ 
verse on these topics, so long strange to his lips. Moreover, 
this was not one of the youny men for whom my father enter¬ 
tained such a virulent and contemptuous dislike. Mr. Keith 
was past even a man’s youth—that period which extends so 
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iudf-rinitoly over tlie iifih, thn sivtli, or the seventh lustre of 
his life. Mr. Keith was nearly fortj'; he was thoughtful, intel¬ 
ligent, well informed on matters interesting to the old man of 
husiness, and could talk wisely and well on those suhjerts— 
as, indeed, he did on everything his clear brain and Avell- 
halaneed mind were dirceted to. 1 had seldom seen niv 
father so animated, so evidently well pleased; and even 
Harriet put away her desk, and joined in the conversation, 
with an oceasiomd remark or question. 

Grace, meanwhile-. She woi-e a dress of deep, rich, 

ruhy-coloiu’fd merino, high up and je.'iloiisly efesed almut the 
}nilivwhite throat. 'I’he throat, so ]mrc, so slender, so pensile 
—like tlie stem of n hyacinth, and the dainty head set so 
fairly on it, and hmit over some work she was <loing. The 
sweet serious pi'olile—straight hroAv, delicate, nose, and the 
rippling, wavj^ line of the mouth. Then for colour—nut- 
hruwn liuir, and evelashrs so dark, that the hazel eves we.re 
almost black i)i their shadow; and red lifis, and a Hush on 
the cheeks, such as we see sometimes on a sunset cloud. She 
was like that. I can only set down, prosily catalogue what 1 
saw. If I were a painter 1 eould make you look on her. and 
love her. Yon could not help it—1 know that quite well — 

I always knew it. I knew’tliat Mr. Keitli saw her—watched 
her; hi.s eyes lingered about her; and once, when he spoke 
to her, his voice took quite a Jiew tone, as if he had been 
speaking to a little child he was very tender over. 

Now, I saw all this; also 1 saw that Grace—Grace Wiis. 
somehow, not qnite herself this evening. Her mouth was 
trerjiuloiis ; the very llu.sh ol^ her cheek seemed to llicker, as 
if alight, vivid hut fluctuating, were playing about it; and 
she kept her head so droo])ed, 1 did not once see into her 
eves, till—till Mr. Keith was gone. Then I looked at her, 
just once, hoforc! I ran upstairs to my own room—to write 
iettons. 

Well, after that evening, Mr. Keith was rather a frequent 
guest at our house. He was to remain in London a mouth 
or six weeks. I u.sed to wouder what the last week of those 
si.x would he like, and wliat the next, when he was gone. I 
used to laugh to myself; for, you see. I knew very well ho 
wouldn't go—he couldn't—at least until things were altered. 
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My sister Grace did not talk much with me at this period. 
We were together as usual; but the propinquity was little 
more than merely physical. She sat thinking, on her little 
stool beside the window'; 1 sat thinking, leaning buck in tho 
great chair, in a recess of tho room. I came out of my 
thoughts sometimes, though ; and it was an odd feeling to 
look at her face, whei'ein that sunset flush was^fiver quivering. 
It seemed to me never to have left it since that evening. 
And I could feel how cold my cheek was, and how' tightly 
strained my lips. Who would have thought us sisters ? We 
must have looked very different. 

Ho said so, indeed, one day, Grace had left the room for 
a minute ; he turiied to me, the look yet softening his eyes 
with which he had been watching her. 

“ Yon told me about 3 'our sister Grace at Byford—ouo day 
O'^peeiiilly, when we were walking through the wood, aftqr the 
rain. Do you remomlicr ? " 

‘ “ G range Wood ? Teifoctly. ” 

“ Yes ”—ill a musing, absent tone. “ But 1 did not think 

—1 did not e.s;pect, from your description-. I imagined 

something vmy different.’" 

“ It is diffiiMill to describe her.” 

“Do you think so?” He smiled quietly, as to himself; 
lie rose from liis chair, and slowly walked to the window. 

“ She is not like any of you,"’ he pi(;sently said. 

“No. She is the only one w'ho resembles ray mother. 
The rest of us”—1 grew hitter over tlio.se dividing, separating 
words—*• have a fiunily likeness to each other. Harriet, 
Alicia, and myself, are unmistakahle Gordons.” 

“Ah!” A long-drawn, subdued, half-sighing murmur 
reached my ears. Then there was a pause—till he faced me, 
quickly and suddenly, with the words; “Do you know that 
b'dlinor looks foiwvard to seeing you as her guest at Byford 
this summer?” 

“ Does she so ? It is very good of her.” 

My coolness was all unnoticed; he was not thinking of me. 

“ And—do not you think it would be pleasant to her, as it 
certainly would to every one else, if your sister could be per¬ 
suaded to accompany you ? How she would enjoy our Sussex, 
woods, and Hllinor’s garden ! 1 fancy I can sec her running 
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about the paths, aud standing under the larch^ree upon tho 
lawn.” 

Before he averted his head, 1 could see that his eyes were 
half closed, and his Up tremulous, as with some sweet, but 
sad emotion. I did not choose to puzzle over it, or about 
anything that appeared to me not altogether explicable in his 
words or in his mamier. I was about to reply with some 
simple, straightforward sentence; but G-riice re-entered the 
room, and our conversation ceased. 

1 think it was on tho occasion of his next visit to us that 
he first mentioned the time of his departure from London: 
he w'ould be going home in the ensuing W'^eek. be .said. My 
falhei' spoke out his regrets with cordial candour; even 
Harriet volunteered to be sorry in anticipation ; for me, I 
remarked ou the beauty of tho country at tliis reason of the 
yeai*—we were early in the month of April—and envied him, 
I said, tho first breatli of sweet vitsl spring tliat would 
welcome him from aromatic woods and dewv fields, and banks 
clomled with violets. 

Grace said not a word; but of late she had become habitu¬ 
ally silent, especially in the family circle: that she was mute 
now, w'ould awake no wonder in any one. I just glanced at 
her sufficiently to see that sho was sitting self-possessed— 
serene to all appearance. No doubt Mr. Keiths eyes also 
were turned to that little chair b^ide the fire where she sat, 
with the work-basket lying near, and a litter of scissors and 
muslin, and gay-coloured worsteds on her lap. Howbeit, 
when next he spoke, it was with reference to his hopo of see¬ 
ing U8 all at Byford in tho course of tho summer. A vague 
axid deprecatory rejoinder from my father appeared to modify 
his liberal idea, aud he then suggested the plan be bad 
already spoken of to me. 

This met with a more favourable and kindly reception. 
The parental eye shone with more complacency, and he 
uttered a few words of acknowledgment unwontedly genial 
and courteous. Evidently he inclined to the notion of his 
Little Grace seeing the old scenes of his boyhood ; and as it 
could be effected without iucurriiig the necessity of his leaving 
his beloved London, there appeared no possible otyection to 
the ecbeme. 
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I almost felt the glow that flashed up to Grace’s cheek, 
aud lightened in her eyes. I said nothmg; and 1 do not 
well remember what was said by any one on tlie subject. 1 
was thiiikiug of that old house at Byford, with its quaint, 
ancient-fashioned garden, its sundial on the smooth-shaven 
lawn, and the long path leading between .tall guelder roses, 
syringa, and sweet-briar, down which we used~to walk at sun¬ 
set-time so often. At the end of the alley a little wicket-gate 
led into the corn-fields ; and whenever I thought of tlie old 
house at Byford," I always saw the picture of that little gate, 
with its sentinels at either side—two tall young larches rising 
straightly.—pencilled vividly against the radiance of the 
western sky; and beyond—the waving gold of the ripe coni 
.sloping upwards till it seemed almost to join tho quiet glory 
of the sunset. 

But all this Avas of last summer; now it Avas necessary to 
think'of the summer that aa’hs coming. Grace Avas thinking 
of it—thought of nothing else. I knew, all that evening— 
Avhile he was there, and after he had gone. And I had been 
in my own room some little time, when a faint tup at the 
door was folloAved by the apparition of a slender figure, draped 
in white, her pretty hands holding the loose wrapper about 
her neck, and her ritdi brown hair hanging about, partially 
unfastened from its davtime restraint of ribbon, and net, and 
comb. It Avas a long time since she had burst in upon me in 
this guise—so long, that for a moment the sight of the familiar 
figure, entering in tho old manner, smote me with a sudden 
feeling that something else must have altered, because it was 
so strange—it Avas so unnatural that this was as it used to bo. 

Ella, I want to speak to you," The words left the 
tremulous lips swiftly, as if the constrained will half doubted 
its own power to maintain its purpose. 

“ Yes. dear.” 

Heaven knows T had no unloving, untender thought of 
her: yet, when 1 had spoken, I recognised how. cold was the 
tone, hoAv rigid the air with Avhich I stood looking at her, 
lioforo her appealing, faltering voice rebuked me. 

“ Ella, O Ella! Let me come to you. Don’t, don’t look 
away! ’’ 

She clung to me ; she hid her face in my lap; she took my 
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lumds and placed them about her own neck. 1 found nuvself 
sitting in the old, old way, leaning over her, caressing her, 
looking down at her, my darling, my little sister that 1 loved! 

Ella, 1 am afraid^-A long pause. 

Of what are you afraid, my child ?” 

“ I cannot—I cannot tell you, wlat I came—ti|^ay.” 

“ You need not. I will tell you.” 

" No." 


She raised her head and looked me in the face steadily. 
Oh, such a look in ray little sister’s eyes! I cried out in 
very anguish, it was so sudden, this revelation. She grew 
calm, in my passion. She soothed me, kissed me, her little 
hands stifled the first wild sobs which escaped from rae. I’re- 
sently 1 was qniet—I could sit and listen to her—and she 
began to speak, in a low, rapid, but decisive tone, neither of 
U8 looking at one another the while. 

“ After to-night, wo will never speak of it again. Hut, 
ElliHr-sister—we—we are not /m to each oth(;r than w’e were ? 


We never shall be, never can be. Tell me ?” 


I thought 1 read all her meaning. Silently I look her to 
my heart, and held her there, feeling she was all that was 
m/t4/ in the world—mine, mine. She could not be any other’s 
little sister, let her be what else she would. 


“ Less to each other! ’! she went on; “ 0 no ! ’’ Her voice 
• fell, died into a very low murmnr, just audible, nothing more. 
“ I’hat we are unhappy together, must surely bind us closer, 
in a dearer, tenderer sisterhood.” 


“What do you mean, Grace?” I cried in sudden appre¬ 
hension. “ Unhappy ? and together f Child ! in your hap- 
pitiess, mine will pfrow, ripen, and wax strong. The love that 
(iod sends to 3 '’ou for blessing you have no right to turn from, 
or to receive other than gratefully, praisefully. Take care of 
those wild, vain thoughts that I can see flailing about your 
eyes and quivering at your mouth. They are not good, nor 

wise, nor-.’’ Hut here, in spite of myself, some tearless 

^ sobs checked iny voice for a moment. 

I went on, however, while sho hid her face in my breast. 
I spoke earnestly, vehemently, for a long time, till her agita¬ 
tion partially subsided, and she suffered me to raise her. ^jhe 
was flushed, unquiet still, I could see. Aftcr< a minute's 
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effort to maintain composure, sbe gave vray, flung her arms 
round my crying:— ' 

“ 0 EII 4 Ella, I am weak—I am wicked. Forgive me— 
forgive me. 1 love him so much, 1 cannot give him up." 

To what self-torturing entreaties was this the passionate 
reply ? I w'as silent for an instant. Before I could speak, 
the poor, strained little voice had burst forth figain:— 

“ 1 am miserable—1 must be miserable. Oh, if I might 
only die, and be at rest!" 

But before we slept tliat night, she had learned another 
prayer. And for me—I became very quiet in her passionate 
agitation. Everything grew clear to me. 1 felt sure he loved 
her—tins little creature whose wild heart tlirobbed so tumultu¬ 
ously under the snow-folds of her robe, whose deep eyes 
swam in an unwonted lustre, who was thus convulsed from 
liorself by tliis new, strange fate, which had fallen,on hp like 
a very avaranchc. 

Poor (iracc ! flow disturbed was her sleep that night I 
Slie started up with stifled cries, and moved her arms rest¬ 
lessly, as if ever seeking to ward off some coming injury, and 
by the faint light left burning 1 could watch sometimes the 
slow tears gather under her white eyelids, and then force 
thetjiselvcs down the soft, pale cheek. Yet she never quite 
awoke, but slept on, dreamed on, till nearly morning, when 
the unquiet, feverish symptoms left her: her face relaxed into 
a more natural, restful calm, and her low breath came and 
went slowly and regularly, as it had been used to do always, 
ill lier ordinary haj)py childlike sleep. 

The next day passed strangely: Grace seemed languid, or 
else fitfully exerted herself to appear otherwise. One thing I 
noticed—that her eyes avoided mine with an instinctive, tre¬ 
mulous shyness that it touched me to see; and when 1 spoke 
to her, her face flushed with a glow something akin to the - 
sunset light that two or three weeks ago had first brightened 
that delicate, beautiful cheek. 
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That day, and the next, and the next, went by. Mr. Keith 
did not oome to see us; and it was a rare circumstance for 
three dt^ to pass without a visit from him ; besides, it was 
drawing near the time of his intended departure for home. 
Already it was Monday in Uio week “ early in which ” he had 
told us he should leave London. 

Tuesday came. It made me feel unwontedly calm and 
steady, to note the painful nervousness of my sister. She 
staarted at every sound ; her colour varied almost every 
minute; her hands trembled so that she could hardly guide 
the needle with which she was busied. It liappened that it 
was some holiday in the city, and my father was at home that 
morning*. After he had finished his newspaper he was at 
leisure to remark appearances around him. and he fixed his 
piercing eyes upon poor Grace, in a sudden humour of 
investigation, which fell rather hardly upon her. 

“ Why, what is the matter with you ? You 're not well, 
Grace. Ella, do you observe your sister ? Is she going to 
fmnt, or have the measles, or hooping-cough ? ” 

“ No, papa; she has had both those last disordei's; and 
first is not in her way at all. Is it, Grace?” said I, in 
desperate sportiveness. 

V Sometiung is wrong, though. I think you stoop too 
much ofver that flower-working nonsense, my dear. You look 
moped, and as if you had not quite enough air to breathe in. 
I should he really glad for you to take advantage of Mr. and 
Miss Keith’s invitation, and go for a week or two to Byford. 

' In the meantime, put on your bonnet, and we will go in on 
omnibus to one of the parks, and freshen you up a little.” 

To such a mandate as this, resistance would have appeared 
impossible to either of us; besides, 1 was well content that 
she should go; and I believe she was perfectly indifferent 
whether she stayed at home or went abroad, sat still or walked. 
So, presently, the two sallied forth. 

Harriet was closeted in her own room, finishing an arti¬ 
cle so I settled myself by the parlour window, with a task 
of needlework, from which 1 occasionally looked up to stare 
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vaguely, and but little regarding what I saw, through the 
diugy gauze blind, into the streefc London, sometimes brilliant, 
often ^y, and even occasionally picturesque in its aspects', is 
never more cheerless, never more painfully and evidently 
flat, stale, and unprofitable,” than on a morning when spring 
sunshine glorifies the heavens and gladdens tlie earth, and the 
air is thrilled with that unspeakable joyfulnes^of buoyant ne<v ' 
life tliat is like the first awakening of the year out of its 
winter bondage of cold and dreariness, its first glimpse of the 
bright Beyoud into which it is destined to live. But uhflit 
do we know of the spring who dwell in cities, among streets, 
where endless barriers of tall buildings intercept the firee 
sunshine, and pestiferous vapours taint the air that comes 
from heaven so sweet and fresh; and in a proud, wealthy 
ractropoUs, moreover, where worldliness and couventioualifflu 
are perpetual vicegerents, seeking to tyrannise over th(B vojy 
hearts of their subjects, and doing their utmost to stifle aU 
thoughts that are holy, all aspirations that are noble and pure ? 

T was thinking thus as I looked out into the street. The 
pavement glared with sunshine; the dark houses rose gloomily 
against the sky; half the genteel families of the neighbour¬ 
hood were walking abroad, taking advantage of the “ fine day ” 
to go visiting or shopping. They ])assed under my window, 
jfi g'ly groups, cliutteriiig, murmuring, laughing; and dm 
rustle of their dresses mingled with the distant street sounds 
that came distinctly through the clear' air—the cries of itine¬ 
rant greengrocers and fruit-women; and the tinkling of a 
bird-organ in tlie adjoining terrace, persistently keeping up 
its thin staccato to the rhytW of the Lass o' Gomrie. 

I looked, and I bear'd, but 1 regarded hut very little, for 
iny thought were busy. My fingers mechanicdly moved 
about my work, but my eyes were Irent fixedly on the window. 
I saw every passer-by, vaguely, aird with indifference: I was 
as if out of the world, standiirg on the outer verge of what 
had been my life. With what a plunge I came back again! 
A quick, light step on the pavement, a figure passing under 

the window, Jind stopping at our door!-I started from.my 

seat, and then stood still in the middle of the room, feeling 
for a single minute a strange kind of iocisduloua alarm. 
Then I went to meet her-— Ellinor Keith. 
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I remember the sad look of her brown eyes, and how her 
mouth trembled as she came towards mo. I knew she was in 
trouble: I thought at once that her brother was ill* and £ 
asked her if it was not so. 

“ No, not ill," she said; “ but a great trial has come to 
him. I had to bring him the news yesterday, that some one 
he loves dearly is dangerously, hopelessly ill, at Naples. He 
started at once. He bade me come and tell you before I 
returned home. Yes—^you need not say a word; 1 know you 
feel for him—for me too." 

I did not say a word. 

“ It is so cruelly, cruelly hard!" she went on excitedly. 

It has been all along so sad for him. Her father would 
not let them he engag^ for two years; and the two years 
are within a month of completion. He (*xpected them home 
at the end of May. Oh, what a cruel May it will be for him! 
My brother! my brother! If / could die instead.” 

1 felt vaguely astonislied at her passion, for she was usually 
a reserved, calm woman; but I tried to comfort her. 

“Perhaps,” said I, “ she is not so fatally ill; perhaps she 
will not die." 

“ It is too slender a chance to hang by. She is ill of a 
malignant fever. If she is alive when he reaches her, it will 
be more than he dares hope." 

“ Of a malignant fever,” I repeated. 

“ Even I cannot think of his safety just now; T cannot 
look forward ; only, if he is ill, I shall go to hiiii. He is all 
I 'have in the world, Ella." 

“ I know,” said I; and I stood straight and silent, while 
she leaned her head down in her two hands, and sobbed 
strong, convulsive sobs. When these ceased, she rose up, 
took my hands, called me her dear friend, said it had com¬ 
forted her to tell me all her grief; then, suddenly, she 
asked 

“ Where is Little Grace ? ” 

I drew my hands away—ran to the window—-and looked 
out. 

“ I expect her home soon ; she is not well; she bos gone 
out with my father for fresh air." 

“Ay, you were both coming down to us, Gerard told-me. 



VOVB BUTSMk 4S 

He told me a great deal of Graoe: 70 a know, she is so like 
bis Lilian.’* 

“ Is •she?" 

“ He sajs be loved looking at her, and 'watchmg her; she 
was, in her childish way, so like- 

J don’t know what T replied; my heart swelled, rebellious 
and hitter, and 1 had strongly to restrain^ the passionate 
reproach that was bursting for utterance. Ellinor .said but' 
little more, and then hade me good-hy: she never noticed any 
difference in my manner, it was such a quiet manner always, 
.lust as she left the door, something she said touched me, and 
1 kissed her hastily, almost ashamed; she lingered tlien to 
sav a few words:— 

“ Thanks, Ella. I know you love us both; and you, who 
know what sister-love is. may guess something of its paina, 
too." 

Ay. It was true. J shut the door upon her, and went 
back into the room, to sit still and think, and try and get my 
thoughts quiet and in order, beforo—^before I should see 
(ir.ace. 

I have thought sometimes that the power of suffering is, 
■'ftcr all, limited, and its measure apportioned. “ So far sbalt 
thou feel, and no further.” may he a diviue ordinance; and 
often this uttermost power is taxed as much for a mere bruise, 
:ts for the wound that never heals, and that drains the source 
of life itself. 

The week that followed that wild, weird spring moining, 
was not, t think, more fidl of pain than many had been before 
it. I do not remember details, but I retain an im¬ 
pression of my little sister during that time—the pitiful 
efforts she made to move about the house, and look, and talk, 
and laugh—more than was natural to her. And for the rest, 
all was dim, and there was no silence in my ears day or night; 
and outside the house, the sunshine glared hotly, and a 
feverish stupor seemed in the air. 

Then came a letter from Ellinor Keith. Lilian was better, 
but he lay ill with the fever at Naples, whither his sister was 
oil her way to join him. 

All this time, Grace kept up in health and in all externals 
in a manner that to me, knowing her as I did, was marvellous. 
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Only when we were alone, the eeemings slipped off for awhile; 
and she would pass many hours in immoveable silence, all her 
faculties seeming in a state almost of collapse. She hardly 
seemed to think or to feel at all; and she sat with her eyes 
never lifted from her lap, and her face (juite marble in its 
expressionless repose. 1 could not solve the mystery of my 
' sister’s mind, then; I could only watch in a sort of dim 
anxiety, that was very hard to bear; but I kept strong, and 
well, and vigorous. It was a great mercy; though—may 
Heaven forgive me!—I did not foel it to be so in those 
heavy, dreadful days. 

It was on one of those days that a packet anlved from 
Naples. It was directed to my father, in Mr. Keith's hand¬ 
writing, and contained, besides bis own letter to him, one to 
me, from ElUuor. The purport of both was to beg that we 
would take possession of tbeir house at By ford for as long us 
we liked, as they would probably remain abroad for a year 
to come. Eilinor, in her note to me, said that her brother 
was quite himself again; but Lilian—they feared the fever 
liad left behind it a yet more insidious, fatal enemy. “ It 
is too cruel a thought to speak of,” she wrote; “ iiud 1 do 
not think he suspects yet, or he could not be so bright 
and hopeful as’he is. You cannot iraagims his lo\c ibr 
her, Ella: you would hardly believe it or undemtand- 

1 crushed the letter. It was not till afterwards that 1 had 
time to feel dismayed at the new turn events seemed to be 
taking. My fi^er strongly inclined to accept the offer of 
the house at Byford for the time they were to remain away. 
My faint remonstrance seemed only to confirm his desire; 
aad two evenings after, he asked me if we would be ready to 
travel the following week. Thus it was settled we were to go. 

'When 1 told Grace, she seemed to revive strangely at the 
idea, and she said she was glad. She liked the idea of living 
there, and seeing the places she had heard me speak of so 
often. 

And so, one day in mid-June, oUr household left the drear 
London square; and that chapter of life was closed up for 
ever. 

Yes, that chapter of life was ended, for me; the throes of 
passionate feeling, the spasms of sentimental affliction had 
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been suffered and endured, and the pitiful memov)' of tliem 
was all tliat remained. Existence gi-ew tt)o busy to permit 
much recurrence to them. Troubles came thick and fast; 
actual tangible difficulties had to be fought; and the warfare 
of the .soul, the distresses of the heart, became, or I thought 
they became, of very secondary importance. 

T was mistaken—they only slept, they did not die ; yet in 
their sleep they lost much of their distinctive individuality. 
They awoke, not less real, but less monstrous. They took 
their fitting place; they a.ssumed their actual proportions. I 
could recognise the truth, that even a woman, loving, clinging, 
parasitical as is her nature, possesses other faculties besides 
her affections, and other sentient, vital capacities of suffering, 
besides a heart. I think men and women might with advan¬ 
tage take a lesson from each other. Men cultivate their 
hearts too little, and. sometimes, their heads too much—an 
error no one can charge upon iis. Let us exchange t<^ some 
degree; let women think, and men permit themselves to feel, 
more than they are used to do. Why ignore any part of the 
being God created ? Can we not see with our eyes, and heor 
with our ears, at one and the same time, and witli no detri¬ 
ment to either sense ? Verily, though S am a woman, T was 
meant lo live ray life not with one side of my nature alone. 
Love is sweet, love is divine; but so is life—the life God 
gave me, places before me, and watches over. 

1 have said thus to myself many scores of times during tire 
years that have passed since our settlement at Byford. I 
faced fate almost defiantly at first; afterwai'ds, my courage 
grew calmer and more true. 

We had been in the country about six weeks only, when 
the mercantile house in wvhicb my father held a responsible 
post failed; and all that ^e had saved went in the. general 
wreck. It was such a blow to the old nmn, that his health 
sunk under it; and it soon became evident that he would 
never be able to undertake a similar situation. When bis 
physical strength in some measure returned to him, we found 
that his mind was sadly enfeebled, bis memory defective, his 
former acuteness and shrewd foresight whoUji gone. He’* 
would never be his olden self a^dn; he could never worii for 
his children more; they must now take care of him. 

F 
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We considered our positiou, and made resolves for the 
future, bravely. 

“ 1 shall write—I shall make money by my writings,” said 
Harriet. “ Hitherto, i have been content with fame—but 


And for years she persisted in the idea, that whenever she 
<chose to exert herself to hnd a Liberal and enterj^rising 
publisher, competence, if not aiUuence, was within her grasp. 
But none of my sister Harriet's works were ever published, 
except two or three “ light articles," which found a home in a 
fashion book, a presentation copy of which formed the author's 
remuneration. 

Fortunately, we needed not to hang on litemture ns 
y)ur sole means of support: each of us had a small sum of 
money yearly secured to us, which in our prosperous da]rs had 
been our pocket-money; now', joined together, it would at 
least insure us from starvation. We wrote to Alicia, telling 
her that, now circumstances had so changed with us, it 
seemed right that we should all draw close togetlicr, and help 
one another. Her answer came, after some delay; shf 
pleaded many and reasonable arguments why it was wisest 
and best for her to remain in her j)osition of gorgeous 
dependence with the rich Mrs. Cleveland. Every possible 
reason, in fact, she adduced and brought forward, except the 
most obvious and probable—her own wish, which slie 
eviileutly tried to persuade herself did uot e-\ist. Poor 
Alicia! she was not selfish enough not to he ashamed of lier 
selfishness. 

In the infancy of our plans arrived a letter from Ellinor 
Keith. She had just heard of our trouble: and she wrote, 
saying that her brother had resolved not to return to Bylord ; 
and that it would be a relief an4 comfort to them to tliiuk 
we had their old house. Would w’e vent it of tliem ? And 
she named the amount of rent, which w'as small, as in most 
country-places. But then it was furnished; and she had an¬ 
ticipated any possible ol^jeetion, by begging me to suffer it to 
remain so till they retimied to England, and could make some 
arraugemeub about it. All she said was full of tliouglitful 
sweetness, of i-onsiderate, sympathising affection; and in 
certmn touches, here aud tWe, T could trace where her 
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brother’s clear head and vigorous judgment had been eiu^ 
ployed in our behalf. Also a few lineS were added in his 
handwriting to the end of Ellinor’s letter—a few lines— 
golden lines—words so good, of such warm, vital friendship, 
that my heart glowed and basked in a sense of satisfied pride, 
that for a moment almost transformed me. 1 comprehended 
the delicate kindness; and it was with the pleasantest feeling 
I had had for many a day, that I sat down to answer Ellinor’s 
ofier—to accept it. It was almost happiness to feel 1 could 
love them both again, they were so good. 

And so we were settled at Byford, and tlie new life began. 
It was difficult, at first, to know—what, nevertheless, it would 
verv soon be necessary to decide—the means by which we were 
to add to onr scanty income sufficiently to enable us to support 
our father in some degi-ee of the comfort he had been accus¬ 
tomed to. But we were especially fortunate, and a way was 
soon indicated; and so it came to pass that Grace and 1 kept 
a school. 

It was on a very small scale at first; the widowed lord of 
the manor, .going abroad for his liealth. left Lis two j oung 
daughters in our care ; and from this introduction—it need 
hardly he said, whose careful friendship first suggested it— 
came gradually, many other pupils. 

In all this change, things came easier to me than to Grace 
—there was s(j much for me to do. Activity well suited my 
temperament, and difficulty was a sort of mental food I found 
as pleastmt as it was wholesome ; moreover, I did not distrust 
myself so much as I had e.\pected, after the first weeJs or two. 
My patience failed me no more thmi my determination, and J 
felt a certain pride in discovering my power over my own 
nature. Passionate, impetuous, yet gloomily reticent of both 
passion and impulse; these were the predominant and un¬ 
promising characteristics of what was to he made into a 
teacher and companion of girl-children—girl-children! most 
sacred and beautiful of this world’s denizens. 

I think it was this sudden and intimate contact with child- 
nature that worked so salutary an effect upon my own. These 
two little girls, of six and eight years old, were not more, 
doubtless, than other children, fair, and simple, and true 
But it was sufficient for me that they were not less. Their 
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presence, their innocent companionship, their talk, their 
laughter, and their tears, were all helps and safeguards to me 
against the more mutinous and turbulent portion of mjwelf. 
And by and by came the greatest help of all—their love— 
the sweet, unthonght-of. spontaneous, unreasoning lovo which 
a child, and only a child, can give. I believe that not till I 
open my eyes in heaven shall I ever again know the exquisite 
feeling I had when little Rosamond one day flung her arms 
round my neck, and looking into my eyes, before she pressed 
her soft face to mine, lisped out, “ I do love you— so!" 

For my poor Grace, meanwhile, it was much harder, sorer 
work, because she had not so much doing, and had more 
leisure for thinking and feeling. Moreover, love came to her 
so simply as a thing of course : people, grown people, and 
little children, loved her as they loved flowers and sunshine, 
and all blessed, beautiful things—because they Could not help 
it. Love came to her, not as an added gift, but as a necessaiy 
accompaniment to the mere fact of being. Rosamond and 
Mary had always goue to her with tlieir caresses and glad 
prattle, as naturally as they might to a rose-tree or to a sing¬ 
ing bird; yet to her their love brought no comfort; it seemed, 
indeed, as if she scarcely recognised it. She would smile 
to them, talk to them, fold them in her arms and kiss them, 
and then put them away, and turn aside to her solitary 
niusings, or the forced perusal of her book—forgetful, I could 
see, of everything in the wide universe, except the fact that 
she was most miserable. 

I found it very hard to note, day by day, that she grew 
thinner, and paler, and weaker—4hat her voice altered in its 
tone, and became almost sharp-—^that her smile was no longer 
sweet, girlish, winning, as of old, but forced, and sometimes 
bitter; and gradually she grew hasty in her ways, and firietful 
in her temper—was often sarcastic to poor, unconscious 
Harriet; and to the old invalid father—alas, Grace !—even to 
him not so duteously patient b« she ‘should have been. 

At length I remonstrated—I would tell her she was wrong 
—I would be beard. 1 waylaid lier in her favourite walk at 
the end of the garden, and caught in mine the hand with 
which she tried, in her new, haughty fashion, to wave mo 
away. 
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“ Grace, my cljiUl,you must listen to me for a little while.” 

“ I shall not; 1 am busy. 1 have matters of my own to 
think about. Go hack to your school-children, Ella. la 
there not interest enough for you in them ? " 

“ Perhaps, if other interests wei’e not dearer. But at pre¬ 
sent they have gone into the village with my father. You 
would not go with him, he told me.” 

“ I wished to he alone. It is a strange thing,” she went 
on, with a bitter laugh, “ that the more humble the desire, 
the less chance there seems to he of attaining it. I have 
absolutely cut down, remorselessly crushed out, every single 
Avish, every hope, every longing, e.\;cept one—to bo let alone; 
and you won’t leave me that.” 

“ Xo, I will not leave you that,” I said sadly. I still held 
her hand, in spite of her restless efforts to get free. “ Oh, 
Grace—oh, my little Grace! ” I cried at length, in the utter¬ 
most entreaty of my heart. It touched hers, T could seb, by 
the instantaneous quiver 1 felt pass through her, and by 
the sudden swerve of her long neck. How almost paiufuUy 
slender it had grown to look, now that it had lost its gi'aceful, 
habitual droop! 

“ 1 can hear to know you unliappy—to see you suffer,” I 
went on, “ and to stand by, powerless to help or to heal. But 
to see you altering from my innocent sister—to see you doing 
wrong, feeling wrongly—oh, Grace ! it is too hard, too hard, 
and 1 ciy but against it.” 

She answered never a word. 

Everything else has its comfort; £/ttslast, sorest, bitterest 
grief has none. Don’t crush me with it, Grace. Look up at 
lue with the old look in your eyes; lean your head on my 
shoulder in the dear old way. Grace ! Grace! have pity on 
yourself—have mercy on me! ” * 

“ How can 1?” she uttered in n hard, constrained voice. 
“ What is it you are asking me, do you know? What am I 
to do ? What is there Irft for me to do ? I cannot go back, 
and be a child or a girl again; I cannot unlearn what 1 have 
learned. Such as 1 am, my fate has made me. So let it be.” 

“So it shall uot he!” 1 cried desperately. “You shall 
conquer, and not be conquered. W’hat you call fate is only 
circumstance.” 
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“ OMZjy," she repeated: that only lias shaped all my life 
to come, nutil 1 die, and perhaps afterwards. 1 should be 
wicked if I had (^portunity,” she went on excitedly, and 
looking down my beseeching gaze with her glittering defiant 
eyes; “ hut in this quiet plime, 1 can only think my evil, 
and not act it ” 

“ Grace ! what are you saying?” 

“ Do I frighten you ? ” She laughed, as if well pleased. 
“ I will let you see more, then, into your sister’s heart, since 
you care to know it" 

“ Are you sure you know it ? ” 

“ I think HO, truly. I liave had much companionship with 
it of late. Klla! I will call wrong, wrong, and I will face 
my misery as misery. At least I will be no hypocrite. J 
will mt bow down my head, and say, ‘ T t is best—I am 
content’ I will not wear the look of meek resignation, with 
liot rebellion flaming within me all the while. I dare to 
complain—to cry out. 1 am wretched, wretched, and from 
no fault of mine ! 1 have been wronged of Heaven and of 

man! I would like to pevenge myself on both.” 

1 silenced her quiveiing lijis with my hand. 

“ Oh, hush! Under this evening sky, to say such words. 
Gwee! if our mother hears- 

“ My mother—oh, ray mother 1 ” And there the poor half- 
delirious child sauk down, and her head fell heavily upon my 
lap. Still the unnatural vitality of e.xoitement gave her 
strength. I tried to hold her close to me, to keep her there; 
hut she broke away, saying bitterly 

“Why did you bring her name here? Let me go—oh, 
let me go! You cannot help me; you can only torture with 
your loo^s and your words. If I could hut have died, and 
gone to my mother, before I felt like this! Now, it is too 
late. 1 shall never- never be fit to see her face again.” 

“ Grace! you will—^you shall.” 

“ You don't know what 1 am—you canuot guess.” 

“ 1 can. By the most intimate right, 1 ^our. My pour 
<'hild, you think as 1 thought, as thousands of others have 
thought, that what you feel has never been felt before, will 
jiever be suflered again. It is so with all extremes, 1 suppose. 
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1 remember, whou 1 vras very happy once, 1 thought the 
same,’’ 

I paused au instant. The allusion to that past happiness 
was a perilous one; my heart leaped, and sank back with a 
cold dead plunge; but 1 caught the flitting look on my sister’s 
face, and 1 breathed in courage for myself, and_ hope for her, 
and went on:— 

“I, too, have been v&cy miserable; 1, too, have thought 
that my misery was more than I could bear—that it was 
unjustly visited upon me; and that the wickedness it prompted 
within me was natural, lnevitable-»the human remonstrance 
Against divine injury. Grace I 1 believed all this. I was as 
miserable as you are now; wicked feelings stirred within me 
iis in yon; ] felt an alien it! the world—^this poor world that 
people call so bad. Every beautiful thing 1 saw or heard, 
struck discord upon my heart, whi(;h was so estranged from 
all beauty and all love. I was so far from God, tliat I thoughl. 
His voice could never reach me more. I rebelled, first, arid 
then I despaired.” 

“ You despaired. You might well despair ! ” she cried im¬ 
petuously. “ What hope is tliere for us, unless we grow to 
he in love with pain, and find in endurance that which others 
fmd in sunshine and fresh air? Ella, we may well despair.” 

‘‘Not to hope, is to blaspheme tlic living God, Grace! 
it was that which was wrong with mo ; it is that wliich now ■ 
iieai'ly maddens you. 1 see it looking out of your eyes; I hear 
it in every tone of your voice. Grace! in this world, there is 
sorrow most sad—pain most keen—anguish most hitter; hut 
misery —no creature need know misery till its Creator's face 
is hidden from its blinded and it dares to doubt, to deny 
His mere}' and His love. There is no imsery in the wide 
world but that dread, unnatuial enmity. Oh, come from it— 
c^ast it off—and be again a little child at the feet of your 
Father! ” 

And I ceased, for the thick sabs would no longer be 
pressed back. Tears never came easily to me, as to most 
women, but in a veiy passion—a storm that exhausted even 
while it relieved. 

For a long time, while it lasted, Grace never turned her 
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liea<J, never moved; but at length, at length there was a 
Hwift gesture, a sharp C 17 , and my little sister hung about 
my neck. Oh, the soft rain of tears that fell then over her 
pale face and long tresses of brown hair—the tender words I. 
whispered over her—^the old pet names I rememberod to call 
her hy! And then, half-frightened at the listless way in 
which her head drooped on her breast, and her cold arms 
clung round my neck, J lifted her from the ground, and fairly 
boro her into the house. 


PAUT rv. 

She did not walk again for many weeks. 1 suppose that 
afternoon’s crisis of excitement hurried on the approach of 
the terrible fever that now bore her down so remorselessly. 
For some days, she was held to be on tbe verge of death, and 
1 counted lier as already giuie from me. Sometimes she lay 
on Iier little white bed, so quiet and so purely pale, motionless 
and ineflably calm, as if indeed her spirit already hovered 
above her mortality, and cast its shadow of light upoji it. 

But she recovered—very slowly, very gradually at first; so 
tlmt for many days, even weeks, she was helidess as an infant, 
and had to be watched and tended like one. Like as to an 
infant, the now life seemed to gather upon her at last, hour 
by hour—^till the long dormant faculties bestirred themselves 
again, and the struggling intelligence leaped up like a flame 
new kindled in purer air. 

All things seemed to come to her newly; and she regarded 
them, thought of them, talked of them, with the freshness 
and vividness of utter inexperience, witli more depth of feel¬ 
ing than childhood, but with no more apparent reticence of 
thought. Frankly, freely, she felt delight in tilings beautiful 

enjoyment of things pleasant. Her faculty of sensation 
was like a child’s, as easily tnucheil aiul aroused, botli to 
pleasure and pain. The clear blue of the sky, the npples 
on the water, tlie j?lanciiig pebbles at the bottom of the 
little stream, the hum of insects, the chirp of birds, the 
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colour of flowers—all suuh tliiugs as these, seemed to fhll 
upon her alert senses with au iateasity of impression not easy 
for more blunted apprehensions to undemtaud. As motes 
Doat clearly visible in pure light, so the myriad atoms of heamty 
and blessedness that liaug—unseen by most eyes—-about 
every thought of God that speaks in nature, were perceived 
iiy her, gladdened her eyes, aud were precious io her heart. 

In the latter days of convalescence, wc used to take her sofa 
into the garden, and establish her fur hours together under the 
thick shadow of a group of trees. l"rom tlrence she saw the 
whole of tire little domain; and the tricksy rivulet that 
iut(‘r8ccted it, had formed to itself a kind of nest close by, 
where, its hanks thickly overgrown with hawthorn and maple, 
and wreathed with briony, it fell with a cool plash into a 
somewhat deep j>ool. 

How she loved to watch tliat little stream, and listen to its 
song I 'I’he tree-houghs waved over it, and tlie sunshine 
sparkled in between; aud tliere was always some new change 
t*) mark, of Sight or of sound, the sunny August day through. 
Moreover, the trees that shadowed her were beautiful and 
eloquent to eyes aH<l ears—dai’k fir, tremulous poplar, and 
gmcious fair-growing heecli. Through the diverse foliage 
glanced the sunlight, aud chanted the wind—solemnly, mys¬ 
teriously, sweetly, to the fragile little figure that lay so quiet, 
yet so full of eager, receptive life, beneath them. 

J could not rest unless 1 was near her; and so 1 brought 
iny pupils and their books to the great walnut-tree by the 
wicket tliat led into the corn-fiehl, whence 1 could see her, 
though she couldgneitber sec us nor hear our voices. So 
passed many a glowing August day in that cool, green shadow, 
with the constant flowing t>f the water for its music, aud the 
broad landscape, radiant in noon sunsliine or purple in evening 
mist, stretched out beyond tlie peai-eful foreground of the 
ordered garden, with its smooth lawn, and the adjacent mea¬ 
dows where the cattle grazed. 

Most of his time, my father spent in fishing higher up the 
stream. He would return at evening ; and we aU went into 
the house together, there t6 find Hai'riet resting from her 
day’s “ work,” and ready to take her carefully claimed post of 
head of the tea-table 
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It was a placid time lor all o&i»s, J think : for aoiue of us, 
a time of more than peace-~of leami^ from divine teaching, 
of yielding to divine influences. 

An event broke on ^e even current of these days ; a letter 
ct^ from Alicia, announcing—her approaching marriage. 
We vrere all very much surprised, for it wa* a “ good” mar¬ 
riage ill more than the worldly sense of the term; the 
husliand elect being a physician residing at Baden, whom w< > 
had formerly known in Loudon, and whom we knew to be 
both worthy and talented. 

“ But, at least, old enough to be her father,” Harriet 
observed; “ and ugly beyond the privilege even of men.” A 
passing bitterness, which relieved her mind, I thought. Poor 
Harriet! she was but human; and Alicia was two years her 
junior. 

The bride invited ns all to the wedding, and, indeed, 
evidently depended on our coming; for her cortlial invitation^ 
ware intermingled tvith numerous commissions, and a long list 
of articles to be obtained for her in London, and*conveyed by 
ns. (if course, the proposition could not be considered; the 
ettpense and dilficulty of the journey, (jrace’s state of health, 
all made it impossible, we agreed at once; and I felt a certain 
remorseful pang that no deeper feelings made the impossibility 
of the plan very painful or disappointing to any of us. I was 
astonished by Harriet’s sudden swerve from indifference to 
profound sisterly interest, the morning after the receipt of 
the letter. 

“It is hardly right that poor Alicia should be entirely 
unsupported by any member of her familji, on such an occa¬ 
sion. It is true, that you and my fa^er are effectually 
detained in England, but 1 don't see any impediment to my 
going: 1 should like to go.” 

Briefly, she did go; and one day in late September, we 
received at one and the same time the tidings of her safe 
arrival, and the happy sedemnisation of Alicia's marriage. 1 
was not surprised also to see already hinted at, the plan which 
soon became a settled thing*—that Harriet was to occupy her 
sister's evacuated post of companion to Mrs. Cleveland ; but 
Grace was astonished, and rather perplexed. 

“ How were Harriet's peculiar idiosyncrasies, her inde- 
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penJence, ber resolute luibit of igutniug the small courtesies 
of life, to be acoommodatted to sudb a position as that she had 
taken V '* 

“ Dear, 1 think she is tired of this quiet life,” 1 answereil; 
and 1 felt a thrill of happiness pass through my mind, as 1 
recoguiwed my own content in that life; and, looking up, 
saw Grace’s sweet, serene face. We were slowly sauntering 
tln’ough Byford wood, for Grace was strong enough now to 
walk a little every day. 1 went on with my attempted 
explanation: “ Harriet would like change, eaeitement, society. 
They are wonderful woixls—like tnimpet-notes to minds in 
certain phases.” 

“ Yes,” said my sister softly; “ I remember when they 
were that to me. Ella, we were talking just now of the 
changes in nature; do j'ou think they are so marv ellous as 
the changes we can recognise in ourselves ? Do you think 
the growth of a tree from a seed, of a buttmrfly from a cater¬ 
pillar, is so mysterious, so inscrutable, as the way in which 
we alter and progress, till we can look back on the self of a 
year ago, and say, surprised, ‘ Was that me ? ’ ” 

“ Do you feel it so, little one ? " 1 said to myself musingly. 
I was conscious of no similar marvel. The self of a year ago, 
though it was altered now, was yet no stranger to me ; 1 knew 
the poor, troubled thing well; and 1 felt it was the same 
passionate spirit, with the same capacity of sufferinfli^tat yet 
dwelt within me, though something else was there oeside it. 
Nothing was taken away, but much liad been added. But 
with Gmce, I had long suspected it was otherwise. The 
storm which had cleared the atmosphere in her soul, had also 
torn down and swept away a great deal that in a harder, 
sterner nature, once living there, had lived for ever, even 
though all peace depended on its eradication. 

Yes, the child woe changed. I looked into her eyes, and 
felt grateful, almost to tearfiilness ; for 1 knew the very prin¬ 
ciple of her being—so tender, delicate, and sensitive—denied 
to her the power of endurance of suffering, to which some 
stronger, yet not deeper natures attain. She must root out 
the arrow, at any cost; she could not live while it rankled in 
her heart. 1 knew it, I could even dimly understand it, 
though it looked almost like miracle to me. 
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How pleasant the wood was that day! there was a softness 
in. the air, that felt as the warm amW clouds looked—gene¬ 
rous, and tender, and gracious, as only in early autumn days 
da ohmds and air look and feel. The ripening nnts hung 
thickly upon the hazel boughs ; briony and nightshade, 
in graceful tangle, half veiled the hedges; and ivy, and 
wood-sorrel, and emerald moss, had overgrown the old trunks 
of the trees that had been felled tbc year before. On one of 
these we sat. It was a favourite seat with Grace. The 
ground sloped upwards, and from thence we looked down on 
Byford Valley—a scene smiling and luxuriant as ever in¬ 
spired pastorals. Byford manor-house, with its quaint gables, 
its rich, red colouring, stood near, on the other side of 
the slope—its grounds almost joining the wood at one point. 
As we sat, indeed, we could distinctly see the figures of the 
two childreu, Kosamond and Mary, with their two elder coin- 
pRnioiis, emerging from die shruhber 3 '-gate into the great 
field—too unostentatious to be called a park—that sur¬ 
rounded the house and gardens. 

“ They ai’e coming this ^vay,” said T—“ the cliildvon, and 
my fiither, and Mr. Eustace.” 

For I forgot to say that the younger brother of Mr. Thorpe 
had been spending part of his college vacation at the manor- 
house. He had been there about a fortnight on this par¬ 
ticular Hjjr, and we had seen him often, and liked him moeb, 
as we c^d hardly fail to do—he was at qucc so good and so 
talented; so boyish in his liveliness and eager energy, so 
manly in his ehivalcic sympathies and ambitions. 

Yet, somehow, on this especial day of all daVs, I took note 
of Eustace Thorpe, and of his standing with us. Quiet as 
was our way of life, and limited our societ}', such a new 
element in the one, and addition to the other, ought to have 
impressed me more strongly before; but it had not. He 
glided naturally' into the way of things; and he was so mere 
a boy to me, who hardly deigned to date manhood from an 
earlier age than thirty-five, that the feet* of his being more 
than a boy, the children's playmate, and our continu^, and 
welcome, and very enlivening visitor, had in a sort passed 
me by. 

Why a new intelligence should strike me on this soft 
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on that very evening, while the two cliildreu were about my 
knees, listening to a story 1 was telling them—a letter was 
brought to me—a black-edged letter—in Ellinor ‘ Keith’s 
handw'iitiug. 

1 had the instinctive wit to send Bosamond and Mary from 
me on some errand. 

“ And you will tell us what became of Una afterwards. 

> * 

w'on't 3 'ou ? " 

“ And all about the good lion ?” 

“ Yes, j'es! Run quickly! ” 

They ran, singing the while. 1 watched them atop to pick 
up something from the path, and they called to mo that it 
w'as a butterfly just burst from the chrysalis, and too weak to 
fly. Then they bore it carefully into the house ; and T 
mutely called on God to help me, for 1 thought 1 w'as going 
to read that Gerard Keith was dead. For that brief five 
minutes while 1 sat with the unopened letter lying on my lajo 
all the old pain and bitterness came back anew. The sharj) 
dullness of the April evening wind seemed to smite rao as oi‘ 
old; the grey clouds looked drear and blank, as of old; all 
nature looked sullen, silent, cold, until out of my own silenoi* 
grew the praj'er that softened all things, and spread like a 
warm odour over my heart. 

Then I opened the letter, and i*ead these lines :— 

, “My dear Elijv, —My dear friend, Ella, I write you one 
Una before we leave this place. We laid Lilian in her grave 
three days ago. My brother is well, and all diimself in his 
strong resolve to bear and to be patient. We piirpose travel¬ 
ling for the no.\t few months. We think and speak of you 
often. Good-by. Y'our afiectionate 

“ Ellikou Keith.’’ 

Oh, what sorrowful,, remorseful anguish of yearning foutul 
vent in the passionate tears I wept when 1 had re^, and 
could take in the whole meaning of what Bread ! 

He lived, and thanksgiving flooded my soul for that one 
bore fact, that one blessing that yet 1 felt it was all selfish in 
me to feel so grateful for. But he Uved a life of which T 
could well fathom the stoiy. Well I knew how long a time 
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must pass, how great a change must come, before the world 
that for him had lost its suiisMue, would regain its light. 

But lie lived; and 1 wept those passionate teai's as much 
iu gratitude for myself as in prayer for him—^prayer that 
every moment became more piteously supplicating, more 
forlornly longing. To love, and to be impotent to help, wa.H 
this to be my fate evermore ? 

Yet even to this grief came solace; even upon this pain, 
time came softly and brought peace. I had other letters from 
Kllinor, telling me how calmly, how beautifully the life flowed 
1)11 that had been so bereft, ller brother was no idle sojourner 
in a strange land; he made to himself duties, he set to him' 
self worthv work wherever he abode. Into the dork, nuvisited 
corners of those bright Italian cities, he penetrated, to help 
the poor^teach the ignorant, succour the ailing. And not 
only from her did I bear of him. It smote me with a strange 
feeling w lieu I saw iu one of Grace s letters to me, the name. 
Aw name written so clearly and fairly. In passing through 
one of the smaller Italian towns, Eustace had met Mr. KeiUi, 
with whom, as his brother’s friend, he was acquainted. Grace 
was not with him, and he did not go to see her— I could well 
guess why. Simply, my sister wrote;— 

‘‘He looks innch older, uiy husband says, and rather pale 
and worn; but still so wdm, and quiet, and serene, as we 
might know he would look. Ella, Eustace fiay.s it is good to 
reverence him, he is so good, so noble; and, indeed, 1 feel it 
so—1 felt it so, when long since, in the early days of our 
love, 1 told Eustace all the story of my past girlhood.” 

0 happy Grace ! How sunny must have been .those days, 
spent in wandering tbrongL that sunny land! love around 
her and beside her, and her heart garnering all its treasures, 
from whence had been weeded everything that could poison 
or wound. 

Wliile he passed on his way, his faithful sister with him; 
and the shadow ovw on his heart, but heaven’s divinest light 
resting upon his Ijtows. 

And 1, ill his old home, where 1 had first known him, first 
loved him, and dreamed of happiness—where the moniing 
light on the sloping woods ever looked to me as when I first 
looked on them—and then into bis face, to see the radiance 
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there —and where the twilight potples Iwought bim before my 
eyes, the while that my heart ached for tidings of him, for 
the mere knowledge of where he was; and my whole spirit 
was moved within me, and called out in very helplessness of 
yearning:— 

“ O (iod ! in some one of thy worlds, wilt thou not lot me 
see his face again ? ” 

, Verily, Divine ways are beyond onr ken, and the inequali¬ 
ties of human fate are mysterious to our finite vision. When, 
one day, onr eyes shall be opened, mid we see clearly, will not 
great pairgs of remorse reach to our hearts as we stand before 
(rod, and looking back on the rebellious past, remember how 
often, in the presumption of misery, we have wronged His 
justice, and doubted His love ♦ 

Years have passed by since the convulsive sick pain of those 
few weeks after (trace's marriage, rent anew the spirit that 
was so fierce in its suffering, so weak, alas! in its resolve-j 
What has been the histoiy of those years, may be read, I 
think, in the fair record of the days that pass by now, > 
quietly, so placidly. In tendance of my father, the old mai., 
so liappy in his simple pleasni'es, in his garden, or fishing in 
the stream; or rambling with the children through the woods 
and fields; and in teaching my Rosamond and Mary, and in 
learning from them, and in finding new interests among our 
poorer neighbours—truly, the time passes with no laggard 
step. 

My two elder sisters remoiir abroad; both seem to be 
satisfied, in her own way. 

I hear often from Ellinor. They are still wandering. 
Sometimes they make a home for some months in some little- 
known nook in Italy, or France, or Germany; hut more 
recently they have been travelling, so that sometimes I do 
not know tlieir whereabout for weeks together. But I know 
Aey are well, and brave, and content; ajid I know that they 
will one day return to see their old horned' He has said that 
he will; and J have fai^ful trust that he witi come before 
Idie. 

Eustace is growing a noted man now. He takes a busy 
and a leading part in this busy world. He and Grace have 
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their home near London, but every summer they come with 
tliQir children to the old manoi'-house, and we have happy 
days. Then do the woods become haunted with glancing feet, 
and uplift faces with golden curls, all tangled and straying, 
and childish voices and girlish laughter echo bock the music 
of the soft wind and the low songs of birds. 

While Grace and J, demurely seated in our old and .unfor- 
gotten seat in the wood, watch our children, and talk pleasant, 
loving talk. Our children, 1 have said, Rosamond and 
Mary ai-e very dear to me, and still remain with their 
governess, not to leave her till the inevitable demands of that 
same “world,’' that here seemK so far olf, shall take them 
away for a season, or, it may be, for longer. 

But we will not think of that. Let me look, instead, at 
the sweet face of my sister, us she sits looking at her children, 
with the old lustre in her eyes, the old dewy smile on her 
Hps; hardly less a child in all that makes childhood Idvely, 
ilian when she too made daisy-chains, or peered with wonder¬ 
ing eyes Into the wild-bee’s nest, as they are doing now. 

'.C‘t'u>e look upon tlie broad landscape spread'before my 
1 ■ OS under the clear heavens, where float, or lie cmnulose, 
i-L.iid.s exceeding white, as if in excess of some mysterious joy 
liat extils itself in radiant jiurity most absolute. Widely 
-troich tlie wfiods, over which hovers the misty presiiience of 
the coming autumn; and emerald Helds slojtc to the valley, 
where winds the streamlet, clear and shining as light, and, 
like light, glancing imd flickering through tlie foliage of the 
trees that bend beside it. And beyond, there is the glory 
arid rejoicing of tho harvest; ripe and rich it sways in the 
'unshine, like an amber sea; and larks are singing over¬ 
head, as if giving utleraiu c to the fulness of a dumb human 
soul. 

It is a beautiful world; divine love is witli it, divine bless¬ 
ings are lavished on it, and it is beautiful, and good, and holy. 
And life, too, is holy and precious, wliile God watches over it. 
Let us como forth, then, we that have known sorrow, or even 
now .are suffering fium some hidden pain, that we think is 
ceaseless as it is venomous; and let us look into die beauty 
of the world He made, and learn the sacredness of the life 
He has given. 

G 
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And if life for you and for me holds not happiness, it may 
yet hold something that is better, tliat e\en our humanity 
may rise to recognise as better. 

So, let us look it iu the face, and travel on the wa\' that is 
Appointed for us to go. 
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It was a pleasant, eveniiig, and 1 ran through the garden and 
along the narrow path that wound down the cliff to. the beach. 
I held in my hand the flowers he bad given me, and the soft 
breeze tlxat tossed my liair over my fhce was laden with their 
perfume. I was so ^ppy—I did not ask myself why, but a 
new and strange sense of blessedness was tlirobbing in my 
heart; and as I stood still and looked at the great sea 
stretched out before me—at the goigeous calm of the August 
suusot—I felt as I had never felt since I was a little 'child, 
saying my prayers at my mother’s knees. 

1 wandered along close to where the waves came rippling 
over the red pebbles. The dark rocks looked glorified in the 
western radiance, and the feathery clouds floated dreamily in 
the blue .space, as if they were happy too. How strai^ it 
was that the beauty of the world had never spoken to my 
heart till that evening! 

I climbed to my &vourite seat iu the recess of that greai; 
black rock which abutted on tire sea even at ebb of tide, and 
where the fantastic peaks of brown stone rise on all sides save 
where the incessant beating of the waves has worn them 
away. All the world was shut out, save ocean and sky; and 
in the A’ast mysterious sea heaving in the glow reflected from 
the heavens, 1 seemed to find a sympathy with the great 
liappiuess that thrilled within me. My bands clasped over 
the flowers—1 raised my head to the still heaven, where a- 
quiet star seemed watching me—and a thanksgiving rose 
from my very soul to the God who had made the world 8o< 
fair, and me so happy! 

Gentle thoughts arose in my mind :—I thought of my 
dead mother, and of the great love I liad borne her, which, 
since she died, bad lain dormant in my heart —till now ! Ah, 
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how that heart leaped at those little words whispered to itself. 
I thought of my olden self—of what I had been but two 
short weeks before, with a kind of remome, chastened by pity. 
J f 1 had had auy one to love during all these years, 1 thought, 
I should surely never have become the woman 1 was—whom 
people called unbending—austere—and cold. Cold! Little 
they guessed of the passionate yeamiM&r love that had for 
BO long been rudely crashed back intwn^ desolate heart, till 
all its tenderer feelings were, from their very strength, turn¬ 
ing into poison. Little they knew of the fierce impulses- 
subdued—the storms of emotion oftentimes concealed beneath 
that frigid reserve they deemed want of feeling. But 1 had 
always been misunderstood and harshly judged—L had 
always been lonely^—uncared for—uusympathised with. 

TUI nou> i 

Now 1 had some one to love—some one who cared for my 
love — and who loved me again, as 1 knew, T felt assured he 
loved me, though no lover’s word or vow had ever passed be¬ 
tween us. How holy this new happiness made me ! Ilow it 
sanctified and calmed the troubled heart, so restless, so 
stormy in its unsatisfied longing heretofore—restoring to it 
the innocent repose it had not known since it ceased to be a 
child’s heart and became a woman's! ' 

How tenderly 1 felt to all the world—to my very self, 
even ! I looked down into a deep pool of water formed by a 
break in the rock; the dark waters gave to my view my face, 
with its firm, hard outlines, Uie large steadfast eyes, and the 
black hair which 1 loved, because yesterday Geoffrey had said 
it was beautiful. I took a curl tenderly into my hand — 
kissed it—and felt my glad tears fall on it;—^what a child 
I was! 

The sunset was fading when I returned home. As 1 
ascended the cliff 1 saw a figure that 1 knew, leaning over the 
shrubbery gate—a head bent forward, with waving hair tossed 
in his own careless fashion over his brow. His voice reached 
my ears at the same moment:— 

** 1 am watching for you, Bertha j you truant, to stay away 
80 long! ” 

Who had ever watched for me before? Who had ever 
taken such note of my absence, or thought the time long when 
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I was away ? I felt all this as I quietly pursued my way to¬ 
wards him; keeping my eyes fixed on the rugged patliwav, 
not daring—God help me!—to look up at him when 1 knew 
his gaze was on my face. 

He opened the gate for me, drew my arm within his, and 
we slowly walked towards the hou.se. 

“ We have had visitors this evening,” said he; “and one 
of them remains with Mrs. Warburtou to-night. A Miss ' 
Lester;—do you know her ?” 

“ I have heard my father speak of her, but I have never 
seen her," 

“ Mr. Ijester, it seems, knew my father in his young days," 
he resumed, “and claimed acquaintance with me on that 
ground. He is a courtly, precise, well-expressed elderly 
gentleman of the old school. 1 like him;—a real, thorough- 
l)red formalist now-a-days is so rare.” 

He idly switched with his hand the flower-laden branches 
of the syringa trees we were sauntering among. 

“ Mrs. Warburton "r-iu speaking to me he never called 
ray step-mother by any other name—“Mrs. Warburton is 
going back with Miss Lester to-morrow, to stay two or three 

days with her at F-. Then, Bertha, we can have the 

horses and gallop over the downs as we have often promised 
ourselves.” 

1 was silent, and he looked at me curiously. 

“ Ah—you will like that, little Bertha! ” he cried, patting 
jiiy hand which lay on his arm; “ your eyes are not so 
cautious as your tongue, and 1 can read what they say quite 
well. Why are you hurrying on so fast ? They are all in 
the greenhouse, looking at the miserable specimens of horti¬ 
cultural vegetation that you savages here call fioxcert. As if 
tender blossoms born under a southern sky could suniva 
when brought to a bleak precipice like this.” 

He looked at me again, in laughing surprise. “ What, 
Bertha! not a word to say for your Crnnish cliffs ? 1 ex¬ 
pected to have been fairly stunned with your indignation at 
my impertinence. Are yoif tired of defending the beloved 
scenes of your childhood, or do you begin to doubt my siu- 
cerity "in abusing them ? ” 

I murmured something in reply. 
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“ Yon know very well that I love them too, ” he pursued— 
“ that every old tor on the down, every rugged rock on the 
shore is dear to me. I little thought, when your fkther in¬ 
sisted on bringing me home with him, that I should spend 
such a happy time in this wild country. Still less that in the 
quiet, dark-hrowed child I ^ust remembered seeiiw years ago, 
I should find a dear complisjwn—a Mend. Ah, Bertha, you 
yourself don't know how much you have been lUy friend— 
what good you have done me. I am a better man than I was 
a month ago. If I had had a mother or a sister all these 
years, I should Irave done more justice to the blessings Crod 
has given me. Nay, Beitha, don’t go in yet. I tell you 
they are showing Miss Lester the poor little geraniums and 
things tliat Mrs. Warburton is so proud of; they wont 
be ready for tea this half hour, and it is so&pleksant out 
here.” 

We were standing on the terrace which skirted the southern 
side of the house. It was the highest part of the ground, 
and commanded a view of the coast for some miles. I shall 
, iiever forget the sea as it looked that minute; the moon’s 
first faint rays trembling over the waters—the white foam 
enlightening the broad colourless waste, where the waves 
Were dashing over the rocks near •shore. Again, my spirit 
was strangely softened within me, and hot tears rose to 
my eyes. Ue saw’ them, and gently pressed my hand in 
sympathy. He thought he understood what 1 felt, but he 
did not know—^he never knew; I scarcely comprehended my¬ 
self, I was so bewildered by the fulness of happiness that 
was bounding within me. 

“ Bertha, you are chilled — you are shivering,” said 
Geoffrey, at length; “ perhaps it is too late for you to be out. 
The dew is falling, and your curls have quite drooped; so ■we 
will go iu. Good-by to the moon—and sea—imd stars!— 
and, ah, Bertha, good-by for to-night to our pleasant talk 
together;— noiv we must be sociable, and agreeable, and con¬ 
ventional, I suppose. Is it wrong to wish this intruding 
Miss Lester at—at Calcutta, Hyderabad, or any other 
place sufficiently removed from our quiet family circle ? No 
happy evening for us, Bertha, this evening! Your father 
won’t go to sleep over his newspaper, and Mrs. Warburton 
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wuu’t ,<lozo over hor embroidery, and we sha'n't have the 
piano to oui’belves. Con-. Oh, 1 could swear! ” 

When I entered the drawing-room my father called me to 
him, and presented me to the young lady who stood by his 
side. 

“ This is Maiy Lester, the daughter of my old schoolfellow, 
of whom you must often have heard mo •speak, Bertha. 

They have come to stay some months at F-, and Maty is 

anxious to know you." 

With a gesture of girlish cordiality, half eager, yet half 
shy. Miss Lester took my haud l^bow brown it looked in the 
clasp of her white hngers!) and gazed up into my face with 
her own sweet, loving e.vpression, that 1 afterwards leitrned 
to know so well. I was always reserved, repellent jierhaps, 
to stmugcrs: but noir —I wondered at myself—at iny softened 
n}anner—at the gentle feedings stii'red Avithin mo, as 1 bent 
towards her, and pressed her hand. ‘ 

My father was as much pleased as he was surprised, I could 
see. 

“That's well—that’s well,” said he, as he resumed his 
seat: “ vou two ought to be friends, as vour fathers were 
before you." 

“ 1 hope so.” muruiui'od iVraJT, in a timid voico, clinging to 
jiiy hand as I moved to my usual seat at the tea-table. She 
sat close beside me. and 1 could see Geoffrey watching us 
from the window where he was standing, with a Sispleaaed 
expression. 1 understood so well that twitching of his lip. 
1, who could interpret every change in his face, eveiy flash of 
his eye, every turn of his haughty head, 1 knew that he did 
not approve of my unwonted amiabijity to my Jiew friend— 
that he bad a jealous dislike of her in consequence. How 
happy it made me to know it!—how doubly tender I grew 
towards the unconscious girl beside me!—what an over¬ 
flowing satisfaction 1 found in the reserve and coldness which 
suddenly came over him Ho remained silent for some time, 
during which my father was I'cading his newspaper, and my 
step-mother counting the stitches iii her embi’oidery, while 
Mary Lester and 1 conversed together. At length my father’s 
attention was aroused. 
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“Why, Geoffrey!” cried he, “what ails you? This is a 
day of metamorphoses, 1 believe. Here is our quiet Bertha 
chattering gaily, while you, our eulivener-general, and talker 
par exeelleHce, sit silent and uncompanionable as a mummy.” 

“ Talkers are like clocks, sir, 1 think,” he answered, 
laughing lightly, “and one is enough for a room. Especially 
when that one does duty so admirably.” This last was 
accompanied by a quick glance at me, as ho rose from his 
chair, and sauntered to the window again. 

“ Bertha, come and look at this star," he cried, presently, 
and 1 left Mary to my step-mother, and joinofl him. 

“ Are you going to be fast friends with that pale-faced little, 
thing all in a minute?” said he, in a low tone; “ because, if 
so, 1 am da trap, and I wdll go back to London to-raoiTow 
morning.” 

“Dear Geoffrey," I remonstrated, “I must bo kind to her: 
she is our guest. Come and talk, and help me to amuse her. " 

“ I can’t amuse young ladies, 1 detest the whole genus. 
I daresay she will make you a.s missish as she is, soon ; and 
then, when 1 have you to myself again, you 11 be changed, ami 
I slm’n't know you. We were so happy till this visitor 
45ame,’’ he added, regretfully, “and now she will spoil oui- 
pleasant evening, and our music, and our astronomiail 
lecture, and our metaphysical discussions. How can you like 
her, Bertha?” 

1 felt quite a pity for the poor girl he thus unjustly re¬ 
garded. * 

“ She is gentle and loveable," I urged; “ you would like 
her yourself, Geoffrey, if you would talk to her, and be 
sociable.” 

“ Sociable!—ah, there you are! I hate sociability, and 
small parties of dear fnends. In my plan of Paradise, people 
walk about in couples, and three is an unknown number.” 

T could see tliat he was recovering his wonted spirits, 
which, indeed, mrely left him for long. 

“ Do be good,” I persisted, “ and come with me, and talk 
to her." 

“And ignore Paradise, for once?" He tossed back his 
Jiair, with a gesture peculiar to him when he was throwing 
aside some passing irritation, and then smiling at my serious 
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frti'o—hid own frank, sunshiny jsniile,—“ Ah, Bertha ! ” said 
he, “ you put all lay peevishness to flight. I had so deter¬ 
mined 4.0 bo ill-tempered and disagreeable—but 1 can’tf it 
seems. It is impossible to resist your persuasive little voice, 
and those great, earnest, entreating dark eyes. So wo uill 
leave Paradise, and be mundane for the nonce." 

We went and sat by Miss Lester. I was glad to be re¬ 
lieved of the necessity of talking much, and 1 leaned back in 
my chair, and listened to Geoffrey’s animated voice, which 
was occasionally, but not often, interrupted by a few words 
from Mary. He was very “good." He threw off all his 
coldness and reserve, and appeared bent on making atone¬ 
ment for his previous ill behaviour, by being qnite friendly 
with the obnoxious visitor. It was now dusk, and [ cmdd 
only see tlu' shadowy outlines of the two figures: Geoffrey, 
with his head stret(!hed slightly forward, and his hands every 
jiow and then uplift ed with an emphasising gesture; and Mary 
sitting farther in the shadow. 1 had thought her veiy lovfely; 
her beauty was of that species that I especially admired in a 
woman; perhaps because the golden hair, the regular classic 
features, and the soft eyes, were all so utterly different from my 
own. I remembered the face I had seen that day reflected 
in the rocky pool—the face I had, till lately, thought so for¬ 
bidding, so unlovely. ■! should never think so again—never! 
What a blessed thing it was to know that there was one who 
looked on it with tenderness, os none had done before, since 
my mother died. As I mused in the quiet twilight, with his 
voice murmuring in* my ears, and the sense of his presence 
gladdening me, I again thanked God for sending me such 
happiness-^happiuess in which, like as a river in the sun¬ 
shine, the dark and turbid, waters of my life grew beautiful 
;ind glorified. 

The next morning, immediately after the departure of my 
step-mother with Miss Lester, Geoffrey and I rode out upon 
the moors. 

ft was a tempestuous day. The wind blew fiercely; the 
clouds careered over the sky in heavy, troubled masses, and 
not a gleam of sunshine lit up the great waste of moorland as 
we sped over it. 
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1 revelled *in the wildness of the weather and the scene, 
in the blank desolation of the moor,—in the vast tumult 
of the darkened sea, chequered with foam, which stretched 
far away, till it joined tlie louring heavens at the horison. 
The great gusts of wind, the general agitation which pervaded 
earth, sea, and air, inspired me with a sense of keen and 
intense vitality, that I bad never felt before. There is no 
mood of nature tlmt conies amiss to a soul overflowing with 
its own happiness. I was silently thinking thus, when 
Geoffrey's first words smote me with a strange idea of con¬ 
trast to the thoughts busy in my mind. 

“ What R dreary day!said he ; “ how forlorn this gre^it 
liarren plain looks ! And the wind !—It cuts and sla.shes at 
one with a vindictiio howl, us if it were a personal enemy. 
Is it |> 088 ible you can stand against it, Bertha? What an 
amazon 3 ’ou are ! Fighting with the.se savage sea breezes of 
yoiips requires all nxy masculine endurance and fortitude.” 

“Shall we go back?” 1 asked him, feeling a vague pain. 
And, somehow, as I looked round again, the moor did lo4>k drear 
and monotonous, and the wind had a wailing sound which I 
Imd not noted before. “ You are no| used to the rougli 
weather we liave in the west,” I added ; “ perhap.s we had 
better return and reserve our ride for a more fitting season.” 

“No, we wont be so cowardly; and, after all, a day like 
this is perhayis exjierienced under its least gloomy aspect in 
the present circumstances. That is to say, mounted on 
mllant steeds, and ^llopiug over a broad tmet of land, w'hich, 
whatever its shortcomiugs in picturesque beauty, is. 1 
allow you, first-rate riding ground.” 

He urged his horse forward as he spok^, and we dashed on 
at full speed for some time. The clouds above our heads 
grew denser and darker every moment. At length, a large 
rain-drop fell, then another and another. Geoffrey reined in 
his horse witli a suddenness that threw tlte animal on its 
haundtes. 

“A new featui'e tliis in the delights of the day," said he, 
laughing, with a slight touch of peevishness; “ a down-pour 
of rain (steady, old boy!), under the energetic direction of this 
furions gale, will be a fit culmination to the agretMtu, of our 
ride. There is enough water in that big round cloud there 
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to drown us three times over, horses And all. And here it 
comes.” 

As itldeed it did, mlh a steady and gradually inereamng 
violence. Fortunately, J remembered we were near one of 
those huge masses of stone, which, from their size and 
eccentric airangeraent, form such olyects of curiosity on our 
Cornish downs. To this we hurried, and dismounting, 
secured, with some difficulty, our horses trader tme projection, 
and sheltered ourselves under auother. 

^ “ Welcome retreat! ” cried Gcoffi'ey. “ I do really wish 

that the long vexed question, as to hew these queer heaps of 
granite got perched here, were satisfactorily decided, if only 
that we might bestow our gratitude in the right quarter. 
Heavens ! how the wind blows! ” 

Wo were now on high ground, and the gusts came witli 
furious force. I had to catch hold by the stouo to lieep my 
footing, once or twice. 

Little Bertha, you will he blown away, you ai^e so 
tiny! ” and he drew' my arm through his own. “ I must take 
care of you. Why, you look quite pale! You are not 
afmid ■? •’ ^ 

“ No, oh no I ” 

“ Wo axe quite .safe here: and, after all, this is a fine speci¬ 
men of tlie wild and grand. How the soa rolls and throbs in 
the distance, and what a hollow roar the wind makes among 
these stone.s ! I am half reconciled to this kind of weather 
and this kind of scene, Bertha; I begin to see grandeur in 
this great barren waste of land, end the vraste of watetfs 
beyoral, and the broad heavens meeting that again. The 
infinitude of monotony absolutely becomes sublime. Ah, you 
look satisfied; I see you approve of my entJiusiastic eloquence. 
I feel rather proud of it myself, in ffie teeth of this Titanic 
wind, too, which,” he added, as a fresh gust thundered in 
upon us, “will certainly carry yon off, if you don’t hold 
closely to my arm. It’s an awful day! Any other girl 
would be frightened out of her wits.” 

Frightened!—1 had never knowra such serene contentment, 
such an ineffable sense of security, as I felt then, when, 
clinging to Geoffrey’s arm, I looked out on the stormy world 
without. 
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There wtLfi a Bilence. A certain timid cotiscioueitess con¬ 
strained me to break it, lest he should observe my taciturnity. 

" I trust my step-mother tuid Miss Lester have* reached 

F-in safety," said 1; “ their road was a very unsheltered 

one, in cose the storm overtook them." 

“ They went in the phaeton,” he rejoined, carelessly, “ and 
they are sure to be all right. Fortunately so, for I am sure 
tlutt delicate little girl would never stand against such a tempest 
as this. If she wasn't caught up, bodily, in one of the blasts of 
this hurricane, which seems to have a great fancy for trjing to 
cany away young ladies, she would expire of sheer terror. ’ 
You know, we inland dwellers are not aocustomed to jiroceed- 
ings like these.” 

A furious burst of wind, which seemed almost to shake the 
huge mass of stone we were leaning against, interrupted him : 
and then came a perfect torrent of large hail-stones, which the 
wind drove in upon us, and which efibctually stopped all con¬ 
versation for the time. Suddenly, amid the confusion of 
sounds, I fancied I heard a cry, as of a human voice, at 
some little distance; hut when I told Geoffrey, he onh' 
lahghed. 

“ Isn't our position romantic enough as it is, you insatiable 
person, but you want, in your genius for dmmatic construction, 
to bring in an underplot—an exciting episode—a sharer in 
our adventure; a young and lovely girl, who mistakes these 
hail-stones for bullets (’faith, she might be forgiven the 
blunder!) and shrieks lor mercy? or, would you prefer a 
gallant cavalier, who——.” 

“ Nay,” I persevered, “ it is quite possible for others besides 

oumlves to seek shelter among these stones. The F- 

road across the moor is not so fer distant, remember.” 

“ I prefer a supernatural resolution of the problem," bo 
answered, still laughing, " and we will, if you pleH.se, attribute 
the sound in question to the ghostly inhabitant of this wilder¬ 
ness, who is distracted and bewildered by human society, and 
therefore- 

“ I hear voices, Geoffrey—I do, indeed,” interrupted 1. 
The boil-storm bad subsided, and even the wind, willdn the 
last few minutes, had lulled slightly. I ventured outside our 
rude refuge, and loolted around. At a little diatimce, I saw 
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the dejected head of a thoroughly drenclied horse, ^Thich 1 
recognised at once as our own ‘‘ Colin,” which had that morn* 
ing contej'ed away my stcp-motlier and our guest, in the 
pWtou. The carriage itself, and those in it, were hid by 
the quaint granite heap they were sheltering against. 

“ Colin, by all that's wonderful! ” cried Geoffrej', looking 
with me. “1 beg you a thousand pardons, Bertha—1 ’ll 
never question your suppositions again. What melodrama 
ever hit on a more startling coincidence than this ? How did 
they ever get here, I wonder ? Shall 1 go and ask them ? ” 

He went, without waiting my assent, and I w'atched him 
fighting bis way against the wind to where the little carriage 
stood. I heard his frank laugh, and tlie exclamations of 
surprise from the two ladies and the attendant servant. 
Then tlie voices lowered, so that 1 could not hear. The fury 
of the storm had now passed, and, in my experience of thei 
weather incident to our western coast, I knew the '^'ind 
would soon drop, and a calm evening cud the turbulent day. 

.11 seemed a long time before G eolFrey returned, running, 
and with a face expressive of some concern. 

“Poor Miss Lester!” he cried; “in jumping fiom the 
phaeton, she missed her footing, and has twisted her aulde in 
some wav. She can’t walk, and she is in very great pain. 
Come to her, Bertha. Your mysterious cry, you see, is thus 
unluckily accounted for." 

J found Mary Lester crouched among chaise cushions and 
warm wraps, her cheeks paler tlian usual, and her eyes closed, 
as if in exhaustion. She opened them, however, and smiled 
affectionately on me, as 1 approached. My step-mother was 
sighing and regretting, in a perfectly inane and incoherent 
manner. 

“ Had not Miss Lester hotter be lifted into the chaise, and 
conveyed at once to our house?” I suggested; “ it is much 

rtbai’er, and you will not be expected at F- after this 

storm,” 

“ Quite right," pronounced Geoffrey, with his usual air of 
decision; and while Mrs. Warlmrton was still in a hazy 
state of incertitude and despondency, he and 1 proceeded to 
take measures for carrying my plan into execution. 

Miss Lester bad to be fairly carried into the phaeton: 
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Crdofi]rdf, mtk a few half a|^ogetic words, took her in his 
Strong am^ as though she had. been a child, and carefully 
deposited her among the cushions. As he did 8o» *1 saw a 
feint cdmaon dawning over her pale face, and thought how 
lorely and how loveable she was. That was my only tiiought. 

We waited till they had driven off, and then Geoffrey and 
I mounted our horses and followed them. We were both 
very silent; but } did not care to talk, and therefore did not 
notice his absti'aotiiQn. The storm had passed off—tlie wind 
was dying away miatd;e by minute, with a low wail that 
sound^ as though it were singing its own requiem. We 
gsUoped swiftly over the moor, as I was atudous to reach 
home before the others, that I might prepare for Miss Lester’s 
reception. 

1 love to dw'ell on the recollection of that day. I was .so 
happy, and my happiness made every passing vexation seem 
as nothing, stepping all the ordinary occurrences of the day 
in ks own sweet ca^. 

1 remember how, after 1 had carefully settled Miss Lester 
oat 'a. sofa in the pleasant little room leading to the green- 
house, Geoffi'ey came in, sat down, and took a book. After 
awhile, 1 asked him to read aloud, and Maty added her en¬ 
treaties. And he complied, drew near the sofa, and began. 
The invalid, resting her head on her hand, looked sometimes 
half shyly at bis face, as if liking to watch unobserved its 
evsr-duuaging expression; and 1 sat busying my fingers in 
some light work, on which 1 kept my eyes &ed. I did not 
need to look up at his face;—1 saw it always—always! 

It was a German story he was reading, about a brother 
and sister who loved each other so dearly, that when another 
love came to the girl she renounced it, and clave to the 
brother, ’ who had hut her in the world for his happiness. 
When fibe story was finished 1 saw tears in Maty Lestesk 
eyes, and so did Geoffrey. He tried to laugh away her 
ptnsiveness. 

“ Do you ladies approve of such a wholesale massacre of 
people’s'happiness as this principle would involve, carried 
out to its fullest extent? ‘The greatest misery of the 
greatest number,’ seems to me to be the motto of this school 
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of moralists. Poor Hildeguiicle!—^j>oor Earl !-~]^)oor Lud¬ 
wig ! Poor everybody! Oue is sick with pity after reading 
such a ^ly. Isn’t it so, Miss Lester ? " 

She smiled, and drooped her head with a ehildish bashfol- 
iiess to liide tlie moistened eves. 

1 like it,” site said, presently: 1 like stories about 
brotliers and sisters. I have a brother whom I love very 
dearly." 

“As dearly as Hildegunde loved Ludvidg?" questioned 
freoffrey, half sportively; “ would your aifectiou go so far— 
sacrifice so much ? ” 

I iiuoceiitly she looked up, os if scarcely comprehending his 
meaning—then the dai'k lashes fell again over her flushing 
cheek. I watdied her face—in my keen sense of the' 
liwautiful, taking delight in her changeM loveliness-—in he» 
Mtless grace and girlishness. 

“1 loAe inv brother verv much," she murmured, without 
further answering Ucoffrey's question, “ and he loves Ae-— 
doarlv.” 

“ I could envy you!” 1 cried, impulsively; “you mtist 
be very liappy. The tie between a brother and uster that 
love one another must be so close—so tender! 1 can 
imagine it.” 

“ imagine it! ” echoed GeolTrey, reproachfully. “ Ah^ 

Bertba! 1 do not need recourse to my inmgination to know 

what it is to have a sister.” lie spoke in & low tone. Somn* 

Imhv the words smote me with a vague pang. Confused and 

inomontary, for it was gone before 1 could recognise it. 

Then 1 was content to blindlv Iwisk in the sunshine of his 

• 

afiectionatc glance, while' the meaning of his words floated 
from me, and only the music of the caressing tone remained 
to gladden me. Afterwards,—I remembered. 

We sat long into the evening hraide Miss Lester's sofii* 
She grew more familiar with us—less shy and reserved. 
The innocent girlishness of her nature, as it grew more 
apparent, ineffably interested me, as 1 saw it did Geoflhey; 
I did not w'ouder at the softened manner and almost tender 
tone he seemed involuntarily to assume in speaking to her, 
as he would have done, I thought, with a child. She was 
like a child, with all a child’s winiiiiig ways, and, now thiA 
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her shyness was gone, nil a c^hild's eiisy, rinconventionai 
familiarity. 

We were completely to onrselves. During tlio long'August 
twilight we sat talking gaily—always gaily. The themes of 
conversation which Geoffrey and I chose when wc were alone 
■we each seemed hicitly to agree wore too deep—^jierhaps too sad, 
for the sunshiny spirit of our visitor ; his favourite songs 
seemed too plaintive, and he whispered me to sing my merriest 
ballads. I—poor fool, as I moved to tlie piano, felt an in¬ 
ward delight in thinking that he, as well as I, had a repug¬ 
nance to our usual converse being shared by any one beside 
ourselves. After I had finished my song, T still sat at the 
piano, and the feelings that had been leaping up within me 
all the day, found vent, almost unconsciously to myself, in 
wild, dreamy music, such as it was often my habit to impro¬ 
vise. Suddenly it was interi'upted by Geoffrey, who came 
hastily to my side, and w'hispored in my ear :— 

“ Don’t, Bertha! Your mournful music suddens her. She 
does not understand it—the innocent child ! Sing another of 
those quaint old ballads.” 

I obeyed contentedly. He went back to ijis seat beside 
the sofa. As I sang, looking on them both—fur Ins face was 
turned towards her and away from me. so that I I'onid gaze 
on him—I thought how good he was—how kind ! How, with 
all the nobility and loftiness of manhood, he combined those 
gentler, tenderer qualities so rarely existing in a ijiasculine 
nature. 

I did him no more than justice: I have always known tbni. 
and gloried in knowing it. 

I finished singing, went to the window, and looked out on 
the cold, grey evening sky, and the leaden sea. Hverything 
rested in a heavy, stony calm. No sign remained of tln^ 
tumult that was past, except in the trees, which had been 
shaken nearly* bare by the fierce wind—the leaves lying 
thickly on the ground even before they had o.mght the 
autumn tint. 

“The world seems absolutely stunned after its fit of 
passion this morning,A’ said Geoffrey, joining me iu my 
survey ; “ not a breath of air stirring, and the heavens pre¬ 
senting one hlfuik, moveless mass of cloud. Winch do you 
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consider the finest specimen of weather, Bertha, storm or 
calm ? ” 

“ I like them both," said I, smiliu}?, “ in their season." 

“ Oh, you are an imperturbable lassie on all these questions. 
If an eaithquake wore to visit us, I believe you would defend 
it as being especially Cornish." He spoke in an absent, 
abstracted way, very different from his usual manner. Pre¬ 
sently he resumed:— 

“ 'L'his very hour last night, Bertha, do you I'emember we 
were talking together at the drawing-room window, and you 
were persuading me to bo ‘ good,’ and talk to Miss Lester?’’ 

“ Yes, 1 remember. Are you not convinced now of my 
reasonableness ? Don’t you feel inclined to take my advice 
auol her time ? " 

“ 1 don't know, Bertha," he said slowly, and with strange 
-icriousnoss ; '• I urn not sure if- 

He paused. 

" .Surely your unfounded prejudice has fairly vanjshod ? 

^'o•l like her now, do you not, as well as I do ? At least 1 

ji .,('d you did, from your manuer. No one can help liking 
■* *1 
iier. 

He was still silent—his eyes looking far out into the sky, 
his hp movijig as it had a trick of doing when he was thought¬ 
ful, 1 waii-hed him quietly for awhile, then I could not for¬ 
bear asking wbat troubled him. 

“ 'I'TOubles me ?" be echoed, looking down with his old, kind 
smile. “ What made yon tJiink L was troubled, Bertha?” 

“ You looked so serious—so thoughtful.” 

“ Am J such a rattlepate, then, that the appearance of 
thoughtfulness sits so strangely on my face as to awaken 
wonder ? This is the penalty one pays for having habitually 
a large fund of animal spirits, and a knack of always speak¬ 
ing and looking gaily. It seems to be considered an imperti¬ 
nence in a fellow like me, when he doffs the cap and bells, 
and presents the graver side of his nature to the world.” 

1 could not comprehend why he spoke thns, with a degree 
of bitterness which seemed altogether unjustified by the 
occasion. 

“You, at least, should know me better, Bertha," he re¬ 
sumed, before I cnuld again speak. “ You liave seen- 

H 
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He stopped suddenly. Mary Lester's voice was heard from 
her remote corner. 

“We must not leave her to herself, poor chiW,” said 
Geofirey, turning away from me, and hastening to his old seat 
by the sola. 

When 1 joined them he was talking merrily, and appearing 
to take great pleasure in the silvery laughter his sallies evoked 
from Miss Lester. I was accustomed to his fitfijl changes of 
mood, yet I could not quite account for this. However, all 
trace of discontent or bitterness had vanished now. Never 
had T known him more completely himself than he was during 
that evening, until the entrance of Mr. and Mrs. Warburton 
interrupted us. 

Eager inquiries as to Miss Lester’s condition then poured 
in upon her, mingled with scraps of information, from 
which, at length, we gathered that Mr. and Mrs. Lester 
would bring their carriage the next day to remove their 
daughter. 

“If she is well enough to go, I suppose?” said Geoffrey 
hastily, on heainug this; “ that proviso is necessary, Ls it 
not ?” Then taming to Maiy he added, “ Or are you very 
anxious to leave your present quarters ? ” 

She returned his smile and shook her head. 

“ I daresay papa and mamma wish to have me with them,” 
she said; “but I shall be sorry to leave Bertha;—and 
everybody,” she continued, after a pause, “ who has been so 
kind to me.” 

“ As for Bertha,” said my step-mother, “ she can, if you 

'like, accompany you to F-for a day or two. Mrs. Lester 

has been good enough to invite her.” 

1 was completely confounded by this. 1 was always averse 
to leaving home and going among strangers, and note to leave 
Qliffe—to leave Geoffrey—-to lose, even for a time, my new 
hapfuness) 1 scarcely heard Mary's eager entreaties—I took 

no heed of her caressing hands clasping mine, as she urged 

me to return with her next day. and stay at F- for 

awhile. 

“ You don’t say a word—you wont look at me. You will 
never be so cruel as to refuse ? ” She turned to Geoffrey— 
“ You ask her,” she said, “ tell her she must come. You see. 
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she is so silent and stern 1 am afmid to ask for myself any 
more." 

Geoffi^y looked dissatisfied. I could see he ^va8 not pleased 
at this new proposition, though he replied laughingly to 
Maiy's appeal. 

“ I feel flattered that you rate my disinterestedness so 
highly. You actually, with the fullest confidence, require me 
to bring alwut my own bereavement. Whatsis to become of, 
fM when you are both gone?" 

“ Polite, that!" muttered my father, in a perfectly audible 
growl, “ very, to your host and hostess." 

“ When ray time is so short, too. I have been here two 
months already, and I must soon think of returning." His 
voice grew melancholy, and he stopped abruptly. I stood— 
my mind alternating confusedly between joy and pain. 

“ But you know, F-is not so far oflT,” said Mary, 

blushing and hesitating, “ and if—if- 

‘‘ Poor little Mary isn’t used to giving invitations tb stray 
young gentlemen," interrupted my father, laughing; “but 
I ’ll come to the rescue, in spite of Geoffrey’s civility to me 
just now. In brief, then, Mr. Lester charged me with a veiy 
cordial invitation to you, Geoffrey, understanding that you 
took an interest in such marine exploits, to stay a day or two 

at F-during the pilchard fishing. And as 1 heard 

some very portentous raurmurings as I (same through the 
town to-day, to the effect that ‘pilchards are up,' 1 doubt 
not Mr. Lester will press his welcome on you in person 
to-morrow." 

“I am much obliged : it will give me great pleasure," re¬ 
turned Geoffrey, and the hackneyed expressions bore their 
full meaning in the earnest sincerity with which he uttered 
them. 

“And now will you ask Bertha?" cried Mary, in glee. 

T reddened—I felt ci^iacious of the interpretation the girl 
had put upon his previous hesitation. 

“ You liave no need to seek such intercession," I said 
quickly; “ your own request would be sufficient. If you 
really wish me to return with you to-moirow, 1 will do so. 
But I am unused to leaving home, and--." 

“You sha’n’t say any more, since you have consented,'’ 
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broke in Mary ; ** it is all settled l^^pjtily, and 1 shall sleep 
in peace." 

“ She is very fond of you, Bertha," whispered (S-ooffrey; 

she loves you already. That is w'ell. And I daresay we 

shall be quite content, staying at F-for a day or two. f 

am glad you liave agreed to go." 

1 was glad, too, when I saw he was satisfied. When I went 
with Mary to her room, she kissed me, and caressingly nestled 
her head in iny bosom. 

“ Dear Bertha,” she said, in her own low pleading tone, 
“ do love me ! I have never had a friend till now, and—^and 
if you will let me T shall love you dearly. Will you ?” 

, Reserved as was my nature, my heart yearned to the 
Innocent child. 

“ Ah!" I murmured to myself, as I pressed my lips on 
lier mouth, trembling as it was with girlish eagerness, “ you 
will never ask for love, and be denied.” There was a kind 
of sadness, but no bitterness, no thought of envy, in my mind: 
1 felt too proudly secure in my own happiness. 

“.What do you say, Bertha?” asked the timid voice. 

“ 1 say, dear.” I replied, as I turned to leave the room, 
'* that you are one of those blessed creatures whom it is im¬ 
possible to help loving. Thauk God for it, child." 

And 1 left her. 

The nest morning came., It was a bright day, and when 
Mary and Geofifrey appeared, they seemed in keeping with 
the day, so full of joyous life were they both. For myself I 
was unquiet, disturbed, 1 knew nut why. The serenity of 
previous day was gone; and without being able to fix on 
any tangible cause, 1 felt restless, and almost anxious. J 
thought it accounted for, when my father entered the break¬ 
fast room, and stated that Mrs. Warhurton was so unwell as 
to be unable to leave her bed, desiring me to go and see 
her. 

I did so, and found my step-mother—always prone to 
magnify passing disorders in herself or others—languidly 
settling herself as a thorough invalid, and declaring that she 
should not attempt to rise that day, she felt hwself so ill. 

“ And so, Bertha," said she, “ you have a very good excuse 
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for not going to F--with. Miss Lester, which no doaht 

you will be glad of. Of course, no one could think of your 
leaving Koine while 1 am in such a state. The giddiue-<s 
in iny head is intolerable. Reach me that smelling 
bottle.'" 

As I left the room, and returned downstairs, 1 wondered 
within myself whether it was disappointment or relief tliut. 
I felt fluttering perturbedly in my heait; bat I could not 
determine whether I was glad or sorry' that I was not going 
to leave home. I felt sorry when, directly 1 re-appeared,. 
Maiy called piteously on me to ve-assnre her. 

“ Mr. Warbuiton says you wont bo able to go with mo to 
diiy. 0 Bertha, say he is wrong." ^ 

“ 1 am grieved,” 1 said, “ but Mrs. Warburton wishes me 
to remain, and of cotirse 1 cannot think of leaving her." 

Nothing could be said to this. There was a blank silence. 

I could see Mary’s eves grow lustrous with the tears, w'hiclv 
to her came sis rtvidily as to a child, .\iiil 1 s;iw (jcOfl'rcy, 
who had been standing by, turn quickly to the open window, 
and commence pulling the leaves from the honeysu-klo 
branches that twined aliout the walls. 

r was a strange girl, always. T felt no impniso to draw' 
near Mary, and soothe away her disappointment. Very 
quietly I passed in and out of the room, superintending- 
various domestic arrangements which, from my step-mother’s 
illness, devolved on me. All the while, Maiy lay on her 
sofa, with drooped head and sorrowful eyes, absently turning 
over the pages of a hook; my father leaned hack in his easy 
chair, utterly absorbed by his newspaper; and Geoffrey still 
stood by the window, and plucked the honeysuckle branch 
nearly bare. 

I went up again to vidt the invalid; when 1 returned to 
the breakfast room, Mr. and Mrs. Lester were there. 

Mrs. Lester kindly expressed her regret at my inability to 
return with them, and of course, her concern at its cause. 

I murmured some indefinite reply to her civilities. I w'a» 
straining my ears to catch tho conversation of the three 
gentlemen. 

“The extreme beauty of the weatlier," Mr. Lester was 
formally saying, “ offers a favourable opportunity for excur- 
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sions about F—•, and tho pilchard fishing began yesterday. 
As your father’s son, Mr. Latimer, I was anxious to have you 
ad a guest; and T cannot but think, under all the' circum¬ 
stances, this present time is the very best adapted for my 
having that pleasure.” 

** You are all kindness, sir,” said Geoffrey; and his eyes 
wandering about the room while he spoke, fixed on me. He 
came to my side. 

“ Dear Bertha,” he whispered, “ I scarcely like leaving 
you, even for a few days. What do you say? Should you 
like me to stay ? ” 

“No, no," I returned, in perfect sincerity; “ pray go: you 
Cfnnot refuse so cordial an offer." 

Yet after all, it was with a pang that 1 heard him de¬ 
cisively accept Mr. Lester’s invitation, and prepare to leave 
with them. But 1 thought the pang was natural enough. 
For a long time the world had seemed darker to me when he 
was absent. Nay, the very look of a room was altered by his 
entering or leaving it. It never occurred to me to wonder 
that all his reluctance in leaving was on my account; and if 
it had, I should only have seen in it his unselfish tenderness 
to me,—as I do now. 

“ If I were not a poor, helpless, lame little thing,’’ said 
Maiy, as she clung to me, before entering the carriage, “ I 
would not leave you, Bertha, in the midst of sickness and 
trouble. No, that T wouldn’t.” 

She glanced, with a kind of indignant reproach, at Geoffrey, 
who stood at the carriage door, waiting to assist her into it. 
I could not bear that any one should, for a moment, judge 
hardly of him. 

“ Supposing I sent you off, and wouldn’t let you stay with 
me," said I, smiling: “ then you would be obliged to go. 
And T assure you I should do so. I am much better with¬ 
out anybody.” * 

" Good-by, Mary,” cried my father, as he lifted her to her 
seat in the carriage. “ You cany off one vi.sitor with you, at 
any rate. Make yourself veiy agreeable, Geoffrey, to make 
up for the defalcation of the other.” 

“ 1 cannot hope to do that,” said Geoffrej, as he bade me 
farewell, adding, in a lower tone, “ Take care of yourself, dear 
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Berliui. 1 shall think about you. 1 shall he anxious, but I 
see you again soon.” 

He pressed my hand, bent his frank, loving gaze on my 
face, and sprang into the carriage, repeating,1 shall see 
you again soon.’’ 

And I went back into the house, and wiUi the sound of 
the departing carriage wheels grinding in my ears, 1 tried to 
still the disquietude throbbing in my breast, by dreaming 
over that last look, and the earnest affection of his last words. 

Blessed are they that are beloved, for they possess a power 
almost dmne of creating happiness! What else but that 
little look, those few woixis, could have sent such a tide of 
joy thrilling through me, as drowned for the time even the 
dreary pain of parting, and made the house less desolate-^ 
the utter weariness and blankness of the day that was to go 
by without him, less insupportable ? 

It was a strange day. 1 passed it ih reading a novel to my 
step-mother; attending to the various household duUes, the 
mechanical performance of which is oftentimes such a bless¬ 
ing to a woman; and, towards evening, pacing through the 
shrubberies, thoughtfully. And then I stood on the brow of 
the cliff, and ^vith the w'aves’ low music murmuring in my 
ears, 1 watched the sun set in a glory of purple and gold, on 
the first day of Geoffrey’s absence. 

In the evening of the next day he came. J was sitting 
alone, listlessly turning over the pages of a book I was not 
reading. 1 was lost in reverie, and when he burst in at the 
door J hastily and confusedly pushed the book aside, as if 
that would betray tho subject of my thoughts. 

“Dear Bertha, how are you? You look flushed aud 
worried. Tell me, do you feel ill ? " 

I could only falter out a negative. I had been expecting 
him all day, and yet, now he was come, it gave me aU the 
throbbing excitement of a sui'prise. 1 was obUgod to lean m^ 
head on my hand, 1 felt so dizzy. 

“ 1 am sure you are not well. Surely, as Mrs. 'War- 
binton’s illness is not of a serious nature, you might be 
spared for a day or two. It would be such a happiness to us 
all; ^id I have here a note, pleading the request,—from—- 
Maiy.” 
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Hfi took .from the breast pocket of his (!oat, a tiny epistle, 
on wliicli he lof»kecl for a minute before he gave it out of his 
hands into mine. I opened it, and read it. With fi great 
effort, I succeeded in composing myself sufiBciently to com¬ 
prehend its contents—£m earnest and affectionate appeal to 
me and to my father and step-mother, to let Mary fetch me 
the next day in the little carriage, and drive me back to 

F-. 7’here was a postscript, in which she said,—“ We 

have planned an excursion to show Mr. Latimer-Castle. 

on the day after to-morrow, and no one will enjoy it if you 
are not with us,” When T had finished reading the note, 1 
laid it on the table beside me. 

“May I read it?” asked Geoftrey, hesitatingly: and on 
my assent, he took up the dainty little sheet of paper, and 
began to decipher the delicate Italian handwriting, bending 
his head lowly over it. When he ctime to the postscript he 
smiled, and seemed to Examine very curiously some of tbe 
words. 

“She was going to mite, ‘Geoffrey,’” cried he at last, 
“and altered it into ‘Mr. Latimer.' Ah! tbe child—tbe 
child!" 

1 thought it strange that he should notice the circum¬ 
stance. 1 had not. But 1 did not at the time observe tlu* 
strange tone in which he murmured the lost words, wliile he 
carefully refolded the note, smoothed it, and peered at the 
device upon the seal; and he still Icept it in his hand, 1 re¬ 
member, while he went on talking. 

“ Should not you like to come and stay with her ? Tt 
would make her so happy; she is thoroughly in love with 
you, Bertha. She wont he repulsed, even if you could re- 
]>ulse her, which 1 know you can’t. I wish you would come.” 

“ It does not rest with me,” I answered. 

“ She Avants you so much," he continued, abstractedly, and 
without appearing to notice what I said; " and not only that, 
—7 want you,” he cried, suddenly, mising his head, and look¬ 
ing at me. “ Oh, Bertlia, T have so much to say to you— 
so much- 

“ So, so! the bird’s flown back to his old nest 1 ” cried mv 
father, entering the room, newspaper in hand. “ Do^th^ 
treat 3 'ou so ill at F-that you can’t stand another night 
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of it? I jii'otest von look pale fttul thiu 1 Do they slarve 
you—limit your diet to pilchard soup and potato pasties? 
< )rder ftp something luxuriously edible, Bertlia, to revive his 
sinking energies. Gome, have you anything to say, or is 
your organ of speech lainished to death, and have you in¬ 
fected llcrtlia with dumbness ? ” 

*• If it were so.'' answered Geoffrey, with a- loud laugh tliat 
stai’tled me, “ I am sure you would infect ua^both back again 
into a capability of talking. Dear sir,” he added, while he' 
rordiiilly grasped his hand, “ 1 need not ask how ynn are. 
When you grow loquacious, wo may be sure, all is well. 1 
liegiii to hope you will accede to the petition 1 come charged 
with,” 

But my father shook his head, and would not listen to the 
proposed plan. More from habit than affectionfor alas ! 
<inly child of his dead wife though T was, I had never suc¬ 
ceeded in endearing myself to him—he was always averse to 
my leaving home; and hitherto his humour, in this respect, 
had harmoniously chimed iu with my own. But 1 felt it 
hard now, and harder yet when Geoffrey, after fruitlessly 
arguing the point on all sides, and being iinfuiably met by 
the same quiet but positive shake of the head, rang th& bell 
for his horse, and took leave. 

“ You outdo the very stones,” he said, with a vexed laugh, 
“ Cornifth rocks are not so firmly fixed as your Cornish will. 
They move, some of them—but you! I defy any power to 
make you sw(u-vc one millionth part of an inch from your 
equilibrium of stiff, stern o[>position and refusal. Good-by, 
flertba! ”—then in a .subdued tone—" I shall come again 
very soon— very soon. T wish much to have a long talk, and 
-shall I carry any message to Mary ? ” 

My father caught the last words, and prevented my reply. 

“ My love to little Mary,” he cried, “ and, 1 say, Geoffrey, 
don’t you flirt with her. I take a great interest in Mary 
Lester, and 1 wont have her peace of mind disturbed for all 
the gay young fellows in Christendom.” 

“Flirt—with her!”—mutt<.*red Geoffrey, with a rising 
colour, and then he forced a laugh, pressed my hand witli 
nervous vehemence, and was gone. 

“ He seems to be in a marx'ellous hurry,” remarked my 
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father. " 1 wonder if the pilchard fishing is the real attrac¬ 
tion. Don’t go, Bertha; here's a speech I want you to read 
to me; it's in small print, and the light is failing. Take it 
to the window, and throw out your voice, that 1 may h^ 

' every word.” 

Three days passed, and 1 saw nothing of Geoffrey: nor did 

we. hear anytUng from F-. Looking back on those 

three days, it seems to me that I passed them iu a kind of 
dream, mechanically fulfilling the duties of the time, and 
wilfully blinding myself to all that might have awakened me 
from my trance. I was a girl—1 had never known what 
love was, till now. I had never known what absence was, till 
now. And, moreover, I had all my life been wont, not to 
subdue my feelings, but only to conceal them; and only 
God, who sees into the hearts that he created, knows how a 
hidden passion, a hidden anguish, multiplies and dilutes in 
the dark silence of its prison. 

On the fourth day Mrs. Warburton left her room for the 
first time, and in the afternoon ray father drove her out to 
see some friends who lived a few miles away. Left to myself, 
1 took a book, and hurried down the cliff to my favourite 
haunt among the rocks. Vividly do I remember the sun¬ 
shiny glory of that September afternoon, the golden trans¬ 
parency of the air, the peculiar clearness of the sea, which, 
near shore, appeared one mass of liquid emerald, save where 
the rocks cast their quaint shadows, like frowns upon its still 
surface. The brown, jagged line of coast, stretching boldly 

out on either Ixand, the curved bay of F-smiling in the 

distance, with the grey inin of the castle on its own steep 
cliff, sternly outlined against the soft blue sky—all is im¬ 
pressed on my mind more keenly than anytliing T can see now 
with bodily vision. I recollect the aromatic odour which rose 
from the beach, the choughs clustering here and there on the 
cliffs—and one sbining-sailed little fishing-boat, which the 
lazy breeze scarce caused to move on the quiet sea. I have 
forgotten nothing. 

1 sat down on my throne, so high up amoi»g the labyrinth 
of rocks that less accustomed feet than mine would have 
found it difficult to penetrate thereto. I felt safely alone — 
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and solitude was felicity to me, then. I folded my hands on 
ray lap, gassed out into the broad ocean, and floated forth iftto 
the yef broader sea of my happy thoughts. 

It might have been hours—or only minutes that had 
elapsed, when the stillness w’as broken by another sound than 
the drowsy music of the ebbing tide. A voice, the very echo 
of which made my heart leap, called on my name. 

“ Bertha! Bertha! are you here ? AtLSwer, if you are.” 

What was it that choked the answer ere it passed my lips ? 
It may have been fate that held me silent—motionless. An¬ 
other voice, low, and veiy sweet, spoke next. 

“ I am quite tired, climhiiig these terrible precipices. Let 
me sit down awhile—may 1 ?” 

“May you?” 

Something in the tone with which those two little words 
were repealed, smote on ray dormant sense, and woko it to 
keen life. They were very new me now, but the tall peaks 
of the rocks completely hid them from me. Still they were 
so near that 1 could hear every word that passed, though they 
spoke softly, gently, as lovers, happy lovers should. 

“ There! That is a proper seat for you, there, and 
this is no less lit for me—at your feet, if i raise my eyes I 
see you—and heaven beyond. Nothing alse.' 

I stood fixed. J listened — I heard all they said— 1 can 
hear it /tow. 

“ Ah, Geoffrey !" it was Mary spoke next—“ shall 1 wake 
presently? This sunshine, and this emerald sea, and the 
cloudless sky, it is like what I have seen im dreams-—only 
there was a hesitating pause, and then the voice grew 
trembling and low—“i should never liave dreamed you— 
you loved me." 

“ Why not ? Do you only dream of what you desire ? ’’ 

She was silent. 

“ Did you ever dream of loving wtf, Mary ?" 

“ I never tjiought of it till—till you asked me. And then 
1 asked myself, and—I knew! ” 

“ And did you never guess 1 loved you ? ’’ 

“ Never! never! 1 thought you cared for Bertha. If I 
bad discovered my own secret before I knew yours-i-oh, 
Geofl’rev! what should 1 have done ? ’’ * 
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“ Child, child I as if you could ever love in vaiu !" 

V But if I Lad been right? 1 thought you loved Bertha.” 

“What could make you think so? Bertha is dear 
friend, my sister. It is so different." 

“I am ignorant—ine.xpericnced—] could not detect the 
difference. And you do love her very much, you own it. f 
could almost be jealous, though I love her myself. I am u 
foolish little tiring. Tell me you love um the best! ’ 

• “ The best! There is no room for positives atrd compara¬ 
tives in the world you occupy, Mary; you fill it all. It is 
with another atrd distinct being, it seems to me, that I care 
for the few other’s J know and love. Rest easy, little jealous 
heart! You have a realm to yourself—it is your own, and can 
never belong to any one beside.” 

“Never, never? Ai’e you quite sure? If t were to 
die-.” 

“ Hush! ’• 

“ It is so strange. I wonder if Bertha knew-? ” 

•“ Dear Bei*tba! To think that the first evening you sperrt 
at Cliffe she had to coa.x me into coming to talk with you. 
Mary! I did not like strangers, and I was croa.s and cold, 
and resolved to find you disagreeable. Ah I—what an age 
seems passed since then.” 

“Yes.” 

“ It makes me very happy to know that Bertha and you 
will love one another. She is so good, so noble ! The true, 
earnest chai’acter of a woman I would choose from all others 
to be the friend of my—my wife." 

There was a silence. How memly the waves sang as they 
(la.shed on the rocks, and how the sunshine glared, reflected 
in the emerald sea! Then chimed in again the soft girlish 
voice:— 

“ 1 shall be glad when Bertha knows. 1 hope she uill 
love me—'Will be my friend, as you say.” 

“ She will, she will, for my sake, as well as for ^’ours, 
Mary! I was near telling her all, the other evening ^en 1 
was here. I so yearned to confide in her what I had not tlien 
told even to you. But some interruption occurred, and after¬ 
wards I was glad I had said nothing. For, in case I had 
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found that—you did not love mo—I could not have endured 

that even Bertha should have known- 

Ah, don't look so stem, Geoffrey! You frighten me.” 

“Am I so terrible?" he rejoined, with u light laugh. 
“ Well, then, we will think of the happiness it will l>e now, 
when I tell Bertlia, and lead you to her kind arms- 

Somehow, the next words floated from me. It was as if a 
great tide of roaring waters rushed up into m)’ brain, and. 
drowned all sense for a time. Upon this dull blank, con¬ 
sciousness slowly broke. Piercing the hollow murmur yet re¬ 
sounding in my ears, came a voice, gradually growing more 
distant. They were going 

“ Let me hold yoim hand, darling. I must guide you over 
these rocks. Take care, child, take care! ” 

And then nothing disturbed the stillness. The waves 
sang on, the little pebbles glittered in the sunshine, the 
silver-sailed boat nodded to its shadow in the glassy sea, and 
1 stood gaKiug in a kind of wonder at my hands, nil torn and 
bleeding, where J had clutched fierce hold of the sharply 
pointed rooks be.side wliich I had been standing. 

^ 4 ^ Tit r': 

At the shrubbery gate stood a servant, watching for me. 
She told me that Miss Lester and Mr. Latimer had been 


waiting for me all the afternoon,—that they were now in the 
dmwjng-room, at tea. I passed through the garden, crossed 
the lawn, and stood for a moment at the open window liefore 
entering. My lather and my step-mother were there with 
them. Maiy was leaning back in a great arm-chair,— 
Geoffrey seated opposite to her,—his eyes restlessly wander¬ 
ing about tbe room, yet ever returning to her face. A pale 
fragile face it was, with the drooped eyes, ami the long 
tresses of fair hair floating round it. There was u trembling 
conscioubuess in the quivering mouth—in the downcast eyes, 
f did not dare look longer on her—I stepped into the room. 

“ Bertha! ” Geoffrey sprang to my side, and clasped 
my hUra; and Maty timidly stole up, and tried to wind her 
arms round me. 


“ Go away, all of you ! " I cried, releasing myself with a 
loud laugh; “ don't you see I'm wounded, and must be 
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hfta^ed!'* I held o«t my haode in testimony. 

This comes of climbing rocks m-^a hurry." 

“ XHd you fall-'-did yon hart yoarself?” anxiously asked 

*' Yes—both!—1 should like some tea,” 1 added, passing 
to the tea-table, and sitting beside my step-mother. 

“ Poor thing—I daresay it has shsJien you,” obserred she, 
e>v8r compassionate to physical ailments. 

“ Shaken her—Her^a!" repeated my father. “ Stuff! 
1 defy any amount of tumble to ruffle Bertha's equanimity. 
She’s a thorough Oorrash woman—bred among the cliffs and 
rocks of our rough coast, till she’s almost rock herself. 
Ar’n’t you, Bertha ? " 

“ Quite, sir.” 

“ Not quite,” said Geoffrey, seating himself beside me. 
“Ah, those poor little hands—how terribly they have been 
cut by the cruel rocks! Why don’t you bind them up. 
Bertha ? ” 

** Ah, let me—let me! ” cried Maiy. She knelt down at 
my feet, and drew forth her delicate little cambric handker¬ 
chief, and gently took hold of my hand. I held my breath— 
1 might have home it only 1 saw the look of his eyes as they 
were fixed on her. I snatched the hand away, and drew back 
my chair from her as she leaned against it. She would have 
Mien forwards, but that Geoffrey’s arm was quick to support 
her, and to raise her to her feet. 

“ Dear Bertha, did 1 hurt you ? ” she inquiFed—<and she 
vmdd persist in Wering round me, looking at me with her 
affeotiomte eyes—while hs watched her, and loved her more, 
1 knew, for her care of me. 

“I cannot bear to be touched,” 1 tuiswercd; “lam afraid 
1 ifiust forfeit my character of being perfect flint after all 
—for you see this casualty has somewhat disordered my 
nmves.” 

“Nervee!” growled nqr lather; “the first timmtf ever 
heard the words from yowr lips. Don’t you take t^erves, 
for mercy’s sake! ” 

’^‘There is no fear of that,” cried I, laughing; '‘and pray 
doti't let peojde alarm ilimnselves about me,” I added, look¬ 
ing mockingly on the anxious faces of Geoffrey and Maiy; 
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“ 1 am perfectly able to take care of myself, aronaded though 
1 am. 1 ought to apologise for oeeupying ao much of yaor 
time and attention." 

“Don’t talk like that, Bertha," said Oeodrey, graTely; 
“you know what concerns you, concha us! 

Us! The word stung me into fury, and 1 not trust 
myself to speak. 

“ I so regret," said the polite, equable tonus of my step* 
mother, as she turned to her guests, “thatwe ^nld all ha^ 
been out when you came. You must have waited here seme 
hours. Such a pity ! ” 

“ We went down to the shore to look for Bertha among the 
rocks,” said Geoffrey; “ I wonder we did not see you,” he 
continued, addressing me, “ since you were there. We caUed 
you—we hunted for you. You must have wandered very 
far." 

“ Yes,” I replied, briefly, “ 1 had." 

“ 1 am afraid you are tired," he pursued, in a lower tcme, 
“ and yet 1 do so wish that we may have one of our happy 
twilight loiterings up and down the shrubbery walk this even^ 
ing. Will you, Bertha ?” 

“No, I cannot—1 am weary," I said. My own voioe 
smote strangely on my ear, it was so harsh. But he did not 
notice it—for Mary was speaking to him. 

“ Mrs. Warburton has no objection-*-8he may come." 

“ Ah, Bertha! will you come back with us to F — ■■■ this 
evening?" siud Geofirey, with great animation.; “that will' 
- he better still. Will youi come ? " 

“ It is impossible," said I, stiU quietly; “ 1 cmmot leave 
home,” 

1 had to meet the entreaties of Mary->the anxious re* 
monstrances of Geoffrey. At length they left me, and 
talked apart together* It was about me, 1 knew. He was 
uneasy about me-*-and thought that my confinement to the 
house during Mrs. Wmrburtnn’s illness had been too nuiMi ibr 
me. He said so, when he omne up to me a^n. 

“ And I have been thinking t^t you ought to have somet 
one to take care of you, dear Bertha; and if yeu.do not feel 
well enough to leave home, Mary shall stay hew with you 
and nurse you. She wishes to do so,” 
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•>' J yet rettRoed eaeogh of re^on to keep calm in order to 
preyeat that plsn’a accomplisbmeat. I had half anticipated 
It—»I dreaded diat f might presently eiiconrage it—ajld then! 
No, I dared not have her left with me. So I whispered to 
Geoffte}' that he must not propose such a scheme- that it 
ysoold raffle my step-mother to have au unprameditated guest 
in tdie house that evening—that it could not be: 

“Ah, poor Bertha!” he said tenderly; “dear Bertha! 
Stnne day she shall be better oared for.” 

His pity—^his tendemesa—maddened me. I started from 
my seat, and went out into the cool evening air. Mary 
foUowed me. 

“ See, the moon is rising! ” cried 1, merrily. “ Did you 
ever see the moon rise over the sea from our rocks, do>vn 
there ? Our beautiful rocks! ’’ 

“No—let us go there and watch it. Papa and mamma 
won’t be here with the carriage for a whole hour yet, and 
your papa is going to carry off Mr. Latimer to look at some 
horses. And I love the rocks—-don’t you ? ” 

“ Ay—the happy, beautiful rocks! ” 

“ Come, then, 1 know the way.” She ran on before; J 
followed slowly, vaguely feeling that the air was pleasant and 
cool to ray bi*ow, and that it was easier to breathe out of the 
house. Before I reached the wicket, through which Mary 
had already disappeBred, 1 was joined by Geo^y. 

“You said you were too tired to walk with me,” he 
'said in smiling reproach; “but you are going with Mary. 
Well, X forgive you. And, ah! Bertha, let me tell you 
now——.” 

“ No, no, I can't wait,” I cried; “ besides—don't you hear 
ray father calling you ? He is impatient—^you must go to 
him directly.” 

“ Soit!" He turned away shnig^ng his shoulders with an 
w of forced resignation. I watched Mm, till a turn in the path 
hidMm from me, Mid the sound of bis footsteps ceased^ I was 
quite alone in the solemn stillness of the twilight. A faint 
odour stole from the flowers that nodded on their stems in 
the evmnng breeze; the murmur of the waves flowing in on 
the shore Mow came hoshingly to my ean; and the moon 
was just breaking from a great white cloud—^its beam.s lay on 
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the sea in a long tremUing column of 1^1^. The 
peace of the time fell on my heart like snow upon a fun>a(ie^’ 
There \?a8 that within me avhich was fiercely at war with 
everything calm or holy. I turned away from the moonli{^ 
—from the fiow ers; and with eyes bent fixedly on the ground^ 
I trod the garden path to and fro-—to and fi:o— thiuJcmg l - 

" Bertha—Bertha! Oh, come 1 ” - 

A voice, strained to its utmost, yet still coming faintly, «» 
from a distance, called upon my name. I know I must have 
heard it many times before it penetrated the chaos of my 
mind, and spoke to my comprehension. Then I knevr it was 
Mary, who had long ago hastened down%mong the rocks, ami 
who wondered, doubtless, that I did not join her. I paused 
and listened again. „ . 

“ Oh, come! B^ha, Bertl^ help me! ” 

The voice sunk with a desD|i|ing^Mlenoe. What could it 
mean—tliat ^mest supplicaffig ciy^ 1 was bewildered, at 
fii-st; and then 1 thought it mus^ have been my own fancy 
that invested the dim sounds with such a wUd and implorint* 
tone. But 1 hurried through the wicket and down the path, 
when, midway, 1 was arrested by another cry, more distinci 
now, because nearer. 

“ Save me! Bertha, Bertha—help!" 

Then I understood all. Her inexperienced steps had 
wandered into one of those hewilderiug convolutions of the 
rocks, and the advancing tide now barred her ^ess. 3 
stood motionless as tlie conviction flashed upon me. Quick, 
shrill, despairing came tlie cries, now. 

" Come to me, oh, come and save me! I shall be drowned 
—drowned. 0 Geoffrey, Geoffrey! help mo! Don't let 
me die—come to me, Geoffrey!" , 

£ven in her desperation, her vmoe took a tenderer tone in 
calling on his name. And 1 did not move. Shriek upon 
shriek smote on the stillness ; but well 1 knew that all earn 
save mine were far away; that the loudest ciy that could 
come from the young, ddicate girl, would never be heard, 
except by me. Soon, exhausted by her own violence, hor 
voice died away into a piteous wailing, amid whic^ I coubl 
catch broken words—words tbat rooted anew nir stubliotii 
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feet to the ground; words that scorched and seared me, and 
hiurdened into a purpose the bad thoughts, that at first only 
confusedly whirled and throbbed lat my heart. 

“ Geoffrey ! come .quickly to me. I shall die. 0 
Geoffrey! it is so hard to die now! Where are you, that you 
do not come to save me ? 0 Geoffrey 1 my Geoffrey! ” 

“ He will never hear, he is far away," I said to myself; 
“ there is no help for her—none.” I felt myself smiling at 
the thought. 

“I am drowning! Oh, the cruel sea—the dreadful, 
dreadful rocks! ” shrieked the voice. 

“ The beautiful rocks,” I muttered; “ you said you loved 
&em but a little while ago. It was there that you and 
he——. Ay, shriek on!" 

The advancing tide was not more cruel, the hard rocks 
more immoveable, than 1, as I stood listening, till again the 
cries subsided into a mi^ingt^hat blended with the rush of 
the waves. * 

“Oh, my mother! my mother! Heaven help me—have 
mercy on me!" 

The yoice was suddenly qmte hushed. I shivered, and a 
strange, awful, deadly feeling stole o\'er me. In that minute 
what an age passed! I know how murderers feel. 

But God is merciful—most merciful. Again the .suppU- 
eating voice rose to my ears, this time like music. I s{)rang 
from the ground where the moment before 1 had crouched, 
and dashed down the cliff. 

“My mind was perfecfly clear. It has been a blessed 
thought to me since, that it was no delirious impulse now 
turned me on my way to save her. 1 might have been mad 
before,'! was not now. 1 had full command of my reason, 
and as I clambered along, 1 at once decided on the only plan 
by which I could rescue h«fr. 1 knew every turn and twist 
of the rocks, and very soon I gained a high peak, above 
where she stood, at the farthest corner of a little creek, into 
which the tide was driving rapidly. There was no time to 
lose. I slid down the steep, smooth rock to her side. She 
was nearly unconscious with terror, yet when she saw me she 
uttered a glad cry, and wound her arms round my neck in 
her old caressing way. I let them stay there. I tried to 
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arouse her courage. 1 told her I would save her, or we would 
die together. 1 bade her cling fast to me. and fear nothing; 
and then, with one arm strongly holding her slender, chUdish 
form, and with the other grasping the rocks for support, I 
waded with her throng the waters. 

Before we rounded the chain of steep rocks which had shut 
lier in frdm the shore she fainted. I was \ery strong. I 
raised her in mj arms, and clasped her close. 1 climbM my 
way with vigour, I never felt her weight, T felt nothing, 
except thanksgiving that she was living, breathing, safe 1 

A sound of voices came confusedly from the diff. 1 an* 
swered with aU the power I could, and 1 was heard. Ere 1 
gained the foot of the cliff, T saw, in the clear moonlight, a 
figure rushing towards us—Geoffrey. It yet rings in my 
ears, the terrible cry which burst from him as he beheld the 
figure lying lifeless in my arms. 

** She is living! she is safe ! ” I cried. 1 saw the change 
in his face, as he snatched her &om me to his heart. Then 1 
fell at his feet, and knew no more. 


PART ri. 

It was a strange sensation, the awakening from what seemed 
to mo a long sleep. 1 had never had a severe illness in my 
life before, and when I opened my eyes languidly, and became 
feebly conscious of myself, 1 felt a vague wonderment whether 
1 was reviving to the same existence, or to a new one. 1 
tried to remember what I had been-—what had happened 
before the long sleep came, but the mere effort of memory 
dizzied me, and 1 closed my eyes again, and lay passive, ti£l 
a stir in the room aroused me. 

I felt some one draw near me. I looked, and saw Moiy 
l)ending over my bed. 

The innocent face, the soft eyes, brought all back to my 
mind. I could not suppress a low' cry, as I hid my face, and 
turned from her— remetabering! 

She, poor child! uttered fond, soothing words to me, while 
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her tears fell on my hands, , my shrunken, pallid hands, nrbieh 
she clasped in her o?ra, and ever and anon pressed lovingly 
to lier lips. Then she gently raised my head, and support 
it on hex bosom. I had no strength to move away. I was 
constrained to lie still, and bear her caresses, only closing my 
eyes, that they might not meet the tender, steadfast gaze of 
hem. 

“ My darling, my darling Bertha," she kept saying, “ you 
are better, you will be well now, thank heaven ! ’’ 

And she, with her soft, cool hands, smoothed the hair from 
my forehead, and then kissed it. 

“ You know me, don’t you, dear ? *' she asked, presently. 
“ You will say one word to me ? 

“What has been the matter?" I said, startled by a sudden 
fear. “ Have I been ill—delirious ?” 

“ Hush, darling! Keep quite still and quiet. No, you 
have not been so ill as that; and now 1 trust there is no 
i&nger of it. But we were afraid." 

1 sighed->a deep sigh of relief. I heard her saying more, 
and 1 gathered from her words, interrupted jis tliey wnre by 
tears and sobs, that I had broken a blood-vessel, and that 
they had fur some hours despaired of my recoveiy. > 

“ And it was for me, for me," she went on; “ it was in 
saving me you nearly lost your life. 0 Bertha! if you had 
died!" 

A passionate burst of weeping choked her voice. I re¬ 
peated softly to myself:— 

“ If I had died!—ah, if I had died! ” 

“ It would have broken our hearts,” sobbed Mary,—•* mine 
and—and Geoffrey’s. We should never have been happy 
again. Poor Geofi&ey!" she repeated, arousing herself 
suddenly, “ 1 am forgetting him in my own gladness. He 
has been waiting and watching in such terrible anxiety. I 
must run and t^ him. Let him come and speak to you at 
the door.” ■ 

“No, nol" 1 cried, clutching her dress to detain her. 
“ You must not. I cannot—I cannot bear it" 

I was too feeble to assume the faintest semblance of com- 

r isure. Even when I cauj^t her look of innocent surprise, 
could not dissemble any me more. I fell back, closing my 
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eyes, aud hardly caring whether she suspected or not. But 
hers was too transparent a nature to suspect. She smooilied 
my pilFow, and kissed my hot brows with her fresh lips— 
blaming herself the while, in low murmurs, for her thought' 
lessness in exciting me. Then, she stole softly out of the 
room. 

Geoffrey must have been waiting in the ne.xt chamber. I 
heard his voice, uplifted in a rapturous thanksgiving— hi$ 
\ oice, blessing God that I was saved! Somehow, it fell on 
rny heart with a strange pang, which yet was not all jiain ; 
and, like a thick cloud breaking and dissolving into rain, a 
heavy choking sob burst from me; anfl I wept blessed, gentle 
tears, such os I had never yet known. Aud then, exhausted, 
like a troubled child, 1 fell into a deep sleep. 

When I awoke, I heard subdued voices in the room. I 
distinguished Dr. Ledby’s grave tones, pronouncing tliat L 
was now out of all danger; that 1 should recover—sloiyly, 
perhaps, but surely. Then T felt some ona come and hang 
over me as I lay, and, languidly opening my eyes, 1 saw my 
father gazing on me, with more affection expressed in his 
la(!o than I had ever dreamed ho cherished for me. Jt sent 
li thrill to my heart, half plea.sure Irnlf remorseful |)ain, for 
tho bitter things I had sometimes thought of his want of love 
for me. 

“ I am awake, fatlier,” said I; aud he kissed me tenderly, 
and with great emotion. 

“ We liave been in much trouble about you, child,” said 
he, hoarsely. “We thought—we thought-.” 

He broke off, and turned hastily aw'ay. Then my step¬ 
mother came. Even she, cold and impassive as was her dis¬ 
position, showed kindness, almost tenderness towards me now. 
fc>l)e busied herself in settling my pillows, brought me a cool¬ 
ing draught, and in various ways testified her interest and 
.solicitude. And she was habitually so indolent and in¬ 
different, that such trifling offices assumed quite a new im 
portance in he'r. 

“ Now then,” said she, sinking down in a chair, when her 
lahoiir.s were concluded. “ I will sit by you for awhile. Your 
nurse is taking a walk in the shrubbeiy, by Dr. Ledby's 
desire. Poor child! she was quite pale and worn with watch- 
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ing so anxiously; and Geo£Er^ fairly dragged her out of the 
house.” 

“I can see them now, rradking together in the laurS path,” 
said my father, who was standing at the window. “ They are 
talking earnestly enough. They make a pretty pair of lovers.” 

I conld see them, too,—though my eyes were closed. I 
kq>t silence. 

“Bertha, my deat,” added he, walking to my bedside again, 
and assuming something of bis old manner, “ are you pre¬ 
pared to be a heroine in these parts ?—^to have your name 
immortalised in guide-teoks, and mispronounced by garrulous 
old women ? 1 hear tley already call that creek ‘ Bertha’s,’ 
and that rock *The Escape.’ And you may expect an ode 
and two or three sonnets, in the next Cornish Luminary." 

1 smiled. It may have been a very sickly smile, for my 
father again turned away, and again grew unwontedly grave. 

“ We must not talk too much to our invalid,” considerately 
said he. 

And with great caution he quitted the room. My re¬ 
maining companion sat mute, and sorted her wools; while I 
lay, with clenched bands, and bead buried in the pillow, and 
had time to think, and to remember, and to look forward 
But I could do neither. Mentally, as well as physically, I 
was so weak that 1 was unable to penetrate the confused haze 
which enshrouded my thoughts. And in the vain endeavour 
to cleave through this chaos, consciousness partly floated 
from me, and, without being asleep, I lay as if in a dream, 
knowing where I was, and all that was passing around me, 
but in utter abeyance of all thought. In this state 1 heard 
Mary enter the room. I felt her come and look at me. 
Tlien followed a whispered conversation with some one else. 
Thmi—^then—Geoffrey stood at my bedside. I felt him 
tihere—his gaze fixed <m my face. Once he touched my 
hand—^he pressed his lips on it. Emotion seemed frozen 
within me. I lay passive the while—conscious of all, but 
still and quiet. It was as if I were dead, and he bending 
over my corpse. 

" Bless her—God bless her! ” said he, presently, in a 
strangely broken and suppressed voice. “ But for her, oh, 
Mary! what had been my life now ? ” 
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'‘Hash, darling!’’ came in the timid tones of Mary; 
“ you will awaken her.’’ 

He turned to her. In my strange waking trance, 1 
seemed to see how he took her in his arms, and looked into 
her face. For a little time there was. silence. 

“ G-od is very good,” said he at Imigth, “ to have given 
two such dear ones to tne, Mary, and to have preserved them 
hoth through the peril that threatened them. If even after 
you were saved, Bertha had died'——.’’ 

“ Oh, terrible, terrible! ” murmured Mary, shuddering. 
“ Ah, dear GeotFrey! that would have been worse than all; 
far, far worse than if I-.” 

“ No, darling—there could be no worse than that.” 

Very quietly they talked, with a subdued and solemn 
cadence in their voices. Like tones beard in a dream it all 
lell on my cars—to become afterwards a remembrance mone 
distinct than the reality. 

“ How pale and still she is 1 ” whispered Maiy.* “ And 
how altered since this illness. She was so full of life and 
energy when I first saw her. Only a few short weeks ago, 
Geoffrey, do yon ifemember?" 

“ Yes, dear, I remember well.” 

“ How different her face is now. O Geoffrey! ” She 
stopped, weeping. He soothed her tenderly, os a mother 
might a petted child. • 

“ To think that but for me all this sorrow had never been,” 
faltered she. ' Bertlia would have been spared this suffering 
had I never come to Cliffe.” 

“Do you wish you had never come to Cliffe, Mary?” 
asked his low, fervent voice. 

“ Ah, no—no I If you do not.” 

“ I V Heaven forgive me, darling I but a whole world of 
misery would seem to me a cheap purobase of what I have won.” 

He spoke passionately, impetnously, and she was quick to 
calm him. 

“ Hush.” she said, gently, “ you will waken poor Bertha." 

But I did not wake. I lay still and placid—soulless, as it 
seemed, and pangless, long after they had left me. 

My memory of the next few days is v^ue and uncertain. 
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1 was kept very quiet, nu'ely spoke, and remained, for tlio 
most part, motionless and with closed eyes, so that they often 
thought me asleep when I was only thinking. 

Mary was constantly with me. Her love was devoted, 
untiring. It would not be discounted by coldness, and it 
Heemed content to be unreturned. She was the tenderest, 
the most watchful of nurses. And every one was very kind 
to me. My father, my step-mother; all those of whom I had 
thought so hardly that they did not care for me. Sometime.** 
now, 1 reflected remorsefully, that if they had not hitherto 
aliown me much aflection it might have been my own fault. 
I had no right to quarrel with natures for being over- 
reticont. 

Geoffrey sent mo the freshest flowers every morning, and 
scoured the country for fruits and delicacies to tempt my 
appetite. And once or twice he came in to see me. These 
interviews were very brief—very silent No one wondered 

I was still so feeble. 

t regained strength hut slowly. It was long before I left 
my bed. And the autumn was far advanced when for the 
first time, my father carried me downstair^* into the cheerful 
sitting-room, and laid me on the sofa near the window. 

1 looked out into the garden; saw the trees wearing their 
golden tints; the laurels in the shrubheiy waving about in 
wind: the little wicket gate; beyond that, the cliff; 
beyond still, file great sea, fiosMng in the noon sunlight. I 
remembered iflie last time 1 had passed out at that gate on to 
tlie cliff. 

Mary waS beside me, busied in some tender cares for my 
(X>infort. With* a sudden impulse I passed my ann round 
her. It was the first e.xpression of the new and softer feeling 
lising in my heart for her. 

Poor child ! she nestled her head in my bosom, weeping in 
it torrent of gratitude and joy. She mast have been often 
cruelly wounded by the kind of sullen endurance with which 
hitherto I had received all lier tenderness. I’or it was long 
before her patient love won its way and softened my rebellious 
heart. But she could not tell—she could not guess. It 
must have been a mystery to her, always—the strange fitful 
humour of mv love for her, which one minute would make me 
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flttsp her in a passionate embrace, and the next, gently but 
irresistibly put her from me. 

As I'did now. I had struggled—God knows I had!->^l 
had battled with the fierce tides of feeling that ever and anon 
suited within me, convulsing my whole being, feeble as 1 was, 
till the little vitality I had remaining, seemed to leave me. 1 
Imd learned the new les-son of striving against myself— 
against l^e strongest, wildest part of my nature. But 1 was 
young yet, and the instincts of youth are so passionate,, so 
uncontrollable. They rebel so fiercely against suffering— 
they u'iU shriek out, and dash themselves impotently against 
the strong despair, even until it stuns them into silence. 

And I untwined Mary’s clinging arms, and turned iny bead 
away from her. She sat contentedly beside me, playing with 
hands, which she kept possession of. 

How thin they were, and pallid! When I looked at (them, 
after awhile, and then at Mary's, what a contrast! She wa.s 
amusing herself by taking the rings from her own fingers antf 
placing them nn mine. There was one—an opal set among 
diamond.s~Avhich sparkled brightly. 

“ A prettj' ring,” said 1, languidly, taking it to look more 
nearly at it; “ I never noticed it before." 

“ No," said Mary, drooping her head, shyly; " I—I never 
had it till last evening.” 

1 gave it back to her. She tried to put it on one of my 
fingers, but they were all too shrunken, and it slipped off. 

“ ’Tis of no use," said I, and I drew my hand away; “ it is 
a faithful ring, and will only be worn by its mistress." And 
again I turned my face and gazed out. 

“ Don’t look away from me," said Mary, pleadingly, “ be¬ 
cause—because 1 ^vant to tell you—this ring—Geoffrey 
gave me.” 

“ I know," I answered quickly; “ I understand—all. You 
need tell me nothing,” 

She seemed relieved, and scarcely surprihcd. For a moment 
she looked in iny face, her own cheeks all Hushing, and her 
eyes only half raised from the shadow of the bishes. Then 
she fell weeping on my neck. 

“ Tell me—tell me you are not sorry." she said, brokenly; 
“ he is so good, and I—oh, I am so unworthy. You knew 
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him long before I did, end yon most know hovr noble he is, 
and how little I deserve him. Bat-~-bat I love him, 
Bertha!" 

She raised her head, and looked up straight into my eyes, 
ae she uttered the last words. 1 pressed the tearful £aoe 
down again upon my bosom hastily but gently, 

“ X love him!" again murmured, in a kind of childish 
dalliance with the words; “ I love him dearly! ” • 

I said, after a little while, “ Then, Mary, is there no need 
to fear your worthiness;" and I mechanically repeated the 
lines:— 

^' Behold me, I am worthy 

Of thy loving, for I love thee! I am worthy as a l^g.'" 

“Is that true—is it really so?” she asked, earnestly; 
“loving much, do we merit much? Because,"—and again 
her cheek crimsoned, and her voice sank timidly—“ th«t J 
know I should deserve him. Who could love him so well 

She had crept closely to me. It was almost more than I 
could bear. I moved uneasily upon my pillow, disengaging 
myself from her embrace. 

“1 am tired," was all I could say; “I should like to sleep." 

But her sweet look of innocent self-reproach for having 
wearied me, smote on my heart. When, after carefully 
arranging my cushions and coveriogs, she stole quietly away, 
X <»Ued her back. She knelt down at my side, and un¬ 
suspectingly the clear, untroubled eyes were raised to mine. 
I parted the hair on her brow, and twisted the fair tresses 
listlessly in my fingers. 

“ X am weak stUl, dear," I said, die while, “ and peevish, 
and capricious often. But you m'e very patient; you will 
forgive me." 

She was eager with depreoatoiy words; but I would not 
heed them. 1 kissed her tenderly, solemnly; bending over 
her, as I whispered the words 

“ God look on you, and love you always!—^you and 
Geoffrey! ’’ 

And when I was alone, 1 prayed the same prayer. 

Very gradually 1 regained strength. I do not care to 
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dwell upon tbe time of my eorfy ooBvdescenoe. Wfam 1 
vns well enough to need no nmrsiu^, Maxj returned luraae; 
but she’came to see me every day, and she was almost^nore 

at Cliffe than at F-. Geoffir^ wwld go to fetd^ her in 

the morning, and escort her home in the evening: when he 
returned, I had always retired to my room, so that 1 saw but 
little of him, though he was still, notmnaDy, my ihther’e 
guest. 

He was most kind, and affectionate to me as ever. If the 
close and confidential intercourse of old was at an end, it was 
only natural, and I was very grateful that it should be so. 

He had never spoken to me of his engagement with Maiy, 
till one evening, in the dusky twilight, they both came 
together to my sofa from the window, where ^ey had been 
for some time talking in low whispers, and Geof&ey, prising 
my hand in both of lus, toM me that he had that day an^ged 
with Mr. Lester—that they were to be married early m tiiS 
New Year, and that in a day or two he was going to Londoif 
to see his lawyers. 

Mary hid her tearful faee in my bosom the while he told 
me this. I was glad it was so dark. 

And next week I shall go,” repeated Geoffrey, “ and then 
—1 shall leave Mary in your charge, Bertha; and you in 
hers," he added, as an after-thought. “ Poor little invalid! 
she cannot take care of herself yet,” he went on, half play¬ 
fully, half in tender earnest “ I must not burden her with 
the keeping of my treasure. But I am glad J Imve yon 
together." * 

“ And you will not be long away," said Mary, j)leadingly ; 
you will eome back very soon? Aud«then Beiiba will be 
quite well—won’t yon, dear ?” 

“ Yes,” said Geoffrey, answering for me; “ and able to go 
with us to I taly. That is what we have planned, dear friend 
—dear Sister. Does it please you ? ” 

1 was more than half prepared for some such proposal. 1 
did not attempt to combat it then, and my murmured answer, 
unintelligible as it was, satisded him. He went on gaily:— 
“ Do you remember bow we used to talk of Rome, and 
Venice, and Naples, and long to see them—to visit them 
together, Bertha ? Who would have thought our dreams so 
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near realisation ? ■ All! ” be continued, 'with a deep sigh of 
content, “ the world is a better wmid than 1 thought it, uid 
life has a great deal of happiness—^morethan I ever dreamed!" 

He paused for a moment. Maty’s little hand stole into 
his. 


“ I am very happy, too,” whispered she; “ but not quite 
content—till Kertha is well." 

“ But Bertha will he well—shall he, must be,” he cried, in 
a tone almost of detiance. ** My darling’s heaven must be 
cloudless. There shall not be a speck upon it.” 

Hush—^hush, dear! ” she said, timidly; “ don’t talk so— 
it is not right. And besides, Bertha is weak, remember.” 
She was always so thoughtful over me! 1 felt that, and was 

grateful, even then. 

“ Dear Bertha,” he said, in compunction, “ you know my 
old sins of feverish thoughtlessness. Do 1 tire you ? Shall 
1 go away ? ” 

* “ No; [ am stronger—stronger than 1 was. Stay. ” 

The words came forth very faintly and gaspingly, though I 
tried hard to steady them. He Whs silent for awhile. 

“ Dr. Ledby says you \vill recover fast now,” he presently 
said, as if re-assuring himself; **and Naples is the place, of 
all others, for you to winter in. Think of Naples and Vesu¬ 
vius, Bertha! Think of the Bay, at which your beloved 
I’’-Bay will have to hide its diminished head for ever¬ 

more. You will never dare sing its praises again -obstinate 
patriot though you are.” 

“ And at Naples,” added Mary, “ we shall meet my brother.” 

“ Ay—^there’s the grand crisis of delight in )utr mind," 
mied be, in assumed peevishness; “ it’s always that brother 
Arthur, to whom I take exception from the beginning. 1 
know I shall hate him. You have no business to have a 
brother—nor anything—^but me.” 

Mary laughed merrily. She never noticed the shade of 
earnestness which 1 could trace through all his jesting. 

“Ah, Bertha,” she said, “you will like Arthur, I know. 
You are not unreasonable and jurejudiced. And he is so 
good—so clever, too, and——.” 

“ Oil, you inscrutable little schemer! ” interrupted < ieoffrey; 
“ do you always make a rule of showing your plans be- 
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forehand ? This dangerously artful person—>this tembly 
manoeuvring match-maker—don't yon see, l^lba—can’t you 
guess ? ' Ah, you won’t answer; but I wisii it was light 
enough to see you smile." 

“ lie quiet, Geoffrey," urged Mary. 

“ Oh, I promise you infinite amusement in this young 
lady's budding diplomatic talents," he persisted. “As for 
me, J know the programme of her plot by heart—as 1 ought, 
having heard it so often. She is quite a female Macchiavelli, 
1 only wish I were going out on a mission: what an in¬ 
valuable secretary she would be to my ambassadorship !" 

“ 1 will give you a mission," said she, laughingly—*' go and 
get Bertha some grapes. Her hands are quite hot, and 1 
know your talking is too much for her. Go away, and ask 
Mrs. Warburton for a bunch." 

She pushed him playfully towards the door, through which 
at length he departed, grumbling, and appealing to me 
against her tyranny. 

J did not see hini again that night. Before he returned 
with the grapes, J had g4ned my own room, where 1 was 
glad to be quiet and at rest. 

After tlrnt day, 1 noticed that a certain shade of pensive¬ 
ness appeared to hang over both the lovers, as the time of 
their first separntiou drew nigh. Geoffrey grew thoughtful 
often, while watching Mary as she worked, or read, or lay on 
an ottoman by my sofa, one of her fair anus thrown around 
me, as she loved to remain, her head half raised, and her 
loving face peering forth from the midst of her curls. So 
we were sitting, the very evening before Ge(ffrrey'8 departure, 
and 1 remember how he looked at her, as he stepjied into 
the room from the garden, where he had been pacing the 
terrace with quick, firm strides for more thou an hour. He 
stopped for n moment on the threshold, gazing on her with 
eyes wl)ose deep, wild love it seemed to me mu.st have 
thrilled her—all unconscious as she sat Then, as I furtively 
watched Ins face from under my trembling band, 1 saw a 
changed expression come u{K)u it—an expression of keen, 
vivid anguish. 1 had never seen such a looh on hia face 
before, and it appalled me — smote me oat of my forced, 
stony self-possession. 1 started up, with a suppressed cry. 
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“ Geefirejr— GeofiEwy ! lAat ails you ? " 

He glanced rebukingly at me, as Mary rose hastily to her 
fiiet; ai^ looked alternately at me and at her lorer, her whole 
frame shaking with alarm. 

** Bertha, have yon wakened out of a bad dream ?" he said, 
whfle he drew her to> his side, and soothed away her fright— 
" tiiat you horrify this poor child thus ? ” 

1 sank back again on my cushiena, and closed my eyes. 

Hie poor frightened child hung sobbing on his breast. For 
a £|w minutes th^ ^d not heed ine, and 1 had time to re¬ 
store myself to my habitual (K>mposafe before Maiy, breaking 
from his arms, came to me again. 

Darling Bertha, yon tended me so ! Tell me, of what 
were you dreaming ? — that some harm had o^me to 
Geoffrey?” 

I Impe so, fervently," he broke in, with his old Aovacious 
taanner. “ 1 have great faith in the proverb about dreams 
beii^ fulfilled contrariwise. There could not be a better 
omen for my approaching joumer than that you or Bertha 
should dream 1 had broken my nilk.'' 

Mary shuddered. 

Oh, don’t tal k so! ’’ she'murmured; and d,on't wish us 
to have such dreams. Think, when you are gone, how 
dreadful-" 

Her voice died utterly away, and she buried her face in my 
bosom. Again Geoffrey looked on her with that same look 
which T had scarce strength to endme. Then he turned 
away, and strode to the wii^osr. There he remained, looking 
out on the wintry, stormy world of sea, and cliff, and suow- 
eovered moor—-uittil Mary rose from beside me, and trying 
to laugh at her own foolishness, tui from the room to hide 
her freshly-gathering tears. 

Geoffrey approached me hastily, even as the door closed 
upon her. He seized my hand with almost fierce earnest¬ 
ness, and looked down upon me, his face quite wild with 
agitation. 

“ Bertha, Bertha 1 1 always feared this happiness could 
not last. 1 believe each human soul has its portion Plotted 
from the beginning of its existence—and I—-J liave drunk 
mine to the dregs already." 
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1 sappose the expresaiou of mj f«ee struck him. then, for 
he stopjDed suddenly, then resumed 
“ 1 am a thoughtless brute, I feel, in talking to you thus 
—poor, weak, and ill as you are. But, heaven help met 1 
feel such a yearning to giro vent to this dismal feelingthis 
sense of foreboding that has come me! And Mary-^it 
would kill her if she guessed ! I most meeds practfoe 
hj-pocrisy with her." 

“ But you must not with me." 1 said, rising with a sudden 
eA'ort. “ Tell me all that is troubling you. It will do you 
good to talk unrestrainedly. And you need not fear for me: 
1 am quite strong, and very calm. Now, sfteak 1 ” 

“ Blessings on you, my Bertha—-my sister! ” he said, with 
a grateful tenderness that for a moment overset my boasted 
calmness. “ Ever since 1 knew you, you have always been 
ilie refuge for my cares—^my fits of depression; and you have 
always done me good. What should 1 do without* you, 
Bertha?” 


“ Go on," 1 said; *' tell me what you have to tell, for 
we may be interrupted. Hfery will return." 

At the name, his face again grew darkened with a strange 

gloom. 

Bow shall 1 tell you ? " ho said, hoarsely; “ you will not 
laugh at my weakness—^you will understand and it. 
Bertha, do you believe in presentiments ? " 

He looked fixedly at me, but without waiting my reply, 
proceeded in a lower, yet more distinct tone:— 

“ For two days 1 have been cmmcious of a strange burdmi 
on my mind—a mysterious prescience of some ill to come, 1 
don't know of what nature. Whether any ill is pending to 

me, or-No! not to Marj^—not to her —but- 

He paused abruptly, and sat as if thinking for awhile. 1 
tried to speak; 1 could not—I could only remain still, 
looking at liim. 

“ Did I ever tell you,” he suddenly resumed, “about my 
poor friend Sinclair ? He was about to be roanied, and « 
we^ before, he caught a fever, and died on the very day 
fixed for his wedding.” 

Still 1 said nothing. But the glance he gave me, taught 
me something of the look that my own face wore. 
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Ber^iar-4on’t think too much of these fooliso 
fusdes. I am worse than foolish to infect you with my 
dismal ideas. Come, let us talk; you will do me good, and 
make me all right again. Let us be cheerful.” 

Looking back upon it now, I can hardly tell how I re- 
sta<ained the agony in my own heart to minister unto him. 
But I did so. In the gathering tvrilight we sat, until i 
had soothed him into a comparative serenity. It was strange, 
hovr his reason yet fought against his sensations. When 1 
urged him to delay his journey for a time, he laughed, and, 
wi^ something of his old pleasant banter, deprecated such a 
weakness, and dended himself for yielding to it as much as 
he had done. And his was always such a mercuiial nature, 
that 1 felt no surprise at seeing him suddenly shake off all 
his gloom, and when Maiy joined us, become even more than 
ordinarily vivacious. When tlie rest of the family joined ns, 
he and my father began arguing in their usual style of quaint 
warring of wits. Mary sat silent, her fingers busily engaged 
with some light work; my step-mother, equally speechless, at 
her unfailing wools ; and 1—1 could lie quite unthougbt of 
and unobserved on my sofa in the dark comer, out of the 
glare of the firelight and tlfe lamp. 

Oh, miserable—miserable evening ! It w'a.s surely not 
uunatoxal that I, spite of what seemed my better reason, 
should be deeply impressed by what Geoffrey had told me. 1 
had carefully avoided letting him see how much 1 was affected 
by it; but 1 could not conc^ from myself the feeling of un¬ 
defined terror and yearning anguish with which 1 watched 
him that last evening. I shivered as 1 gazed on his laughing 
face, and marvelled and doubted within myself whether his 
miiih were real or assumed. Well as I knew him, in the 
confusion and pain 1 had to battle against in my own mind, I 
rnuld not satisfy myself with respect to what was passing 
in bis. 

Mary was to stay with me that night, and Geoffrey was to 
depart early the neit morning. When we prepared to sepa¬ 
rate for the night, he bade adieu to my &thor and Mrs. War- 
burton, then he came to me. No one could see his face but 
1, as he advanced to my sofa. I turned hastily aside, sajiug 
1 should see him in the morning before he went. I could not 
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bear it—to lie quiet there, bidding him a, formal farewell, 
while ray poor faint heart yearned over him in his trouble*^ 
hie trouble, that only I knew to exist. 

And so we dispersed to our several rooms. Directly we 
were in ours, poor Mary gave vent to the sadnqas she had 
l)een feebly striving to suppress the whole evening. 1 tlnnk 
1 was more selfish tliau usual that night; 1 felt more of ray 
old, wicked self Stirling within me, than 1 drad for many 
weeks. As I looked on her lying on the bed, aa she had 
thrown horsolf in a childlike abandonment, her head buried 
in her outstretched arms, and her sobs sounding wildly and 
frequently, I cleuclied my hands, and bit ray lips hard. 

“ You think you know what grief is,” I muttered within 
myself. "Y'ou believe you suffer! You! Gan children 
love, or feel as we do—we, whom God has created woinen, 
but planted in our natures all the desperate earnestness oi* 
man, together with that unchanging, patient constanev, the 
fatal and e.\:clusive birtliiight of every true woman sin(% tl)e 
world began ? ” 

Those thoughts were stirring within me os Maiy raised her 
hood, and looked on me with an expression of appealing help> 
lessness. , 

“ Dear Bertha! ” she faltered, extending her arras to me 
—“ come to me—take me to your bosom: 1 am so wretched! ” 
And again her tears hui'st forth. 

'* ‘ Thank God—bless God—all ye who saffer sot 
More grief than ye can weep for {' " 

These words passed iny lips, coldly and bitterly, almost 
before 1 was aware. She turned her sad face reproachfully 
upon me, with a vague sense of my meaning. 

“ Ah, you don’t know—you don’t know!" she said, slowly, 
and with an effort to suMue her own emotion. “It is 
childish, I feel, to be miserable because he is going from me 
for awhile. But ah, Bertha!—though the cause may be 
foolish, sorrow is sorrow, and you should pity me, for 1 liave . 
never known it till now." 

I had need to be more than humanly cold and stony, to 
resist her supplicating voice. My heart melted within mo. 
and I clasped her in my anus, where she lay, truiiblcd an<'> 



TTPlIS OF WOMANHOOD. 


ISO 

rwtless, through the night—only sinking into slumber & little 
time before the late dawn appeared. 

Then we both arose, and descended into the room where 
Oeoffif^^s break&st awaited hini. She seated herself at the 
table, bussing herself with the cups, striving very hard to 
maintain a elmerful look. So fresh, and young, and girlish 
she appeared, in the cold light of the January morning— 
trying to smile upon Geoffrey when he came in, and, seeing 
Q^y her, seated huaself beside her. 

1 was content to be disregarded. It was gladness enough 
for me to siee on his countenance no trace of the fitful agita¬ 
tion of the day before; in his manner neither the heavy 
gloom, nor the wild vivacity that had then disquieted me so 
He looked quiet, composed, more serious than usual 
•~>and ah! so tenderly loving to tlie little clinging creature 
at4ds ^e! 

We heard, gradually drawing near, the tramp of his horse, 
which was coming to take him to meet the coach. Tbmi he 
rose, and Mary, too. 

He liad embraced her—^had turned away—was leaving the 
room—when 1, in a kind of reckless impulse, tottered forward 
from my quiet comer, silently holding forth my hand. 

“Be^u! is it you?” he exclaimed, astonished—moved 
even, 1 thought,—and he sprang back to me, and carefully 
led me again to my seat. “ Dear Bertbn ! And I was going 
away witliout seeing you." 

“ Never mind,” I whispered; “ only tell me-—are you more 
couteut ? ” 

“ I am quite content,” he answered, assuredly. “ I only 
think happily of the time when 1 shall return." 

He was interrupted by Mary, who, seeing him still linger 
in the room, stole to his side again. He caught her in his 
embrace, bending over her with love—unutterable—^unlimited, 
—dilating in his eyes. And then he placed her in my arms, 
«ttd said:— 

“I leave my darling in your charge, Bertha! Keep her 
safely for me till I come. Always love her dearly—(ah! you 
conld not do else!)—^be gentle—be tender with her f" 

He leaned ov'er me, and kissed my brow, li was the first 
kiss he ever gave me. 
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When I opened my eyes, and knew myself again, Mary 
was lying, pale and still, where he had placed W, and 1 
heard thd sound of a horse’s gallop dying away in tiie distance. 

The days passed on. Mary was very much with me. She 
soon recovered, or almost recovered, her usual serenity—- 
that true contentment we so seldom see out of childhood. 
Geoffrey's letters were great aids to this re-establishment of 
her cheerfulness. The hrst she received from him,—what a 
delight it was to her! She came running to me, holding it 
fast to her bosom the while, and began to read it in a trans¬ 
port of eager joyfulness. It was such a new pleasure to her 
—1 believe it well-nigh compensated for the grief of separa¬ 
tion. A week before, 1 should have thought so with some 
bitterness towards her light, girlish nature. But now my 
feeling towards her was changed. Geoffrey himself could not 
have i^en more tender, more gentle than 1 was in thought, 
and word, and deed, towards her whom he had so solemnly 
confided to my care. The echo of bis words ever rang in 
my memory. Always love her dearly, and be tender with 
her. 

The days when his letters came were always brighter 
days to me. I hardly knew the burden of anxiety that con¬ 
stantly rested on ray mind, till it was partially relieved by 
the sight of his familiar handwriting—the large closely- 
written pages,—exact ti’anscripts, too, his letters ever were of 
himself,—^that Mary regularly received. She used to read 
them to me—port of them, at least—crouching beside my 
sofa,—^her face flushed vrith gladness, her voice becoming 
broken ever and anon, and dying away into whispers ; then 
bursting forth again in a blythe laugh at some piece of 
Geoffrey’s gaiety Well I remember th^em—^those clear, cold, 
winter mornings, when the world looked so dreary without, 
and the wind wailed, piercing even through the silver joyous¬ 
ness of Mary’s laughter. 

I had always intended to leave Cliffe before the marriage. 
1 had even arranged my plans so that I could leave without 
suspicion, and without giving them time to remonstrate. 
But ever since the night Wore Geoffrey's departure, the plan 
—the very idea even, had floated from my mind. All my 
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own pains were merged into the one dim, undefined anxiety 
1 felt for him. All my own sickening wishes to be away—to< 
be alone—^yielded now to the passionate yearning 1* had for 
his safe return. Day by day the uneasy longing grew more 
intense; till, to have seen him back i^n, married to Mary, 
and happy, T would—ah, it is nothing to say I would have 
died—1 would have lived, and looked forward to living long, 
long years—tranquil, and at peace! 

At length a letter come, announcing the day he proposed 
to leave London. Three days after that day he would aiTivo 
at GlifTe. The marriage would then be arranged, and would 
certainly follow speedily. Mary's mother, half tears and half 
smiles at her darling's approaching bridal, hod already beeit 
busily preparing for it. The wedding dress hod come from 
London, and the veil, and the orange flowers. All would be 
in readiness by the time Geoffrey returned. 

And the day fixed for that drew nigh. It came. It had 
raowed incessantly for three days previously; but that morn¬ 
ing shone cloudless, and the sunshine was awaking the red¬ 
breasts into jc^ous warblings, as Mary triumphantly remarked 
to me, vdieu we drew aside ray window curtains, aud urged 
me to hasten my toilet and come downstairs. 

" Everything unites to give him welcome back," she said. 
“Look at the sea, how blue and sparkling it is! We have 
not seen such a sea for weeks, have we? And even the 
flowers! I have been into the greenhouse, and gathered 
an e.xquiaite bouquet. The obstinate little tea-rose, that has 
refused to blossom for so long, has positively deigued to un¬ 
close a bud this very morning for Geoflrey." 

She went on, half singing to herself, os she arranged two 
or three geraninms and a spray of myrtle together. When 
they were fixed to her satisfaction, she came and fastened 
them in my dress. 

“ For,” she observed, laughing, “ wo will all look festal,— 
even you, dear, with your plain, high frock, and Quakerish 
little collar, will condescend to oniameiit to day. You 
tremble!" she cried, suddenly. “ You are not well, Bertha. 
W hat ails you ? ” 

1 could not tell her. I did not know myself. 1 said 1 
was cold. And she hurried me downstairs to the warm 
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drawing-room—remarking, at tke Bame time, that my &oe 
was glowing, and that my hands felt diy and feverish. 

“ Mamma is coming this morning,’’ she went on, as soon 
os we were established at the fireside; “ and, do'yoo know, 
Bertha, 1 am to try on my wedding dress. Mamma is to 
dress roe. to see if it is all right. And there is a dress for 
yon, which I have chosen. And you will wear it, wont you, 
darling ?—although it isn’t made quite in that peculiar, half- 
puritanical fasliion of yours, which I have learned quite to 
love, because it /« peculiar to you," 

8he caressed me fondly. 1 tried hard to shake off the 
unaccountable oppression that I laboured under. In vain. 
The while she flitted about the room, laughing, and talking, 
and carolling snatches of meny songs, 1 remained mute, as 
though perforce, with the mysterious, terrible burden weigh¬ 
ing heavy on my heart. 

Then Mrs. Lester came; and my step-mother and^ she 
talked long together, while Maiy was appealed to by one or 
the other, every now and then. Once or twice iJiey spoke to 
me, and 1 essayed to answer; but the words came thick and 
stifled; and, moreover, 1 failed to catch the sense of what they 
.said, though 1 heard distinctly. 

“ Miss Warburton does not seem quite so well this morn¬ 
ing," observed Mrs. Lester, with concern. 

“ She is sleepy," said Mary, as she hovered about me, and 
tried to find some little office in which to busy herself for me. 

“ Let her keep quiet till-She kissed my closed eyes, 

and whispered the rest of her sentence. 

“ Bertha is no authority in matters of this kind,” my step¬ 
mother placidly remarked. “ I never knew a girl who 
thought so little about dress, lieally, it almost becomes a 
fault, such extreme negligence. But, as we were saying— 
whether a rucks or an edge of blonde will look best," &c., 
&e. 

Presently the door opened, and a servant announced the 
arrival of Mrs. Lester’s maid, with the dresses. 

“ It's a pity Miss Warburton should have fallen asleep," 
said Mrs. Lester. “ However- 

“ Oh^ she mustn’t be disturbed,” cried Mary. “ Let her 
sleep quietlj'. And," she added, in a lower tone, “ I will go 
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and put on my dress, and come in and astonish her vdimi she 
wakes.” 

The two elder ladies laughed, assented, and withdrew, and 
Mary, after onoe more arranging my plaids and cushions, 
followed them from the room. 

1 raised myself when they were gone, and pressing my 
head with my two hands, I tried to analyse the strange, 
inscrutable feeling which overpowered me. But even while 
I sat thus, its nature changed. My heart began to throb, 
wildly, loudly, so that I could hear its passionate pulsations ; 
and an imperious instinct seemed lo tum me towards the 
door of the room, which opened into the entrance hall. 

“Geoffrey is coming already,” I said to myself. I 
repeated it aloud—all the while feeling that it was not so— 
tluU; Geoffrey was not near. Yet, at that moment I distin¬ 
guished a horse’s gallop, growing louder, till it ceased at our 
gate. And then quick footsteps along the gravel path—-and 
then the peal of the outer-door bell, resounding in the house. 

“ It is Geoffirey,” 1 said again, resolutely. “T will go and 
caU Mary.” 

1 knew it to be false. The throbbing at my heart stopped 
suddenly. 1 was quite calm, quite prepared for what I saw, 
when, opening the door, 1 found a servant listening, with a 
horror-struck face, to the quick, Eigitated words of the man 
who had just dismounted from his horse, and whose dis¬ 
ordered appearance told of a hasty journey. 

“ Who IS that ? ” he whispered to the servant, when he 
saw me, stopping suddenly in his recital, with a kind of 
shrinking. 

“ It is Miss Bertha—Miss Warburton,” r^ied the other. 

“ Not the young lady that——." 

** Come in here," said I, steadily. “ Tell me all you have 
to say, and do not alarm any one else in the house. Come in.” 

Ho entered, and 1 closed the door. 

“ What has happened to Mr. Latimer?” 

“ Do not be too much—there may be hope—the doctor 
says,” he began, with a chimsy effort at preparation. 

“ Toll me, in as few words as you «an,” I said; ** and tell 
me the whole truth.” 

“ Mr. Latimer arrived by the coach at P-last night 
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late—or rather, early this monttag. He seemed auxioua to 
get on here at once, and would not be advised against takmg 
horse, and going remaining thirty miiaa. The roads, 
they told him, were in some parts dangexoiui from the heavy 
snows ; but he said he knew them well, and thought nothing 

of the risk. About seventeen miles this side P-the road 

rons close beside an old stone quarry. You may know k. 
Miss?’’ 

“ Go on—go on.” 

“ The snow deceived him, we suppose, and he got out of 
the track. His horse fell with him. Ho was found there 
about two hours ago by some labourers. They took him into 
a little inn near. He was quite insensible; but the people 
knew who he was, and asked me- 

He was interrupted. The door opened, and there came in, 
with a buoyant step, a little hgure, arrayed in rustling, 
glancing, dazzling white silk. The delicate lace veil fril 
cloudily over her head, shading the blushing cheeks—the 
laughing eyes. And Mary’s blythe voice sounded clear and 
ringing 

“Enter—the bride ! ” 

1 had felt calm, as 1 have said. Heaven knows what she 
read in my face Avhich struck the smile frmn her month, and 
sent her flying to my bosom with a terrible cry. There she 
hung, vainly trying to give speech to the dread that overcame 
her; while Mrs. Lester, who had followed her into the room, 
stood transfixed, gazing first at me, and then at the strange 
messenger. 

" For mercy's sake, tell me what has happened ? cried 
the mot^. At length, hurrying to her child—“ Mary, say 
darling, look up—come to me ! ” 

But she kept clinging to me, till L unwound her fragile 
hold, and laid her—poor, pale child, in her shining bridid 
robes, on the sofa near. 

I do not well know what followed. Wbm% at length Mary 
understood what had h^pened, her senses gave way, and she 
fell from one fit into another coatinuonsly. It was vain to 
hope she would Veoevear sufficieutly to go to her lover. 
Geoffr^ would not have tlie blessedness of dyii^ in her anaf. 
But 1 knew how, if he ever regained consciousness, he would 
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v-cani to see her, and 1 waited hnig« in an eternity, as it 
jsoenaed, of torture, in the hope of bearing her with me. 

In vain. I set forth alonef leaving, her with a Irihe of 
weeping women around her. 1 sprang on my horse, and in a 
moment was on my way across the moor. 

In the midst of the chaos of my mind, I yet clearly re¬ 
membered the last time 1 rode there with .Geoffrey a litrie 
while ago; but oh 1 what a chasm yawned between then and 
now! I remembered, too, Itow stormy the day w'Os then, and 
liow serene my own heart { Now the sunshine seemed to 
ffoat like a visible Joy through the transpareut air, and the 
low murmur of the sea sounded in tlm distance like a hymn 
of peace. The birds in a little grove that tho road skirted 
were singing loudly—shrilly. 

. Merciful heaven! how mockingly it all blended with the 
dead, quick fall of my horse’s hoofs, as I pressed him on 
towards Geoffrey and death! 

I heard his voice before I entered the room whmre he lay. 
It sounded strange, yet fearfully familiar. His wild loud call 
was for Maiy—always Maiy! The doctor, who came gmvely 
tind sadly to meet me, asked witli anxiety if I wa» she ? And 
MS I, not quite able to speak then, stoM very quiet leaning 
against the wail, I heard the man who had returaed.witli me 
answer in a low tone,Bless you, no, sir! That' other poor 
young lady was struck like dead when she beard; this one 
was as calm the whole time as coxild be. I don’t think she is 
anything at all to him.” 

“ 1 am his old friend," said 1, answering the questioning 
glance of the doctor, *' and the daughter of his host, Mr. War- 
burton. Let me see him.” 

They did not binder me, and I went in. * * * * He 
thought 1 uits Mary. When 1 drew near to him, he fixed his 
wild eyes on me, with a terrible likeness of look in them, to 
wluit I had 80 often watched when he gazed on her. . He 
clasped my hands in his scorching lingers, and pressed them 
with a kii^ of fierce fondness to his lips. 

“ Ah, my darling! my darling ! I knet^’ou would come,” 
he said, in a subdued tone; 1 have been waiting so long; 

but now’ I am happy!” 
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“ It seems to compose him, the sight of you," observed the 
doctoi*, after a pause of comparative quietude in his patient. 

I sujipose he mistakes you for some one else!" 

Ah! God he mercifid to our weak human nature, how' 
bitter that thought u’as, even then! 

I remained still, ray hands pressed in his hot clasp, till he 
sank into an uneasy slumber. 1 could better bear to look at 
him then, when his eyes—the bright, franlr eyes, now all 
glazed, and dry, and hery—were closed. And 1 looked at 
him. From amid the wreck before me of tangled haif, and 
haggard cheeks, and lips parched and blood stained, I gathered 
up and treasured in my soul the likeness of his olden self, 
tliat was ever to remain with me till 1 should see him re¬ 
stored to it again—in heaven. 

* * 4= By end t»y the doctor came in; then after 

loolung at him, turned to me with mouth close set. “ Would 
you wish other advice sent for ? ” he whispered. 

1 shook my head, saying, what I then first remembered, 
tliat my father and Dr. Ledby were to have followed me. 

“ Nothing more can he done, 1 apprehend," he muttered 
again. He was a man eminent in the district, and having, 
indeed, a fearful experience of similar cases among the miners 
and stonecutters. 

“ How long-? ” 

“ He cannot possibly exist many hours," he said, adding 
some professional remarks which I but imperfectly compre> 
bended; about—perhaps towards night." 

He paused considerately, imagining, perhaps, that there 
might be some feeling hidden underneath the blank calm he 
doubtless thought so strange. Then he silently took his 
leave. 

I remained alone with Geolfrey. Occasionally the woman 
of the house came in with offers of service, but she never 
stayed long, and her intrusions grew less frequent as the day 
ailvanced. My father and Dr, Ledby did not appear. I do- 
not know why—I never knew. 

I did not think of their absence. My whole world of 
thought, of feeling, was bounded by Uie rude walls of that 
little room. Tliere I sat and watched his fitful sleep, or 
listened to the terrible ravings of his troubled waking. He 
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wottU filamber for a few nunotes, and then awake, each time 
to a new form of deliriom. Sometimea Jbe podied me from 
him, shrieking out Uiat the ai]^ of me was a torture fo him, 
and bidding me leave him—leave him! Again he fancied 1 
was Mary, and spoke tenderly, in low murmurs, telling how 
dear I was. how fmidly he loved me, clasping my hands, and 
looking up into my eyes, till 1 too had well-nigh shrieked out 
in my agony and despair. 

And so passed the day. 

The day!—>his last of earth—my last of him! And the 
noon sun faded quietly away, the red sunset glowed into the 
little room, and the dtdl twilight came on. 

He had fallen into a sleep—deeper and more protracted 
than any former one—leaning his head upon ray arm as I 
oronched down at his bedside. And while he slept, tlie 
twilight deepened into night, and through an opening in the 
window curtain, 1 co^d see stars shining. 

The firelight flickered on the wall, and played upon my 
face, as I oocdd feel. And when 1 turned ray eyes from the 
stars, by the coal'flame t saw that Geoffrey was awake, and 
lookii^ on me with a changed look—with his own look. 
And he uttered my name in a low faint voice, trying the 
while to lift his head. 

1 raised it silently, and we looked at one another. The 
doctor liad foretold dbis change. 1 knew what it portended. 
It was not that though, but it was the familiar sound of his 
voice calling ou my name in the old, old tone, that smote 
upon me, moistening my burning eyes ivith a great gosh of 
tears. Perceiving them, he smiled up at me with a quiet 
smile, that made his face look divine fur the moment But 
it passed quickly. 

“ Maiy—where is Mwy ? ’* he asked uneasily. “ Why is 
she not here ? •’ 

I told him. A look of intense smguish came over his 
features, and then again.they took an expression of iii^ble 
tenderness, while he murmured, as to himself:— 

“ Poor child! p)or innocent darling! God eomfort her!" 

He closed his eyra, and said no more, i watched Inm and 
was silent—my tears all spent. Presently he turned towards 
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me, and with a gesture caused me to kneel down close beside 
him, so that I could hear his faintest utterance. 

“ It*is hard,” he faltered, “not to see her once more. But 
you, dear Berthf, my true sister! you will stay with me to 
the end ? You do not fear ? ” 

“ No—ah no! Yet,—0 Geoffirey, Geoffrey! ” 

The strong agony-—4he wild love—would not be repressed. 
It all burst forth in that long wailmg eiy, which he heard, 
but did not understand. 0 woeful, woe^ love, that must be 
{.lirust back, trampled down, biddmi out of sight, even in such 
an hour as this ! 

“ Kind Bertha! dear loving friend T ” he kept saying, 
feebly stroking my head as it lay cmshed down between my 
hands. Then there was a silence, till again he spoke. 

“ Bertha! you will take care of Mary ? You will never 
forsake the child ? Look up, and prmnise me.” 

1 tried to speak. But my strength failed me when 1 met 
bis eyes, and again the cry escaped my lips:— 

“ 0 Geoffrey!— My Geoffrey! Let me die! ” 

Ho scarce heeded; only looking steadfastly at me he re¬ 
peated, in a troubled tone, “ Promise me! ” 

I lifted my eyes once more to his face, where the inde¬ 
scribable change was growing fast—fast. And the sight froze 
mo into quietness again. 

1 promised, and the anxious look faded away into a beau¬ 
tiful calm. 

“You will love her. You will watch over her itqqpiness. 
You will never leave her, Bertha 2 " 

“ Never—till 1 die! ” 

“ Good, dear sister! ” he murmured. “ Tell her, tell her,” 
he went on, his voice gradually weakening, “ tell her 1 bless 
her; tell her-.” 

He moved restlessly on his pillow. 1 gently raised his 
head and rested it on my shoulder. He lay there quite 
content, and once again smiled up in my face, pressing my 
hand, which He still held. Then his lips moved in prayer. 
I could distinguish my own name and hers repeated many 
times, while the brightness of that last smile yet lingered on 
his face. 
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Then hia hold of my hand was loosened, and the lips 
stirred no lorigev- 

I knew that my arms held only fieoffrey’s corse. 

And he know then I loved him ! • 

A long time has passed since that night. 

I have kept my promise. Mary and I have never been 
long separated. I was with her through all the time of deep, 
desperate woe that followed upon Geoffrey's death. I was her 
nurse, her helper, her comforter—even I! I prayed with 
her, and for her, as I had learned to pray only since 1 had 
seen him die. And from that time until now 1 have been her 
constant friend, her tender watchful sister—as he would hav(f 
wished. And as I felt myself gradually drawing nearer to the 
Test I so long prayed for, my only care was the thought of 
.leaving her before my work was done, and I no longer needed. 

That trouble is removed. Mary’s grief, so terribb; at lirst, 
so wild and so despairing, has yielded to the influence of 
changed scene and lapse of time. Renewed health brought 
fresh feelings—new hopes. She was so young—life was us 
yet almost an unread page to her. Gradually, the one sad 
memory assumed a new shape in her mind, till at last it be¬ 
came ns it will be, I believe, evermore, a kind of sacred, 
solemn presence, too sacred and too solemn to be nrixed up 
•with the common daily existence,’ hut shedding its influence 
continually around her purer, inner life. 

And<f was scarcely simprised, for I had long watched tlie 
progress of this change in the girl's soul, and l)een happy at 
it, when IMrs. Lester told mo, but a few weeks since, that she 
thought, she hoped, Mary being worthily wooed, might again 
he won. 

A|Qd it was so. It seemed strange at first-—as she herself 
must have felt, so much she blushed and trembled when she 
next saw me. 

But I am of a humbler spirit than I was. I do not dare 
to judge a nature made by God. I have learned too bitterly 
my own weakness—my own wickedness—to feel otheiwisc 
than indulgent to the imperfections of others, though they 
take a different shape from mine. 

So I struggled against the rebellious feeling that for a little 
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while mode ate tuiii from Maiy—thinking of the love for her 
which had shone out of Geoffrey's dying eyes. I re assured 
the titnid, clinging little creature, whose whole life was 
Avound up in the grand necessity of loving and being loA'ed— 
and I folded her to my breast, saying:— 

“ Be happy, my iiuiocent child!" while to myself I said 
in a solemn contentment—** My duty is fulfilled; there is no 
fmther need of me, and 1 may go.” And 1 pray forgiveness 
for the selfish thought that sometimes stirs unbidden in my 
mind, as I lie quietly apart, while Mary and her lover are 
talking loAV together—the thought that, in the home to which 
I draw nigh, wlrnn we sliall all meet, Ave who have loved one 
another upon earth, Mary Avill be surrounded by her husband 
jiud her children, but I—I, with outstretched arms may greet 
niy Geoffrey, crying;— 

*“1 alone have loved thee always!” 
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V 

The &e burnt cheedlj, tbrowisg a ruddy light over the imlls 
of the little room, with its one or two prints in simple frames, 
its hanging hook^elf, and its ebony clock. The round table 
was drawn close to the fire, and on it the tea-things glistened, 
and the -lamp stood ready for lighting. Agnes Ross sat with 
her feet on the fender, knitting by firelight, expecting, not 
waiting—^he was always too punctual for that—to hear her 
brother’s step outside, and the familiar click of his key in 
the street door, as he let himself in. It was a London 
lodging, in one of those quiet streets that appear like the very 
strongholds of dreariness and discomfort; but, for all that, 
it was a home, and looked like a home, too, to the orphaned 
brother and sister. 

That was his step! Agnes rose quickly, set on the kettle, 
and lit the lamp. Then, with an air of careful pride, she 
took from the mantelshelf a glass jar in which was a bouquet 
of glowing, beautiful, greenhouse flowers, rich with aromatic 
fragrance. seemed strange on the table where she placed 
it. surrounded by the homely ware of the tea-service. The 
bunch of winter violets, which she removed to make room for 
the others, had been far more appropriate. But Agnes’ face 
shone as she looked on her floral treasures, and then watched 
for her brother’s expression as he saw them. 

He did see them, as he came into the room. He paused— 
then shut the door—then smiled back in answer to his 
sister's delighted glance. 

“ Yes, Leonard. What do you think of this ? " 

She held them up, glass jar and all, fur ariniiratioti. 

Where do you think these came from ? " 
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The youug man did not answer at first. He took the 
flowers from her hand, looked at them, breathed in their 
flagraitce for a minute, then put them down again. The 
flush of pleasure soon passed from his thoughtful face. He 
sat down, looking even grave. 

“Who do you think brought them?” persisted Agnes, 
changing the form of question. 

“ 1 can guess,” he answered. A very brief pause; then 
he added, “ Miss Bellew has been to see you.*' She said she 
would. How do you like her ? " 

“ VeiT, very much,” cried Agues, enthusiastically. “ How 
beautiful she is, Leonard. You told me she was, but you did 
not say half enough. And so gentle, and kind, and sweet. 
T fancied she was proud. ” 

“ So she is,” Leonard said quickly; “ but with a pride too 
lofty to show itself to those below her in wealth and position.” 
He moved to take from his sister's hands the kettle she was 
lifting. Tea-making engrossed her attention for a, little 
while, but she soon returned to the former theme. 

“ She sat and talked—pleasant, friendly chat—for nearly 
an hour. 1 showed her my drawings, and jrours, afterwards. 
She praised mine very much, but I think she would not 
venture to praise yours. 1 showed her our old house and the 
views all about, that you took.” 

“Little simpleton! To suppose everyone as interested 
in the dear old place as ourselves.” 

“ 1 am sure she was interested, Leonard. Of course, not 
as we are, but still very much. Is it likely she would not be, 
knowing you? Then I showed her your German drawings. 
She found out for herself that Swiss view hanging by the 
window, and liked it. Generally, I hate to hear pople 
praise your drawings or yourself, even. But I would allow 
Miss Bellew to {uaise both.” 

“ Gracious permission! Now, terrible autocrat, give me 
my tea. It is the bleakest of November nights, outside. In 
this cosy little, nest we feel nothing of it. Cosy little nest; 
dear little bird in the nest” 

But in spite of his gay, loving tone, he seemed more than 
usually tired this evening. The dark hair fell carelessly, 
oven rudely, over his forehead—the calm forehead that his 
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littld sbtei' ^as so proad of. She smoothed away tho 
vagrant looks; her cool iiugers were vei^ sweet, welcoiue 
visitants to his hot brow. * 

“ Does yonr head ache, Leonard ? ” 

“ A little.” 

“And 1 have been chattering away so thoughtlessly. 
Drink your tea, brother, and keep quietu I will be as still 
as a mouse.” 

“No need, Agnes, I am only tired; that’s all. It has 
been rather a busy day. Mr. Bellcw had some involved 
accounts from a Dresden house, which I had to go through, 
because I know German. And — it was more fatiguing 
than reading Schiller.” 

“ Yes, indeed!" Agnes said, seriously. She sat on her 
litUo chair; and, supporting her chin with her hand, gazed 
meditatively into the fire. 

“ But, for all that, it was pleasant enough,” pursued 
Leonard, cheerfully—“ pleasant to be able to render a special 
service to my master.” 

“Your master!” scornfully curled the red lip. But tlie 
|Hride of even a good woman often flies nearer the ground 
than that of a good man. Leonaifl smiled. 

“ Do not disown the word, nor the fact, my bii'die. It is 
no shame to be u servant — or a servant I should not be.” 

Agnes broke forth anew with earnestness, even to tears. 

“ 0 Leonard! Don’t be angjy; I mean, don’t be vexed 
with me for feeling—feeling it so hard that I should be tlje 
cause of all.” 

“ The cause of all ? Of what ?" 

“ Of your being in this position. If it had not been for 
me, you would have gone to India, as our uncle wished; and ' 
you would have made your fortune, and come back to England 
while you were young; and you would have married, and 
been hapj^.” 

She stopped at length her rapid, passionate utterance. 
Leonard then spoke gently. 

“ Happy! My little sister, what is it that you call happi¬ 
ness ? " 


ness. 


“ Ob, I know—I know, with you duty i.s always happi' 
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" Not always; not often, I am afraid, to this restless, err¬ 
ing humanity which is so strong within all of us. But, Agne$, 
there was no war between duty and inclination ki my case. 
If it had not been simply right to stay at home, and be a 
brother otherw ise than in name to my sister, I might have 
done it from pure selhshuess. Next spring, you know, when 
T l(»e my little sister, I may yet go to India." 

“ 0 Leonard!" 

0 Agnes! ” He laughed at her, with the plec»ant laugh of 
one who loves too truly to be less than tender over the foibles 
of the beloved. “ All this time, while you are eloquent and 
unreasonable, my tea is getting cold, and so is yours." 

Agues turned slowly round to the tea-table. Her face, in 
its intent tbougbtfuluess, looked like her brother’s for the 
time, though she was a youthful-hearted woman of fonr-and- 
twenty, and he a man of thirty; old-looking for his years. 

Bat, for all that "—she again plunged into the forbidden 
subject—“ I am not convinced, brother." > 

“ Not convinced of what ? ” 

“ That you would not have been happier, making your way 
abroad. It was such a pro.spect! ” 

“ Spoken like a man of business. But life has other 
phases than commerce. I was never meant to be a homeless 
seeker for fortune. I crave more nourishment for heart and 
mind. As for riches and luxury, I want none of them. I 
never used to wish for them: I never will!" 

His tone grew detemiined. Agnes looked up surprised, 
but more persuaded. 

“ And you are really happy here, and thus?” 

“ Happier than I could be anywhere else in the wide world," 
he answered, with a fervour that sent the colour to his cheek, 
the light to his eyes. His sister looked up into his face, and 
wa.s satisfied. 

The table cleared, Agnes was soon at work. But before 
liCOnard unclosed Shakspeare to finish the Tempest, com¬ 
menced the preN'ious evening, the girlish, bui^ tongue began 
again on tlie fruitful theme with which their evening talk had 
commenced. 

“ Brother, Miss Bellew invited me to go and see her.” 

“ Did she? Very iiatuiully.” 

r. 
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" Whftt sort of a house is it ?” 

“ Their villa is a perfect palace of taste and luxury'. You 
were never in such a grand house in your life, Agn^. Mr. 
Bellew is one of our merchant princes, you know. lie likes 
magnificence, and his house—-" 

“ It is about Mr. Bellew I want to know, not his house. Is 
he a nice man ? " ' 

“ Nice is such a young lady’s word, I am afraid of venturing 
in its way. He is a hanmome old man, to begin with. His face 
ej^pressas the qualities I have always found in him—honour, 
integrity, straightforward truthfulness, perseverance, pride, 
and inflexible, inexorable will." 

“ I know what he is like, very well. Is Miss Bellew an 
only child ? " 

“ She has a brother, a boy of fourteen; and two little 
sisters, bom when her mother died.” 

“ And she is a mother to them ? " 

" Almost," said Leonard, temperately. “ She is veiy good 
—-verj' loving and tender over them. Her mother left them 
in her chaise. She fulfils it sacredly." 

“ And they all love her dearly?" 

“ I believe so: the little girls do, at least. Master Alfred 
is, I should think, rather difficult to deal with. His father 
has spoiled him ever since he was bom.” 

*' And neglects—or at least, thinks little of his daughters?" 

“Not so fast. Rosamond, Miss Bellew, is the very apple 
of her father’s eye." 

“Is she?" said Agnes, thoughtfully. 

Leonard opened his book, and began turning over the 
pages. 

“ And her name is Rosamond," she pursued, still musing, 
her work lyiug idle in her lap. “-Rosa mundi, Rose of the 
world." 

“ Even so," said Leonard, gently, “ Rose of the 'world." 
He repeated the words softly, dreamily, as he turned over 
more pages, and finally settled his volume end himself for 
reading. Then his voice became cadeuced to a clear and 
equable music, as be began:— 

^ There be some sports ore peinful; but their Ubom 
Delight in them sets off." 
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CHAPTETl THE SECOND. 

A WEEK afterwards, Agnes went to spend the day with Miss 
Uellew. It w'as looked forward to, thought about, counted 
upon. It proved one of those rare occasions when tho anti¬ 
cipated pleasure falls even short of its reality. At least, so 
Agnes thought; when, after a long day that haS'seenied short, 
of talk and music, books and work, she and Miss Bellew and 
the children sat at evening in the drawing-room, with Mr. 
Bellew asleep in his arm-chair. The two little girls were at 
their sister’s feet, absorbed in a fairy tale. Master Alfred 
was equally well amused by some boyish piece of science 
which his father had brought him that evening. Uosaniond 
and Agnes sat side by side on the sofa. The night was 
bleak ; rain falling, and gusts of wind sobbing, which reached 
their ears even in their curtained and cushioned splcnrlopr of 
ease. 

“ My brother will be here soon," said Agnes. 

Yes. It is a wild night for him to come so far." 

“ Oh! he does not mind wild weather. He even likes it. 
At home, ho often used to go out in the midst of storm and 
wind, to help the fishermen draw up their boats on the shore. 
Once he went out in a little boat to save the people out of a 
wreck.” 

“ Did he ?” 

A silence. Curiously enough, this theme of Leonard was 
a new one between the two girls, although to one of them at 
least, of ever-present interest. 

“ You must have loved your liome very much," said Miss 
Bellew, presently. 

“ We did—especially Leonard. He looked os I never saw 
him look before nor since, when we drove away from the gate 
of our house, and through the village. It was such a happy 
home. Perhaps, one day we may yet have it again." 

“ Yon and ydur brother ?" 

“ Y'es; or Leonard, at least. I know* he hopes for it, thinks 
of it, determines-." 

But here Agnes stopped, suddenly constdous how’ un¬ 
wittingly confidential she had become with her new friend. 
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She looked up, and Rosamond’s eyes met her own. Miss 
Bellew's was a face that looked too proud for a woman’s, until 
she smiled or spoke; then the curves of her mouth 'relaxed 
into a graoiouHuess that made her whole countenance radiant 
and beautiful. Now the face was softened into absolute sweet¬ 
ness. Agnes thought it so lovely at that moment, she could 
not choo.se but look at it; she could not choose but feel it 
familiar, and her confidence no longer seemed tmuatural. 
Nevertheless, she paused. 

*‘You arc not afraid of talking to me?” said Rosamond, 
simply. “ Tell me more of your old home. I know you must 
like to talk of it, and 1 like to listen.” 

And BO Agnes went on talking, and Rosamond listened. 

It was natural that the sister should insensibly slide bac’ 
to the subject of her brother. Agnes found herself telling 
Miss Bellew of all the circumstances of their position. True, 
none needed to he kept secret, and most of them Rosamond 
might already have learned from her father. Perhaps she 
had. However that might be, she kept very still, while Agnes 
told her how the failure of a bank soon after their fatlier's 
death had ruined them, and how at first Leonard had tried to 
support his mother and sister in their old home by teaching 
in the neighbourhood. 

“ But our mother died; and, soon after, an old friend of 
my father’s offered Leonard employment in translating, if he 
would come and live in London. So we left the old place, 
and went to live in London lodgings.” 

“ It must have been a sad change.” 

“ In many respects it was. And then our rich undo 
Fellows wrote to offer Leonard a share in some great Indian 
concern of his. He had been unfriendly with the family for 
years, but now he wrote. And when Leonard declined, he 
sent back an angry letter, renouncing all connection with .him 
for ever.” 

“ Your brother declined ?” 

“ Yes. Shall I tell you why? You guess-\r*he would not 
leave me. We two were alone in the world then. I feel un¬ 
grateful sometimes.” 

She paused, blushing. 

“ Perhaps, when I am married, Leonard may go-.” 



an qbdeal. 


149 


“To India?" 

“Yep. I often fancy he thinks of it. If it had not been 
for me, he might have made his fortune there by this time. 
His useless, troublesome sister, who now, after all, will leave 
him! " sighed Agnes, with a pensive look in her brown eyes. 

“ You are to be married, then ? Soon ?” 

“In the spring, when his ship is expected home. He is a 
sailor,” added she, with a girlish flush and a rapid glance at' 
her companiou. 

“ Is he ? And will he have to go to sea again after you 
are married—-to leave you ?" 

“ No, indeed. I shtdl go with him, wherever ho goes. No 
need—no right—no reason that 1 should ever leave him 
when I am his wife!" <;ried Agnes. “ That is the hap{U* 
ness! ’’ 

Again she paused, with a bright blush. Again Rosamond s 
eyes perused her face with a kind of tender exultajtion in 
what she read there. Her lips parted, as it to speak, but 
she checked the impulse, and sat mute; her head a little 
drooped, her Itands lightly clasped upon her lap—musing, 
most likely. 

Leonard’s eyes first fell on that fair picture as he entered 
the room; for the door opened noiselessly—as all doors were 
educated to do in that house—and he stood before them 
before they were aware. Roth the girls started: both 
blushed. Agnes smiled gladly on seeing her brother. Rosa¬ 
mond moved away to awaken her father. 

Mr. Bellew became conversational. The children were 
summoned to bed, and tea-time arrived. 

Rosamond presided over the tea-table. It was pleasant to 
see her at its duties, all the surrounding appointments being, 
after their several ways, in graceful, delicate, and refined 
harmony with herself. She said little, even to Agnes, who 
sat by her side. She appeared entirely intent on the office 
before her; only an occa.sional lighting up of the dark eyes, 
a radiant flow "of colour to the transiwirent cheek, betrayed 
that she listened to the animated discourse between the 
two gentlemen. Mr. Bellew liked talking with liis clerk; 
he was too clever himself not to value intellect in 
another; and it was not the first agreeable evening he had 
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owed to the society of Leonard Ross. The old gentleman 
WHS intelligent, cultivated, in a certain sense, and sagacious. 
All his most genial characteristics came out on such 
occasions. He paid studious little courtesies to Agnes; he 
waA kind, and friendly lieyond kindness, to Leonard. As he 
leaned back in his velvet chair, liis fine head with its white 
hair, his clear blue eyes, his well-cut features, made a 
pleasant picture of flourishing old age. All the harsher 
points were lost, which sometimes made his hale countenance 
stern and hard of aspect, even to cruelty. 

Agnes had thought of him even with affection ; and of 
Rosamond her appreciation had been warm even to en¬ 
thusiasm. “ Had been," for things were changing now, and 
the joy of the tihie seemed slipping away from Leonard’s 
sister. The graceful lu.\ury of the surroundings satisfied her 
taste ; attracted her famy^, as before. Rosamond sat fair and 
brilliant, like a star shining in the midst of a cloud, or a 
diamond set in snow—as Agnes had been thinking to herself. 
Leonard was there, too. All was warmth: glowing, generous, 
cordial warmth. Yet Agnes felt chilled, and was no longer 
at peace. 

The evening went by, and the time of departure drew near. 
Rosamond took Agnes to her room. That exquisite little 
dressing-room had delighted Agnes a few houre before. The 
rose-pink hangings; the mirrors with tlieir marble consoles; 
the statuettes, and pictures, and flowers, and porcelain; the 
birds in their cages; the jewels and trinkets; the rare and 
costly trifles tossed lavishly abont—all this had pleased 
simple Agnes to see. Now, she marked the incongruity of 
her own homely bonnet and cloak as they lay on the em¬ 
broidered couch. Also, for the flrst time, she noted the 
contrast between herself and her hostess as they were both 
reflected in one of the long glasses. 

Rosamond took her hand. 

“Let us be friends," she said, with a certain hesitating 
timidity, very unusual to Miss Bellew. < 

A little while before, Agnes would have responded warmly, 
lovingly. Now, instinctively she shrank hack. But her next 
impulse forbade her to risk the chance of giving pain. 

“ I hope so,” she answered with gentleness. ^ 
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lloBainond kissed her, and she retained the kiss. 

Down the softKsarpeted staircase into the chastened glow of 
the drawing-room again, with its piu^le and its gold, and .its 
grandeur that was lost in the. refinement and grace that 
reigned over alh Good night to the oouiily, white-haii'od 
gentleman who stood by the hearth; good night to the queen 
of the pa]aoe~-the iaity of the endianted castle-—the lily of 
the beautiful garden. Rosamond looked like all these as 
she gave her hand, first to Agnes, then to Leonard. He 
touched it; glanced, not looked, into her face, and turned to 
auswer some casual inquiry of Mr. Bellew. The bell rang, 
the servant waited; the brother and sister descended the 
staircase. At its foot they were arrested by Rosamond’s 
voice. 

“Stay, Miss Ross! Agnes! you have forgotten your 
flowers." 

She came flying down to tliem, holding the beautiful 
camellias and geraniums clasped to her breast. Le(hiai‘d stood 
nearest to her; and, before his will could rise to control it, 
liis impulse—-pasaiouate, imperious, overwhelming—^had com¬ 
manded him to stretch out his hand, lie took the flowers. 
He looked at her; and, for a single instant, she looked at 
him. 

There was no second good night. Agnes twined her arm 
within her brother’s. They were out in the cold, blank, 
silent night. 


CHAPTEB THE XHIBO. 

The brother and sister walked rapidly. The rain bad 
ceased, but a damp mist hung over everything. The houses 
looked like great, gaunt shadows; the street-lamps flared 
with a sickly, lurid light; the park they had to cross was a 
dreary wilderaess, haunted with strange shi^s; for tree and 
gate and fence looked ghostly in the vaporous air. Agnes 
shivered; her brother drew her closer to his side. 

"Arc you cold?" he asked anxiously. They were the 
first words he had spoken since they left the house. 
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“ No; not cold.’’ 

A pause. 

“ You have had a pleasant daj ? " 

“ It was very pleasant.” 

Another silence. 

“ How sweet these flowers are! ” 

Agnes caught them irom his band. 

“ 1 should like to throw them away! ” she said, passionately. 

Leonard gently reclaimed them, saying nothing. He did 
not inquire the reason of his sister's sudden emotion, 
although it had left her trembling; and, once or twice, a 
hliief, strong sob escaped from her. He «aid nothing. 

The narrow, dismal street was reached at last. They 
rO'Cntered their home. The fire shone with a subdued glow ; 
4wo or three books lay on tlie table, Agues' work<hasket, and the 
glass of flowers. Leonard lit the lamp, made his sister sit on 
the little sofa, and took up a letter which had arrived in their 
•idtseoce, * But he only handled it mechanically; looked at it 
with eyes whose viuon seemed introverted. A strange ex¬ 
pression was on his face; such as even his sister had never 
seen there before. It was not the look she had expected— 
had dreaded to see. That she could have interjireted; but 
this was in a language of which she held no key. He took up 
the glowing flowers he had brought with him, he regarded 
them long with deep, thoughtful eyes. Agnes sprang to him. 

“ Oh! put them away—put them away! ” 

He looked into her face. Her pleading, anguished look 
forced down the calm front with which he strove to meet it. 


So he only took her in lus arms, and gently pressed her head 
against his shoulder, blinding the entreating eyes that saw' 
too much. Presently, in a quiet voice, he said,— 

“ Yes, Agnes. I will put them away.” 

In a changed tone, presently, he added ;— 

You are tired,4md it is late. We will not sit iq> longer.” 
“ O brother, brother 1 you are cruel to.me.” 


“Am I? Do I pain vou—^have I painedvyou, my poor 
birdie ? " 


“ Is it no pain to see you suflerutg; to knew you miserable; 
and to l>e told no more ? ” she cri^ with the v^emence of 


her quick, impatient nature. 
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He did not answer. 

“I thought I knew my brother’s heart," she went on, 
“ even as he knew mine. But 1 was wrong—wrong. From 
the time we were little children I thought we had shared 
every trouble, every difficulty, every trial. I was proud, 
glad to think it. But you have been fn sorrow and I 
never knew; you ore unhappy now, and you try to put me off 
with vague words. ’’ ^ 

“ Agnes! You are not right in this reproach. The con- 
fideuce you claim ought not to have been yours. Simple 
honesty would have held me dumb, if other feelings had 
been insufficient. 1 had no right to indulge in the luxury of 
sympathy. 1 will not have it now. 1 do not need it. 
Misemble I have not been: for I have done no wrong,”—^he 
pushoil her gently from him—bis colour rose, his voice took 
a new tone,—“ although I love her! I love her! " he said, 
*‘with all my strength; with all the yearning of my,soul; 
although 1 am the tme who loves her and will love her 
truest-deepest— b*at! Ay—4he bmt. Though all the world 
love her too, no other love will she ever have like mine! ” 

He stopped abruptly, seated himself, and shaded Iris &ce 
with his hand. 

“ You have heard," he said, almost sternly; “ you have 
your wish now. You know your brothm'’8 heart. If I hid it 
jfrom you before, it was n^ from shame. 1 am not ashamed 
of loving Rosamond liellcw. I will carry my love for her, 
with my hope of heaven, to the grave pure and spotless, God 
helping me. And the life He gave me shall not be less 
worthy even if it be less happy, because of the love.” 

“ Oh, brother, brother! ’’ Agnes sobbed, clinging round 
Ills neck, “ I caouot bear it, 1, that am so liappy, to see you 
suffer." 

“ My child, I know it is hard,” he said, tenderly; “ God 
bless you for the love that makes it so.” 

“ Every day, every time you see her, that you go 
there-•• 

“ I know. Therefore, when my little bird leaves me for 
her own happy nest, next spring, I shall go.” 

“ Where ? ’’ 

“ Abroad somewhere. I shall easily settle where. In the 
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meantime, I shall not go there again.His glance uncon. 
eciouslj canght the flowers fliat lay near him for ^ single 
instant. He rose resolvedly. 

“ Now, remember, no word henceforward." He kiased 
her fondly, then led her gently, but irresistibly, to the door. 

** You must go to bed now. Good night, sister.” 

“ Good night, brother." But she lingered yet a few 
minutes,—then she went. 

Left alone, Leonard Ross stood beside the fireplace, 
leaning his head against the high mantelpiece. His hands 
clasped themselves together very tightly; tiie one instinctive, 
uqoonscious demonstration of rending pain. 

It was a new pain, and one so mingled with sweetness, 
that it defied him to put it away. For a brief space he had 
tasted of a,ioy most exquisite;—for once at least, his life hud 
risen to full tide, and joy liad crowned it with a crest of light. 
There is no man who loves, and sees for the first time, the 
answering electric look, which at a Hash shows him a new 
world radiant and glorious, into whicli he alone may enter; 
over which he alone holds sovereignty—^there is no man, 
beholding this, but would feel the rapture of the new joy. 
Leonard had tasted of the ecstasy: now came the recoil. 
The gate of the dream-land had closed upon him, and he 
etaod in the cold, grey, outside world again. 

In that grey reality, tniths now made themselves harshly 
felt. That he was not alone in this love; that it was 
requited; soon ceased to be a thought of sweetness: it 
aggravated to torture, it lashed even to fierceness. For the 
first time the cry of his soul was, “ It is more than 1 can 
bear.” 

Snoh strife, such struggle, it is for no earthly hand to 
record. Let no man he ashamed if, in his calmer latter days, 
he look back to some such episode in his early life. Over it, 
be sure, angel eyes have watched, with divine compassion for 
the suffering, divine exultation in the victory. 

• 

In the morning Agnes came down, with looks well tutored 
into cimerfuluess. Her brother stood by the window, an 
open letter in his hand. He was very piM, she thought to 
lierself. He kissed her ns usual, then held her hand, still. 
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“ Agues," said he, in a low voice, “ 1 have onlj just now 
opeuedtl^ letter.” 

“ Jt was here last night. Oh, Leonard, no bad news?" 

“ Uncle Fellowes is dead." 

"Dead—Uncle Fellowes!” A sudden flash of thought 
made her heart beat quickly, almost to suffocation. She 
looked up ill her brother’s face. He spoke:—_ 

" There is no will, and I am the heir at law." 


CHAPTER THE FOURTH. 

A FORTNIGHT had gone by. What a new>hued time ivas thia! 
What a wondrous world revolved within the circle of the odd 
one. New life—new air—new warmth, light and Iqstre. 
Although the days were shortening towards the year's end, 
and sullen clouds hid constantly the vault of Imveu, and 
sunshine came not through, end earth grew cold in the 
shadow. 

Leonai'd lloss was betrothed to Hosamond Bellew. Her 
father was surprised, at flrst:—acute perceptions do not 
always accompany a shrew'd intellect, and the merchant might 
have gone on not seeing that which was before his^ eyes, to the 
end of his days. He was surprised, and at first, scarcely 
pleased, perhaps. His clerk suddenly transformed into a 
millionaire was an idea that he could not at once get ac¬ 
customed to. That the millionaire should become his son-in- 
law was more easy of acceptation. Still it w’as all vejy 
strange. He was confounded, too, by his daughter's frank, 
almost proud, avowal of her love for Leonard. Of course, no 
objections could be urged; he gave his consent. But it vras 
some time before he grew easy under the new state of things. 
It was curious, puzzling, perplexing, he thought, that Leonard 
Ross should bo* a rich man—able to marry his daughter. 

To Rosamond and Leonard it never soemed strange or new. 
They were very happy. That golden fortnight held for them 
riches enough to mwer many a long life. Existence is more 
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evenly balanced than we tbink. Perhaps we all drink nectar 
sometimes; only to some it comes drop by ^rop, sweetening 
the daily draught; uhile others quaff it from the full goblet 
in one draught, and live, thereafter, on the i»membered glor}'. 

At the fortnight's end Leonard was to go down to Blish* 
ford, the large town near which his property lay, and where 
his uncle had died, to take possession of the estate, and to 
arrange various legal matters in connection, not only with it, 
but with his approaching marriage.- Two weddings would 
take place early in the spring. Agnes w'as to be claimed by 
her sailor lover, who would then return from the West Indies, 
and Rosamond and Leonard were to married at the same 
time. The fond dream of many, many years was to be 
realised; and the birthplace of Leonard was to be the dear 
home to which he would take his bride. He described it to 
her, again and again, and sketched faithful vignettes of well- 
remembered pla^s on stray scraps of paper, all of which she 
kept and treasured as the costliest works of art. She Estened, 
never tired—asking question upon question with the per¬ 
sistency of an interest that could never be exhausted, for it 
arose out of a depth of tenderness that could never be 
fathomed. 

But—at the fortnight’s end, Leonard was to go. The 
time came, and he went. Only for a week-~a week would 
suffice for everything, and he was to be back at Christmas¬ 
time. It was scarcely like a parting Rosamond said ; 
although her lip quivered like a grieved child’s, and her eyes 
shone through large tears she tried hard to conceal. 

Nevertheless, whether at first or at last, separation brings 
with it the inevitable penalty of suffering. To those who 
love, and speciaHy to those whose love is yet new in time, 
there must always seem somethiug cruel and unnatural in 
this $eparation. Love shrieks out against it, and will not 
be constrained into submission. So Rosamond ran into 
her little fairy bower, and could not be won thence, even by 
Agnes; who, it had been planned, was to stay with her 
during Leonard’s absence, end who would fain hare soothed 
the passionate grief away. 

Meanwhile Leonard pursued his journey; thoughts, memo- 
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lies, and hopes, thronging his bndu; new feelings and old, 
stirring at his heart. there can be few things 

“ Sweeter than the dream 
Dream'd by a happy man." 

Great resoWes mixed themselves with those happy hopes; 
ardent yearnings for the future, yearnings in which self was 
the beginning but not the end of aspiration. 

So he went on his way—through the long railway journey, 
to the great, looming, London-like town near which was his 
destination. Business, now, grows thick upon him—we may 
leave him for awhile. 

We may leave him sitting in the old oak-panelled parlour, 
with its quaint furniture, its massive chairs and tables, and 
carved bureau; the room that had been his uncle’s study, and 
wj^ere, as the grave housekeeper informs him, her master 
transacted all his business. Large and various must that 
business have been. The management of the huge property, 
which chiefly consisted of houses in Blishford, was only part 
of it. He still kept up his coimection with the merchant’s 
house in Calcutta wherein he had originally made his fortune; 
he had large speculations afloat, grand schemes, even at the 
very time of his death—when paralysis cut short in one 
instant all the old man's hopes and ambitions for ev^. 
Leonard, daring the days he passed in that old house, thought 
ofLon with much marvelling as to the manner of man ms 
unknown uncle had been. He asked many questions of the 
demure housekeeper. 

“ He was a hard gentleman, sir, though 1 say it. Many a 
time, in the bad winters, with fever about, and half Blishford 
a’most driven to famine, he’s been begged of for money to 
help the poor; and he, out of all his wealth, would never 
give a fraction. And his poor tenants in some o’ them miser¬ 
able courts and places—where a body hardly likes to go. 
they ‘re so foul and wretched—if in the w'orst of times 
they were backward with their rent, it fared sorely with 
them.” 

Leonard heard and rauSed within himself, gravely and 
sadly, for a long time, as he pursued his task of examining 
the papers, letters, deeds and memoranda, which had been 
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kept for the heir’s arrival, with the lawyer’s seal affixed upon 
the locks of the drawers which held them. 

So, in the old oalt-panelled parlour, with the hronke lamp 
shedding a flickering light on the carved bureau, and the 
thoughtful face bent over it;—with the firelight glowing in 
the wide grate, and the polished walls shining with a dark 
resplendence,—we leave him until to-morrow. 


CHAPTUn THE FIFTH. 

A WINTRY night in the outskiils of London, snow on the 
ground; deep already, and deepening at every moment. The 
air is thick with large flakes that fall noiseless on road and 
pavement, on house roof and church steeple, on pillared 
porch and garden wall. It was bitterly cold. The snow that 
iiad fallen was not soft, but frozen into a cruel hardness. 
Footsteps left hardly any imprint in it, and the track of 
wheels and horses’ hoofs that the day’s traffic had left had 
been long since effaced, and no new vehicles came down the 
quiet district to renew them. Houses, houses, houses on all 
sides, but jealously closed: only a hall lamp shining at rare 
intervals through a fanlight. No cheerful glow came through 
crimson curtains, a generous contiugeni from some w'arm cosy 
nest to the bleak, bare, outside night. All without is silent, 
blank, chill. What is it tnthin one of these “handsome 
houses, where the wealthy ” City men and merchants dwell ? 
For this is a suburb of “ first-class villa residences.” 

Through the blinding snow—through the relentless biting 
cold, a gentleman who, having newly emerged from a ne^h- 
bouring omnibus, afforded a black relief to the unmitigated 
pallor of surrounding things, dashed on, very quickly and 
^terminedly. His colour was fast changing, however, fii’st 
to iron grey, then to pepper and salt, and finally to salt by 
itself. He reached his destination, rang at tho- beH,. as. he 
ontored by a wide gate into what under its whi^ masquerade 
dress, seemed to be a garden and shrubberies: then sprang 
up some steps, knocked loudly at a door whAsa' massive oak 
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and awful knobs even the snow had respected, and shook 
himself free from the cloudy flakes that covered him. One 
more lodk out into the forbidding night; one more instinctive 
shiver and shrinking from the rude gust that came, with 
snow for its ally, right in his face. Then the door flew open 
and he stepped in. The massive porAl closed behind him. 
'Where was the harsh night gone ? What had become of the 
incarnate dreariness ? the black vault alwve; The lurid deso¬ 
lation of Iho world below ? 

Here was a wide hall, well lit by two swinging lamps of 
painted glass, that looked like ripe summer fmits hanging 
from a garden wall; pictures rich and warm in colour; and 
one or two statues. A fair white Welcome stood on one 
side, holding out her hands and smiling with her lip, her 
eyes, her brow, with every curve of her gracious face and 
ligure; and a Peace, not needing to smile, her look was so 
serene, with her arms folded purely over the hook she held to 
her breast, and her olive-wreath changed for one of (llhrist- 
nias holly, red-herried, shining-leaved, that another hand than 
the sculptor’s had placed there. Evergreens decked the 
walls, the picture frames, the lamps ;—and the fragrance of 
bay-leaves scented the warm air. The newly-arrived guest 
looked round; as if with dazzled eyes, ho passed his hand 
across his brow,—while the servant relieved liiin of his hat 
and his cloak. And now, sound begins to add itself to the 
other accompaniments of the scene : a warm, happy murmur 
of voices, through which, presently, a light, tremulous, 
girlish laugh is embroidered like a silver thread on crimson. 
.\nd then some cunning hand evokes a passionate flood of 
sound from the pianoforte : it rises, it sinks, and swells, and 
rises again, and falls in tiny crj'sUil droplets, and then coiaes. 
For the dining-room door has been opened, and our some¬ 
time wayfarer in the snow has entered, 

A large room, glowing warmly with crimson, and opening 
into a smaller one, beyond which again, the faint light of a 
pendent lamp.reveals a tiny conservatory. They are seated 
round the blazing fire in the first room, all but the one who 
stands by the piauo—her white fingers yet poised over the 
ivory keys. A hale, handsome old man, two little girls nest¬ 
ling on the hearthrug, very fairy princesses of blue eyes. 
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golden hair, and dainty apparel; an older boy poring over a 
book, and brigbt-&ced Agnes Ross, her look alert and flash¬ 
ing, her whole counteriance radiant and happy, seated* on the 
S 0 &, the other place on which has been just vacated by 
Rosamond. . 

Oh, happiest Rosambnd I £lhe looked up and saw the 
figure standing in the doorway. 

“ Leonard! Oh, i knew it was you.” 

They gathered round him: his sister, with a fond em¬ 
brace ; the children, in much demonstrative glee; even slow- 
moving Mr. Bellew rose from his chair, and met him with 
outstretdied hand. 

“ The train was late,” Leonard observed, as he seated him¬ 
self. Delayed one hoar by the great snows.” Agnes bad 
made him take her place. He sat beside Rosamond on the 
sofa, and then bis skter attacked him volubly with inquiries 
as to how he had travelled? was he tired? had he dined? 
But the questions answered, he leaned back, glad to be silent, 
perhaps. The picture vma complete. Laughing children, 
the sweep of soft rich drapery, the peaai-liko light of lamps, 
the cordial .sound of the flaming fire, and the sweet luscious 
odours tliat stole in from the neighbouring flowers: luxurious 
allurements and gratifications for the senses, refined and 
subtle as the tastes they wooed and won—all were here. 

Leonard again passed bis hand over his Mpow. 

“Dearest, you are tired,” whispered Rosamond, bending 
close to him in sweet, sudden anxiety. Her band timidly 
touched hU shoulder. He took it in his own, and looked at 
it; the fair, soft, little hand, the delicate wrist well guarded 
by its outer sleeve of puri)le silk, and within that, drooping 
frills of fine^ lace, and a shining bracelet of gold thickly set 
with emeralds, clasped about it, and ever and anou slipping 
up the round arm. Fair little band! 

Leonard looked at it; then at her sweet face, where a faint 
flush was gathering, and fading, and then glowing agtiin, like 
son-rays upon snow. Then he looked round tli« room, and 
finally hia gaze rested full on the face of Mr. Bellew, his host, 
and future fktber-in-law. No sign of weariuess in Leonard now. 
There was even more than usual energf and vigoor in his face; 
he raised his head, and sal erect, still holding the little hand 
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iu bis, still gazing at the old racrdiant's placid, well-favoured 
countenance. 

" Itls a bitter night, outside," Leonard said. It will be 
a har«l winter.” 

“ Hard Avinter, truly ! " observed Mr. Bellow. “ M_v 
boi'sos fell three times tliLs morning. At last. 1 bad to get. 
out and walk a street's length to the counting-house. Have 
you had any adventures, Ijeouard ? ” 

“ Not of that kind," replied he, the faijitcst smile <|uiveriug 
at his mouth. 

“No. But we look for something mon’ stirring from you, 
who have been awov ten days ; in that romantic manufacturing 
district, too. How did you leuA e Blislift)rd ? ” 

“ Cleaner tlimi it had ever been iu its life, 1 think, for tlu* 
siiOAv fell even faster than the dirt.” 

“All business .satisfactorily settled?" Mr. Bellow asked, on 
passant. ' 

“ The business is settled.” 

“ Come, come; you needn't hinsb, Bosnmondl" said Mr. 
Iifllew, who .seemed genial even to jocularity on this oeeasioii. 
“ So much of the preliminaries over, then. Well—well— 
well. Miss Agnes, shall 1 give you tins band-screen?” 

The old gentleman bent forward, always studiously polite 
to his fair guest. It was curious to watch his grave fuc.e 
relax into a smile of statel)' (xiundisoniajj courtesy, while all 
the time the alirewd eyes shone, the inllexible nioiitli was 
tirm and hard. 


“ Papa, papal ” cried one little faiiy who tumbled round on 
the hearthiiig—a ti)iy bundle of azure silk and lace—with a 
rosy face beaming u}> in eager i)iquiiy, “ Is it true, papa, is 
Bosamond to bo married soon ? ” 

“ ..\nd will she go away ? ’’ chimed iu the other, “ mid wtm't 
she he our very own, any more ? ’’ 

Bosamoiid rose. She might he excused for seeking her 
work from a table iu the inner room, ponding the answer to 
these inquiries. But Leonard followed her—Leonard drew 
her yet further away—into the little conservatoiy, at one side 
of which Rosamond wos accustomed to sit and read, or write, 
or work. Her little desk wa.s there now; her chair stood 
beside it, and a white vase uith a single crimson rose in it. 


hi 
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She took this last in her hand, and examined it with great 
attention. 

It is for you,’’ she said, softly. " 1 have watbhcd it 
budding day aiuir day, and this very morning it opened. It 
knew you were coining, you see. I had taught it to know.” 

Shall we sit here awhile ? ” said Leonard. “ I like this 
place. Ft is pleasant to be here.” 

“ And reraomher,” said she, “ you have eveiy-thing to tell 
me. 

He started. Sho smiled up at him, in the very overflowing 
of contentment. 

“ Oh, 1 have so much to hear! ” she went on gaily; “ the 
hi 8 toi 7 of ten days, the full, true, and particular history. 
Yon know it is of no use to attempt to satisfy me with less. 
So begin, do begin.” 

She sat down, and he took his place he-side her. Such a 
serene, swnet face was drooped from his gaze, such t|uiveriHg 
happiness played about the rosy mouth. There was a brief 
silence: they could heai* the children's voices in the other 
room, and Agu^’ vivacious tones clear above the rest. 

Sho is telling them a .story,” said IXosamond, “and 1 am 
going to hear my own special story—am T not ? ” 

Leonard’s voice, steadfast and sustained, vibrated on the 
murmur of distant sound with special distinctness. 

“Yes, darling, you shall be told.'' 

Something in the tone of his voice, an indefinite, inde¬ 
scribable something, smote Kosainond's quick sense. The 
shy happiness faded from her face: she looked up with a 
swift, appealing glance—a sort of helpless deprecation of ill. 

“ Leonard! wluit is it?” 

“ I will toll you all, my Losainond. My Losjimond," he 
repeated fondly, with a quiet smile, tliat insensibly smoothed 
awav. for the moment, the trouble in her face. He held her 
hand close, and began. 

“ You aro to see me, then, going through that wonderful 
town, at once so rich and so squalid—so magnificent and so 
miserable, with its thousands upon thousands of inhabitants, 
mostly poor—many.of them destitute—some evcji despairing. 
Through the dark, dismal streets, where all the fulling snow 
was polluted by smoke and filth, and even through the frost 
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the air was heavy auJ impure. J'ast miserable dwellings— 
hovels,^ where people seemed festering, not living; where 1 
saw gaunt figures moving about with wrotiihed faces, ashen- 
hued—with glaring eyes, and sunken, hollow cheeks. I saw 
their huiigr}". fierce looks as they passwl me by—these crea* 
tures that w'ant, and dhiease, and ignorance togetlier, seemed 
to have left scarcely human. llo.san>ond, my heart swelled 
as I saw them, and knew that the avarice and cold-heartedncaa’ 
of my uncle had helped to make theni so. 1 thought that 
in the days to come, life should hold better things for them; 
that J would repair tlio injuries—right the injustice that he 
I'lCd done." 

“ Ah— your iiiude’s pix»porty was in those miserable 
streets ? ” 

“ Chielly.— I pljinncd great benefactions, I imagined 
gigantic schemes of improvement. In my mind I lookM on 
tlie same places—and the jtwple in them ten j'ears heuce. 1 
thought how w'e would work together to help them— minds 
and bodies." 

“And we will—we will!" cried Rosamond, with uncon¬ 
scious approhonsioii giving poignance to her tone. 

“Ay, love.—if it please tlod." lie stopped a little after 
those lowly-uttered words. Then ho resumed. 

“ From tlioiights. dreams, plans like these, 1 went hack to 
AVooltliorpe, tlie old hou.se where my uncle lived his latttr 
years, and died. 1 went back, thinking uf these poor souls' 
niiserj', which I was to alleviate through my great happiness. 
That was last night, darling. Last night, at this time, 1 was 
thinking to myself of this night’s joy of return.” He went on 
more rapidly. “ And I set tt> work, tying up piapem, arranging 
the deeds and parchments with which the old bureau was full, 
and which the lawyers and 1 had been busy over for many 
days. I had just finished; T was closing one of the soudl 
inner drawers, which slightly resisted the effort. I pressed it 
liarder, and touched some secret spring, it seems, and a side- 
drawer spran.-y open." 

“ Ilowr stfange!" said Rosamond, tremulously. 

“ A paper lay there, carefully folded, not verj' long since 
written. T saw my iincle'.i hohl signature at the bottom of 
the page. I thiitk I knew what it was before I opened it and 
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I'ead." lie paused an instant and drew breath. “ It was 
my uncle's will, which they had vainly sought, and could not 
find.” 

“Yes—bnt—I do not understand——She faltered, for 
she saw in his face ample interpretation of all the rest. 

“ It was a will in his own handwriting, dated a very’ few 
weeks before his death. A will, by which ho leaves all his 
property in the charge of tmstees, for the benefit of charities 
in Blishford, and elsewhere; but especially to found institu¬ 
tions, hospitals, and asylums in that wretched town. You see, 
Kosamond, my schemes were anticipated. Eemorso came to 
the poor old man, and a yearning to do something by his 
death that might alleviate the wretchedness he had helped 
to increase during his life! God knows the secrets of his 
heart ; it was not all hard." 

“ But j/oit ? ” The word flew forth in a shai*p, harsh 
whisper. 

“ I and Agnes are mentioned in the will—five hundred 
pounds are left to each of us. Also, inclosed with it was a 
letter to Iris former partner in Calcutta, recommending me to 
him. It was always his wish that JL should go there.” 

“ Leonard I don’t speak in that manner ! Leonard ! 
Leonard! ” She turned upon him her pale, agonised face. 
She caught his arm feebly, looking round with an imploi'ing, 
scarehing look. “ Wait a little, 1 cannot, cannot uiidei-stand 
yet.” 

“ Kosnraond! ” 

“ No, no,” she cried hastily, “ don’t try to tell me." 

He put his arm round her, but, in the action, his calmness 
fled from him. He leaned his head down on his hands; lie 
hid his face. One sudden, passionate groan escaped him. 
Then was silence, through which they could hear Mr. Bellew’s 
voice, grave, deliberate, and decided, and the children's 
musical treble blending with it. Twice Rosamond tried to 
speak, hut the words died away, unuttered. A strange, 
almost fierce look, umiatural to see on heJ jgirlish face, 
quivered about eveiy feature. At last .slic whispered :— 

“ Will this separate us ? Do you mean that ?” 

“Do I mean it?” 

Bccau.se,” she weut ou, hurriedly, but still in a whisper. 
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“ if it is done, it will be done by you. There is no ouo ©Iso 
to do it; no one—no one else who could-She stopped. 

Leonard looked up. AVith her two littlo hands she 
clasped Ills brow so that he could not look at her. And the 
niiuiiious, half-frenzied look still grew, and grew. 

“ It is not right, it cannot be right," she said mochauically, 
“ God could never intend-." - 

“ Hush! Let us look steadily at our fate; let us meet it, 
since it must he met,—submissively.” 

“ Wliat is our fate to he, then?" sho asked, abruptly; “ it 
is for you to decide.” 

He did not understand her meaning, though he thought he 
did. 

“ No, Rosamond, it is for neither vou nor me to decide. 
It is iilreudy fixed.” 

“ Does any ono know of—of this will beside you ?” she 
said, quickly. ' 

" No ono. The person who must limt he informed lives in 
London. 1 almll go to him to-moiTow." 

“ No !" she .said, imperatively, .and paused. “ No," she 
said again, imploringly, frightened at Lconard’H silence. 

“ Rosamond!" 

“ We—we could do all he wished," she whispered, wliile a 
huruing spot rose on each cheek, “ even as you planned 

before, before you found-. It would be no wrong done to 

anv human being. Leonard, Leonanl I ” 

He drew her closely to him, and ki.ssed her forehead with 
a sad, tender pain expressed in his look. 

“ Leonard ! O, s])eak to mo ! ” 

“Wait. Think a little.” 

“Think!" She brolo from his arms, and looked up in 
his face in cold reproach, “ Can yon think of what is the 
issue of all this ? Do you love me less entirely then, than I 
love you? Anything, everything, is to mo better, nobler, 
truer than that we should part. We! It is not ouo little 
mouth since/we first learned to say that word. 1 had kjiown 
it and nttlfrod it in my heart, long, long before. I knew you 
must love me by the very strength of my own love. I knew 
we were one. Heaven niiido us so. Yet )'OU would part us! 
You could bear to do it!" 
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“ I could bear to do it.” Leonard repeated slovvly, looldug 
at her, “ because we are one." 

She stretched out her arms in a sort of helpless, passionate 
^appeal. Her hand touched the crimson rose, smiling in 
gorgeous fulness and completeness from its ciystal vase. She 
looked at it for a minute, then—her face changed. The 
dilated eyes softened, the fierj' spot faded from her cheek. 
The frantic passion was dying out. The first instinct of 
robollioii was yielding to the timer, purer, woman-nature. 
She bent her head down into her hands. 

“ We were so happy, so happy. God pity us! ” she said; 
juid the tears came plentcously and tenderly. And Leonard, 
ill his soul, <*ried God help us, streiigtlion us ! ” For lie 
needed botli help and strength. In a little Avhile she knelt 
ilooely beside bini, her head leaning on his breast, Avec'ping 
%ut the passion that had burned so fiercely as to convulse the 
delicate frame wherein it tlamcd. Pr(;scntlv, when Letmiircl 
bj»oke, liis low voice seemed gradually to still the sobs. She 
looked ui»—with the old .■^weet. look, that for liim her face had 
fihvayj? worn. It almost struck do\ni his courage to see it. 
With a fla.sh came the thought of the coming life—life with¬ 
out her. What that meant to him, only his own heart could 
tell. Fpr a brief space he wrestled with that heart. It was 
nmtinoiis, it resisted the crushing fate that loomed heavy and 
dark before it. All the strong passion of his man’s nature 
iousfd itself, ami rebelled against the suliering. It fought 
liercely, it struggled with desperate strength. It cried out 
against the weary yeaiN; the desolate cruel time that tvas 
(‘oniTug. How often ilo we recoil thus from the time that is 
cmiiaj. Why do we not remember that we live in eternity, 
and so,—be patient ? 

Some such thought came to Leonard, and helped to still 
the tumult. And llosamoiid did not guess what had passed 
daring those moments that lie remained so still,—shading his 
face uith his hand. She did not know all the meaning of 
the uplifted look with which he turned to her agavj. -A.ml In- 
onlv said;— 


“ llo.samond, my liosamond! We will have courage.” 
'riicn they heard the children calling them. 

" 1 will not go back, in there," liosamond said faintly. 
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Site laid her hand on tlxe side-door that led into the corridor. 
But siiddeuly, she remembered—^what it would be when next 
she saw' him, and she shrank back witli a low cry. 

He bent over her. Ue folded her in his arms. As a 
mother that yearns to her child, with a tenderness us pure, a 
sorrow as sacred, Leonard held Ids betrothed closely strained 
to his heait. Again he said, and with a kincLof stem resolve, 
as to himself;— 

“ Wo will have courage I” 

'J’Ucii he lot her go. 


CUAl'TtlK XnK MX'lll. 

Twu JiJonLhs more, and Leonard Boss was on lu.'< ,wav l<f 
India. He only waited for his sister's marriage. Then he 
went. There is little need to relate the history of those two' 
ijionths. For llosumond they held much strife, stinigglc, aiul 
[Nissionate but impotcjit resistance. It was Leonard who had 
to teach her x\liat he, alas ! needed all his strength of man- 
Jiood to recognise witli siibmi.ssiou; that in patience and 
power of eiularauce lay their hope, and not in rebellious 
sUiviiigs against the inevitable. That it was inevitable they 
both felt, Leonard from the first, and liosaiuoud later: there 
was no possibility of tampering with the circumstances before 
them, unles.s by a dereliction from that straight path of truth 
and honour which liaJ ever been the roadway of ficonard's 
life. 

So, they pai’ted. I’aned. knowing in liow full, and d(-ep, 
and wide a sense of iiartiug. Agnes, marri(*d to lier sailor- 
lover, would be wandering about tiie world for years to come, 
—^that link of possible communication wa>» broken. And Mr, 
liellew in the midst of liLs bland courtesi, coutrii cd to take 
his measure? decisively and surcl v. Yery soon after the dis¬ 
closure ofrwhat he cldled “the truly e.vtranrdinary circuui- 
stauccs of tlie cose,” he removed his household to an estate of 
his in Cornwall. He laid down no stiiugent rules, he im¬ 
pressed no stem commands: hut with the quiet, cruel, cold 
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nhrewdness which ever went baud in hand with his indonut- 
ui)ic will, ho insured the absolute and eutii^e cessation of all 
intercourse between his daughter and her lover, llosamond, 
high-Kpiritod and resulutc as she was, could not combat with 
the ox{)eiTcnced and gentieinanly scheming that her father 
employed when he chose. Leonard w'as almost equally nt 
fault; for, though he knew the character he had to cope with, 
it was only with the theoretical knowledge that the penetra¬ 
tion of a good man has into the nature of a worldly and de¬ 
signing one. 

Mr. Bellow gained credit for much magnanimity in permit¬ 
ting Leonard to write once, once only. l>efore he left England. 
The letter was written, hut it jiever reached her. She saw 
that the ship had sjuled in which she knew ho w.is to go. 
She even heard of his ernbarcation from poor Agnes, bridal 
l^gnes; torn between coiitlictiug Joy and grief, the union with 
her lover, and the parting with her brother. 

After that, a blank, Tlie grave itself, it seemed, could not 
have divided them more surely. 

Jn the solitiido of the wild seashore, with her little sisters 
for her companions, Jiosauioiid learned acquaintance with the 
face of her sorrow. There the quiet capacity to endure, grew 
and waxed strong upon the ashes of the tieiy emotions Avhich 
had at iirst spent her strength. Leonard had said, in almost 
the last words his voice had borne to her;— 

“ Have no fear. We can boar it.” 

Nevertheless, there were seasons of exquisite pain—of 
ineliiible weariness and desolation, when the face of Con¬ 
solation was hid, and the presence of Peace was no longer 
witii her. Seasons of doubt, of self-upbraidiugs — when 
she could fain have called hemelf traitress to the great 
trutli of her life: and in bitterness and scorn looked on the 
submission which she had learned so hardly. But one doubt 
never came to her—the rruelest, the worst pang was spared. 
Ne.xt to her trust in Heaven, was her faith in Leonard. After 
ull, she who loves thus, is happy. 

^feanwhile, there came many suitors* to Miss iftidlew, and 
even when her youthful radiance had faded, as it did fade 
sooner than it should have done, rnanv came. And her 
father chafed wrathfully at tlze whimsical obstinacy of woman- 
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nature, hut nodded his head wisely the while, saying, “ In 
time—^h, iii time! ” 

At length, one strange, wonderful day, tiiore came to Rosa¬ 
mond a letter. Leonard wrote, openly and witli no attempt 
at disguise—it w.as singular that, so sent, the letter ever 
reached her. But it came—sho hud it, this absolute, tangible, 
visible speech from him to her. Only a few words—but, 
there could be no more to Rfjsamond titan they held for her. 
lie said—“TeU Mr, Bellew 1 have written. 1 do not seek 
to deceive him, as you knt)W, my Rosamond. But I nrest 
write, I will write. Something must go from me (hat your 
eyes ^Yill look on, that your heart will receive. Soul to sotil 
we are togctlier, hut while we live otherwise than in the soul, 
we crave for more, and the humanity is strong within roe, 
and cries loudly." Little more than this—but it was 
enough, it lit her life for many, many months. Mixreover,' 
she wrote back openly, as he had done, and never kiicHv tiiat 
Mr. Bellew, grown more cautious and acute for his former 
negligence, did not suffer the letter to go. More ihaji once iii 
the year’s that followed, letters were intercepted by tbe w'atcl^ 
ful, inexorable old man. Rosamond never knew—never sus- 
jiected. 

8o the years went on. The two little girls grew up, and 
on(3 after tbe other, the older sister saw them leuvji her. 
Her brothta’ was at the head of (ho groat mercantile house 
of Bellow, aud at lust the old merchant retired with his eldest 
daughter to an estate he hod lately purchased, and which ho 
had settled on Rosamond. There the old man lingered out 
his remaining days, and there he died. In his last illness, 
like many another man, ho grew more lenient. In the 
shadow of death the thing < of this world assumed juster pro¬ 
portions—aud other things, it may be, looked larger and 
shone more clearly. Howbeit,—with his daughter’s I'laiids 
clasped close in his, he told her of the detained letters—from 
the first to the last, which fell into his hands some months 
back. She did not shrink from him as he had fejufully 
auticipatedn' Her quiet eyes looked at him steadfastly. She 
only said:— 

I knew he must have written. He said he would.” 

She kissed him, stopping the murmured words in which he 
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entreated ber to forgive him.. And, after a long silence 
between them, she shyly and softly asked him, Where were 
the letters ? Might she not see them ? 

They were destroyed—all but the last. That, by some 
accident, had lain among the papers in liis desk ever since its 
arrival. And that—that single treasure Kosamond had for 
blessing and comfort. The old man wept senile tears when 
he saw the flash of joy in her face as she reclaimed it. He 
had been wrong—^lie had dealt hardly with them both. Were 
the time to come over again, tiiey should have been made 
htq)py. He would have acted di&rently. Leonard should 
not have gone. “But now—now,’ moaned he, “it is too 
late. I have worked the misery of both. 1 shall leave you 
desolate and unhappy, my child—my good, dutiful daughter. 
Would to heaven 1 had not separated you! ” 

“Be comforted!” said Ilosamond, simply: “1 am not 
de9oh^te—W'e are neither of us miserable. And—and you 
did not separate us, papa. You could not." 

He hardjy understood her. He looked inquiringly into 
her face, wherein the beautiful light of faith, and proud, 
contented love made the soft eyes to glisten, and the 
brow to shine purely. No, he could not understand it; bui 
it was true. He had not sepaiuted them. There is a pei- 
fection of love over which neither absence nor cir( uiustuuc( 
has power. The intervening space of half a world caimoi 
«iivide it, nor the lapse of a lifetime subdue or alter it. Huch <! 
love triumphs over Time, and creates its own destiny. No con 
vulsion of Fate can rend asunder its divine unity. Apart may 
ilow the e.vtemal cun'eiit of the two lives; hut if they be uuit(‘d 
at tho source they are one, though the world's eyes behold 
differently, and do not uuderstaud. In (rod tliey are together, 
and they feel that, and know it, and may give tlmnks. .Better 
such a love, with all the pain, and trial, and sore yearning ol 
the earthly and material sejtoi’ation, than many a I'ato we look 
on ns most happy;—'Sanctified by marriage, “made one” 
before tho world, but in heart and in soul divided beyond the 
power of the universe to bring together, ^ 

IiOt those who love worthily bo patient. There are hai'dor 
things to bear tliaii absence in the tk^h. Disunion of the 
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Spirit is the only fatal ill tliut Love has need to shrink from. 
To me^ all the rest, go fortli bravely, and endure to the end, 
for they that do love worthily, bear with them an immortal 
blessing that must outlive all evil. 


ClIAl’lElt THE SEVKXTU. 


It was nine years after Leonard lloss had left England Swr 
India, that Mr. Jlellew died. 

Then llosamoud was alone, and she wrote t»i tell him so. 


“ 1 am alone, Leonard. Papa is dead. IJc knew that 1 
should write to you—he gave me your last letter, so tliat 1 
know where yoti are. The others I never had. It doqs not 
matter, and he grieved for it. He was changed much—^lie 
became yuite like the pajta T loved when I was a little thing 
—before he. grew so rich. 

“ Vou will come to mo now, nty JiCouard. I am growii old 
.iiid altered—for the.se years ha>e been all shade, though the 
storms ceased long ago; but I tliink Hod lias kept some sun¬ 
shine for us, even till now. 1 look back on the long time 
rjjiuje 1 liciivil your living voice saying to me, ‘Wo can hear it,” 
•iiid 1 tbin!\ 1 uiu content all should have been us it lias been. 

‘•Always your 

“ llOSAMOSn.” 


This letter sent, she waited patieul,ly. Sometimes the 
thought of his coming back to her, made her heart tlu*ob as if 
it had not quite forgotten its old pulsations of .joy. Some¬ 
times, too, anxious, heavy thought.^ tvould come of possible ill 

that might yet-. No doubt of him—no doubt, either, 

of the Infinite Hoodness that watched over them both. Hut 
human hoaits are human still, and even when we say “Thy 
will be done” most Bubmissively, there must he times vriien 
the bumaiiWy within us c,rie« sorely against tlie spirit. 

She lived a \eiy quiet, solitary life, only dilFererit from 
wh.il it had b(-eii before her father's death, inasmuch as her 
•dose and devoted attention to him being remitted, she had 
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tnoro time to give to the charities and other beautiful and 
womanly duties with which her life was lustrous. The Lady 
of the Manor was like a good angel to the poor, the ignorant, 
and the sufferiug around her. The appearance of the tall, 
slender figure, with its gentle, gliding dignity of movement, 
and the drooped face, so sweet and pale and thoughtful, was a 
signal of help and consolation to many an aching heart in the 
village and about the country where she lived. 

Thus it was one day early in Januaiy, such a day as comes 
sometimes in mid-winter like a tliought of childhood to an 
old nian; telling wondrous tidings of the far-away spring that 
is—though we see it not,—and that will surely come to us 
again. 11 was evening, and the sun was near to his sotting: 
great purple clouds hung about him, and fragments of them, 
as of a rent robe, were scattered over the clear sky. The 
wide landscape soenicd to tremble iji the amber light that was 
shed across it from the west; the leatlcss branches of the 
trees were traced inteusel}' black against the golden borizon, 
while groves of dark and heavy-foliaged firs opposed their 
rounded injisses of shadow to the lustrous heaven, and would 
not draw in any of the radiance with which the world was 
overflowing. 

Nestling among the abrupt hills and wild breaks of moor¬ 
land, lay the park and manor-house where Rosamond Bellew 
lived. The greensward sloped to a broad stream that flowed 
through the domain; beyond it rose woods, purpling in the 
distance. Crowning the hill, nearer, was a grove of pines, 
tall, column-like, and with a “whusliing” music, as of distant 
waves, ever murmuring about their crests. Great trees stood 
grandly about the park—bemign oak, and lofty beech, «*.edars, 
with a mystery in their low-spreading branches, and their 
eternal deptli of shade. Joyous wiih aerial beauty the birches 
looked, grouped on a slope near the grey old mansion, like 
girls who longed but were ashamed to run. They were 
divided by an invisible fence from the dainty garden under¬ 
neath the windows of the lady’s special sittiug-rtwra. Behind 
these birches the radiance of the sunset grew and faded evetyr 
evening now, and Rosamond always stood at hc!’ wirdow to 
watch it. 

She stood there now—a tall, grey-clad woman; no longer 
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young, either in face, in figure, or iu moveinent; hut lair 
still, and gracious to behold, with a look which had in it eome 
kinship to the clear, cold, and pure serenity of the winter 
evening. So she stood, her liands clasped lightly together* 
shining white upon the dusky, cloud-likc folds of her robe, 
watching the sunset, and tliinking—tltinkiog—^thinking. 

Not forty miles from that quiet English valley flows the 
sea, and its waves break stonnily outsiJe the harbour into 
whicdi the ships come, many in a day, from every part of the 
world, bringing hundreds home. Who shall say that it is a 
miserable world, when one day can hold so much of happiness 
as those simplo woids express— cohuhv hoiae ? 

There is one ship just coming in, and the passengers crowd 
on the after-deck; some already straining tlieir eyes to catch 
tlie first bight of a beloved familiar face on the shore; some 
lounging carelessly, too used to wanderings to feel much pf tlie 
sacred joy of return; some curiously gazing about them, i»cw 
to the .scene, and their perceptions keenly aroused to every 
thing around. But one oy two stand apart, with eyes that 
look outward, hut see insvardly, and thoughts that are trem¬ 
bling, deep, deep down undenaeath the outside unripplod 
calm of aspect—thoughts that nouc may guess at, and ojily 
t)ne knows are there. 

The erect figure of a man sfimds out a little aloof from the 
rest, lie is watcdiing the sun sink below’ an English horizon 
—watehing the soft!* clouds hovering over an English land¬ 
scape- ilis dark hair—you may see silver streaks iu it. 
though he is not old—is tossed by the wind about his brow and 
over his face. He loves to feel it—Ix) recognise the old 
familiar breath on his cheek; for it is part of the home ho had 
lost so long, hut now found again. Ten years be b;is 
been a stranger in a sti'ange land, but now'—he is coming 
home. 

You who have never left it, never know rapture like the 
heart-leap to those words. Your eyes do not see the glorified 
beauty which his drink in with every common sight, so long 
unseen till now. The cries of the sailors among the rigging 
of the many ships around—the familiar shouts on shore—the 
clanging of bells, the simplest, most accustomed sounds, come 
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on his ears with a very anguish of remembrance. He had 
never forgotten them. But between the two verges of re¬ 
membrance and oblivion dwells the actuality which is beyond 
and above both, in which there is no degree—it is —complete, 
and full, and satisfying. 

Our traveller stood so silent and enrapt, that a fellow- 
pas-senger addressed him twice before he h(;ard. But then he 
turned round, neither ve.'iodly nor impatiently. 

‘‘Yes; it is a lovely evening for our bmdiug," he said, 
smiling. 

“ May I ask,” for these two had been companions during 
tlie long voyage, and one, at least, was much interested in tlu.* 
other, “ do you go direct to your own home to-night? ’’ 

“ No. I have no abode in England. It is a wide home 
that I am coming to. But—it is home.” 

“ Let us then stay at the same inn to-night.” 

“Many thanks; but I am going on farther at once. 1 
start immediately on landing,” 

He smiled again,—a courteous genial smile to bis com¬ 
panion ; a very strange, wistful, half-eager, half-restrained 
smile to himself. Involuntarily his eyes seemed to seek the 
sunset again, (llowiiig, golden, ambient, shone the sk}', and 
the wato’ in which it was reflected. Far away, on sliore, he 
could see woods and tield.s and rising bills. Perhaps even, 
dimly, ho could catch the cloudy outline of one of those hills 
behind which llosamond llcllew was e\en then watching the 
last rays fading behind the birch-trefs, and thinking — 
thinking. 

And perhaps it may he that thought can leap to thought 
more quickly—move surely, than glance responds to glance, 
or word to word. Who can udl ? 

But thus it was that Leonard Ildls came home. 


'lar, END. 


Huj!i llarcUy, PriDter, W'locUeiter. 
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